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4) Lane (A.) : Early Islamic Pottery , Fig. 63 B,
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(1) Rice (D.T.) : Art of the Byzantine Era, London 1963, Fig. 10

(2) Ghirshman (R) : Iran Parthians and Sassanians, France 1962, P. 209, Figs. 248-249
(3) Rice (D.T.) : Islamic Art, Fig. 3 .
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(6) Barrett (D.) : Islamic Metalwork in the British Musuem, Figs 18.37
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(8) Hamid (1.S.) : Op . cit., Vol.11,p.63, Fig. 123
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the EXUAVATION of the SITE of BASH TABIYA



there 1s a small ball is to put the thumb on it. On the top of the lamp on
the outside edge there is a deep cut around and beneath the top and on
the cuts there are holes, These holes were used to get the surplus oil from
the top to inside of the famp (see Fig. X - A ).

7.

12

13

14

I5

A pot of pottery with circular bass the top of the pot is lost. It is deco-
rated with ziqzag lines. The hight of it is 13 cm and its diameter 7.5 cm
The diameter of the bass in 4.5 cm. It was found in entrance which
connects the room 6.B. with 9.B. ( Sce Fig. X. B) .

. Three pots of the same size each one is in an half oval shape with a

wide open top. The bass is in  circulor shape. The hight is 5 cm. The
diameter is 16.5 cm. The diameter of the top is 14 em. The diameter
of the bass is 5.5 cim. It was found in the ruins which is outside the for-
tress. ( Sce big. X1) .

. A piece of ivory of a half oval shape decorated with crossed circules

mside each circule there is a hole. The diameter is 2 cm and the hight
is 4.25. 1t wes found in the ruins which is near to the spot I. A. ( Scc
Fig. XII)

Fight pottery pots with different shapes. 1t was found in the ruins which
is near 1o the spot 1. A. (See Figs. X111 - A.B.C. D.E. F. G. H) .

| A pot of pottery with a cylindrical shape. The bass of the pot is flat

with a wide open top. The hight of it is 10 cm and the diameter is 13
cm. It was found in the ruins near the spot I. A. ( See Fig. XIV ) .

A piece of white marble with o half oval shape on one of its sides there
is a plant decorations which is not clear on the other side which is {lat
and we can scc the remains of a circular bass . The diameter of the
marable 1s 5 cin and the hight is4 cm. The diameter of the bass is 2.5.
It was fouind in the ruins which was the indor wall. ( See Fig XV).
A pottery jar of a cylindrical shape. The top of it is lost. There arc two
groups of a circular lines on the body of the jar. Between these two
groups there is a third group of dccorations of arches. The bass is of
a carved shape. The hight of the jar is 39 cm. The diameter is 28 cm.
It was found in the ruins which is near the indor wall. ( See Fig. XV1)
A mosaic plat with a circular bass elazed with a decp red colour .
Inside the plat there is a Kufic Script. The plat is broken into pieces
and most of it is lost. It was found in room 7. A. ( See Fig XVII)

A fragment of their pottery the top of it is decorated with plant leaves
framed with lines and there are two birds between crossed leaves. The
length of it § cm and the breadth is 6 cm. It was found in the ruins near
the spot 1. A. (See Fig XVIlIl) .
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of Hall B. The others are found near spot 1 A. are the descriptions of some
of them .

a / the description of pottery lamps no. 10. The general shape 1s oval. It
has an edge in the middle. This edge covers half of the size of the lamp .
it has a dome cover with two openings. These openings are circular. The
front is to put oil besides there is a small hole to put the wick. The top is
decorated with lines and dots in relieve. These dots are around the oil ope-
ning. There is no handle for this lamp and the Jamp is colourfully glazed
(see Fig . VI) .

b / a lamp ne. 20. The length 9 cm, broadth 4 cm. Glazed from inside and
outside with red colour - this colour is still used in some pottery in Mosul
. The top of the lamp is curved and there is a liole for the wick and the
hole for putting oil. There is a handle for this lampwith a hole in the mid-
dle of the handle. see Fig. VII .

¢ / alamp without a number. Its length is 7,5 cm and its height 3 cm. Gla-
zed inside and outside with green colour. There is no handle for this lamp
.In the top there is a circular opening to hold oil and there is another open-
ing in the front of the lamp to put the wick. The shape of the lamp in gene-
eral is like a boat. In the sides of the lamp there are deep cut lines for the
the oil to go to the lamp inside later, by the wick opening. ( see Fig VIII)
when it overflows .

d / a long shape lamp with a natural size, its height is 6.5 cm. It has a han-
dle and a place for the wick to be put in, it is in good condition . The inside
and the outside of the lamp is glazed with a pale green colour to prevent
it from leaking. The top of the lamp is circular with a hole to hold the
the oil (see Fig Ixl) .

