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The Arabic Novel in Israel

Dr. ‘Adnan Sa‘dl

This study seeks to explore the nature and
character of Habib1’s fiction through what he
has to say. An outline of his works demands
an enquiry into his commitment to his literary
art, his identity and his political ideology.

It is intended to illuminate the different TN

aspects of his works, and to lay down a [ ase b b
foundation for future studies of Israeli-Arab

literature and of Habib1 himself.

A Critidghstaeyhol thelWorks ofiSmilef1abibs
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Abstracts

The Revolution of Dew / Nada in Mohammad Ali Taha’s
Story

al-Bayt al-’akhar / the Other Home: An Analytical Textual
Study

Nazih Kassis
The Arabic Academic College, Haifa

The study deals with the form and contents of the short story al-Bayt al-
‘akhar and analyses its text through exploration of its artistic styles of
language, narrative techniques, and the symbolic events that reflect the
individual familial conflicts that represent social, religious and cultural

conflicts.

The main theme of the story is the generation gap, the differences between
old and new traditions and values in Arab society as represented in three
main characters: Watfa, the grandmother; Mustafa, the son; and Nada, the

granddaughter.

The conflict ends with the victory of the young generation, represented
by Nada, and the departure of the old generation, represented by the
grandmother, in a symbolic triumph of the peaceful revolution of the
new future generation and the coming of the real Arab Spring of cultural
modernism, scientific secular ambitions, and individual freedom in the
whole Arab world.
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Lesbianism in Feminine Narrative Fiction: Standing against
the wind

Mohammad Saffouri
The Arabic Academic College, Haifa

The article deals with the phenomenon of lesbianism in modern
Arabic feminine narrative fiction, based on a number of modern
feminine texts. It reveals numerous lesbian motifs apparent in the
texts, such as a desire for freedom, escaping from men’s violence and
patriarchal oppression, and searching for the gratification of a sexual
appetite which men are not able to satisfy.

Modern Arabic feminine narrative fiction deals with lesbian themes
deliberately and intensively. For male writers lesbianism is a means
and an end. By using this kind of narrative they declare their right
and freedom to discuss any subject, exactly like men. On the other
hand, women writers elaborate on lesbian themes in order to resist
and undermine patriarchal literary and social conventions. They also
confirm the rebellious tendency of this kind of narrative on canonical
literature. These texts emphasize the main distinguishing feature of
modern Arabic feminine narrative fiction, namely woman’s right to
take part in life’s various domains as an independent individual.
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Abstracts

“emotional”. Although some erotic words and expressions are repeated
in the poems, they do not function to arouse an imaginative sexual feeling
in the reader. Therefore, “eroticism” here is only the outside mantle of the

underlying existential meanings.

Al-Madr1’s poetry often seems not to flow smoothly and spontaneously out
of the imagination or from the “unconscious” realm, as in pure surrealism.
Sometimes, the poem seems to be collaged from separate scenes that divide
the poem into semi-autonomous components without interrupting its
“wholeness”. These separated and sometimes contradicting parts resemble
the surrealistic style in its “formal” aspect only, and not in its “emotional”
and “unconscious” tendency. His use of religious symbols and myths is

quite thoughtful and conscious.
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Eroticism and the Passion for “Return” in “North towards
the Stone of Waiting” by Rushdi al-Madi

Clara Srouji-Shajrawi

University of Haifa

This study presents the “eroticism” in al-Madi’s poetry, in the Platonic
meaning of Eros as elaborated in the Symposium. This “eroticism” has a
mystic dimension. Al-Mad1’s style is ambiguous, burdened with symbols

and myths from all over the world, condensed, and almost surrealistic.

The “erotic” aspect is reflected by a passionate desire for a “woman”,
presented as absolute beauty. This “woman” is a symbol for the “madinah”
(city), and plays the role of the particular that signifies the universal. In
other words, she is a symbol of the Palestine that occupies the poet’s

imagination, though he never explicitly mentions it by name.

Yearning for the “return” (‘awdah) of Palestine, or even the “return”
of Can‘an, al-Madi writes about the painful feeling of waiting for the
realization of such a “dream”. This “waiting” sometimes becomes absurd,
and is related to another theme: the fear not being able to write the poetry
which is essential if the poet is to feel alive. It is also connected to the
idea of poetry as a way of resistance and reaching salvation. Hence, this

“waiting” takes two contradicting forms: despair and hope.

Some “motifs” and myths are repeated in North towards the Stone of
Waiting, especially those that affiliate the poet to the “Tammiiz” group of
poets. This group uses “gods”, such as Ba‘l and Tammiiz, or symbols, such

as Jesus and Ulysses, in order to present their “dream” of resurrection.

This paper claims that al-Madi’s poetry is more “intellectual” than
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The Aesthetics of Narration and Reception in Muhammad
Hugerat’s Collection of Short Stories Haynama / Hidden
Voices

Mohammad Khalil
The Arabic Academic College, Haifa

The short story collection Haynama can be considered an advance in the
literary local scene, especially in the genre of the very short story, due
to the vitality of the varied subjects that the story deals with, which are
derived from a variety of social, educational, psychological, and human
domains. The stories are related in a narrative language that is sometimes
quite clear, while at other times it is ambiguous.

Overall, the language of these stories is characterized by literary daring,
objectivity and purposefulness. The stories reflect their author from the
point of view of language and the subjects they deal with. They reveal a
creative writer who is occupied with the anxiety that precedes creativity,
whose consecutive consequences characterize the life of modern man.
The study attempts to shed light on certain elements of the stories such
as style, structure and content, in addition to descriptive and expressive
values, as well as denotations and connotations that the writer employs
in his writing in order to better convey the message in its various aspects
to the receiver. They also impose a noticeable presence, enrichment and
effectiveness on both the literary text and the receiver.

The author’s style aims to achieve maximal productive reading, and
interaction between the receiver and text, which give rise to attraction
and pleasure in their interactive meeting. The study also shows that the
significance of art, all art, including the short story as a literary genre, lies
in the added value that its indications and active presence provide at both
the individual level and the social level alike.
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How Arabic Is Viewed in Jewish Society

Dr. Abdul Rahman Mar ‘i
Beit Berl Academic College

Hebrew and Arabic have a long history of interaction, beginning in
medieval Muslim Spain. The relationship between the two languages was
revived with the Jewish waves of immigration to Palestine in the course
of the nineteenth century. At that time Arabic was viewed by Jews from a
romantic cultural perspective, as a renewed reminder of their Semitic roots.
This was reflected in the penetration of Arabic into the Yiddish spoken by
Ashkenazi Jews, and in the fact that to troops of the Hapalmach unit of the
Hagana adopted the use of the Arabic language as well as Arab dress and
Arab customs.

Upon the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948 Arabic came to be
seen in a negative light, as the language of the enemy, despite the fact that
it remained one of the country’s official languages, next to Hebrew. The
state did its best to persuade Oriental Jews to stop using Arabic in everyday
life, and Arabic language and culture were ignored in public education. No
more than twenty percent of the Jewish students in Israel study Arabic,
and those that do study it do so because of its military usefulness, as a
tool for knowing the enemy, and not as a means of communication or as
something of esthetic value. It is considered an inferior language, one that
is not pleasant to the ear.

After peace agreements were signed with a number of neighboring Arab
states attitudes towards the Arabic language improved. However, in the
view of Jewish society the main motivation for learning Arabic is still

security considerations.
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Safwat ‘Arud al-Shi‘r al- ‘Arabt (Companion to the Metrics
of Arabic Poetry)

An Easy Method for Parsing Verses and Determining a Poem’s
Metric Scheme

Musa Shawarbeh
The Kay College of Education

This article describes a method for determining a verse’s structure and
meter without the need to compare it to each one of the classical sixteen
measures.

Most of the credit for developing this method goes to Dr. “Abdul ‘Alim
Ibrahim, former Head Supervisor of Arabic at the Egyptian Ministry of
Education, who published it in his book Safwat al- ‘Arud (Cairo, 1973).
The method enables the learner to make actual use of poetic metrics.
It consists of two steps: The first step leads to a knowledge of the first
foot of the verse in whose parsing one is interested; the second leads to
a knowledge of the meter according to which the verse in question was
composed.

The article presents some basic preliminary information in the form of
an easily-comprehended table. It then provides some brief details about
al-Khlil b. Ahmad and informs the reader about the basic concepts of
the science of metrics, in order to help readers of Arabic and students of
metrics who still parse verses according to the traditional method.

It should be noted that the article deals only with ancient and more modern
classical vertical poems, and does not discuss the changes which Arabic

poetry has undergone in recent times.
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Diglossia as Reflected in the Writing of Palestinian Writers
in Israel

Sasson Somekh

Tel-Aviv University

This paper aims at briefly surveying the types of Arabic used by
Palestinian writers in Israel in recent decades. Several major writers of
prose fiction use a “mixed” language in their dialogue, simultaneously
resorting to the two extremes of the diglossia, fully-fledged fusha as well
as plain ‘Gmmiyya. As to drama, probably in view of the dearth of theatrical
groups looking for a local drama, many playwrights do not always resort
to ‘ammiyya in their quest of stageable plays. Theatres often “translate”
plays originally written in fushd into dialect in preparation for performing

it on stage.

As to poetry, in the wake of Mahmoud Darwish and Samih al-Qdsim, no
major poets have in recent decades written in ‘Gmmiyya. The latter was
used only by poets in the periphery who did not mind being described
as shu ‘ara’sha ‘biyyin. One exception is Téhd@ Muhammad ‘Ali, a modern

poet who resorts to ‘@mmiyya in many of his poems
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