¢ / a mosaic lamp glazed inside and outside with a green colour. lts top
is decorated with holes. In the front of the lamp there is a big hole for the
wick and near the handie there is a hole for oil. We ncticed that therc are
many holes in the sides of the lamp as well as in the top these holes prob-
ably served as outlets for while it was lighted and probably they were
also for decoration. The edges of the top of the lamp arc broken and the
colour red of the clay appears and shows that this pottery is half baked .
This is usually used in making glazed pottery and to change them into
mosaic. After the mosaic is done they glaze it with green colour. This colo-
ur was usually used in Mosul and still is. This stuft is from copper acid
and, mixed with glaze. In the back of the handle of the lamp there is a

ribbon from clay itis used to put the finger through.At the top of the handle
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Its height 1s about 30 cm and its width about 2 m. The walls of the room
2 m. 75 height and the thickness of the walls is 1. 70 m.

The most important archaeological findings .

I . 2 pottery basins. There are some black ashes on them . Fach bass is
of cylindrical shape. From the top and from the bottom it has a circular
openiing and there is a bent in each circle. The height of each cylinder is
about 21 crm and the diameter is 9 . 5 cm while the opening of each side ,
has a diameter is 14 cm. It was found in the remains of spot 1 A . ( sse .
Fig.1).

2 . One pottery jar with one handle. On the opposite of the handle is a
place to get the water through and the neck of the jar and its top are orn-
amented with dark green colour. The height is 13. 5 cm the diameter is
7.5 cm while the top of the jar has a diameter of 3 cm. It was found in the
remains which are situated between the rooms 4 A - 7 A. ( see Fig . 2)
3 . A piece of rectangular marble decorated with vegetables and some
curves of flowers with leaves. The length 70 cm the width 35 cm., the thic-
kness 20 cm. It was found in the remains of the entrance which was ment-
ioned above and was found not in a normal position ; if must have been
moved from its original place. ( see Fig. 3) and plate 1V . 1

4. A bottle of thick pottery in a round shape with a sharp bass and a narrow
mouth . The mouth is circular . There are circular curvings on the
bottle. 'This was probably used as a bomb by putting phosphate. The hei-
ght is 12 cm and the diameter is 9 cm while the diameter of the mouth of
the bottle is 6 cm. It was found in the remains of the courtyard near the
south wall (see Fig. 1V ) .

5. A small jar from thin pottery and of round shape, its basin
is round while the top of the jar is lost . There is one handle on one stde
of the jar. The height is 8 cm. the diameter is about 6 cm while the
diameter of the mouth of the jar is 5 cm. This jar was found in the remains
of the second part of Hall B .

6 . A number of delicate pottery lamps. Each lamp consists of a flat bass
which stands on it, the main body of the lamp is of an oval shape. It has
two openings. One of them bigger than the other and most of these lamps
are of a deep green colour. The lamps are of different sizes. Some of them
are large, the length 9 cm and the height 7 cm. and the smallest is 3 ¢m
high 5.5 em long. These Jamps are found in the remains of the second part
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these two rooms were reconstructed in a height about 70 cm - 1. 10 m and
breadth about 1. 75 m* (see plate V1) .

7 The hall It isof a rectangular shape. ltslength is about 22 m and its bre-
adth about 5 mi. It is divided into three parts because of the two entrances
of the hall which was built in the middle of the hall in the late period. We
gave thesc three parts the symbols A. B. and C.

In the middle of part B there is an entrance going to the place 5.8 which
is situated in the westside of this part. The entrance of this place narrow
in the late pericd and two steps were built there. On the opposite of the
entrance there is another entrance which gees to the courtyard which is
situated in the east of the hall. The wall which is extended 1 the le ft corner
of the entrance to the south side finishes in a place where an oven was built
by the inhabitants. This oven was probably used to make piaster. An entr-
ance was lound also in the first part (A) which goes 1o the north stde There
is another entrance going to the west side of this part. The two cnirances
were closed lately. The team reconstructed the originzl wall of the hall
with a height of 1. 70 m - 2, 35 m and brea dith about 1. 65 m.

. The courtyard. It is of a rectangular shape. Its length is about 16. 5'm
aad ‘(s breadth about 9,5 m. Outside the court in the east there 1S an catr-
ance. Its breadth about 2, 20 m. Its east walls were remov ed in the late
period . In this scason , the wall which is mentioned was rebuilt with a
height of about 2, 90 m and the breadth about 2. 05 m. This court is joined
in room 10. B which is situvated in the north side and is linked to the court
with an entrance. This entrance was closcd in the late period . A wall wa
discovered in the court. lts breadth was about 3 m. in the nori west oi it
and this wall end in the entrance which is situated between the court and
the room mentioned above. It is probable that this wall was built in the
time when the eatrance which is mentioned about was closed to make a
new room in this place.

it was found in the left side of the entrance of the court in part B from
the hall a circular hole probably used as a septic tank. The team did 1ts
duty by reconstructing the original wall of the court with a height about
.70 m 2. 90 m and breadth about 1. 70 m.

9 . Room no. I B
This room is of rectangular shape. [ts breadth is about 3.50 m. The
around is covered with plaster and in the west side there is a stone bench.
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3 . Room no. 7. A.

This room 1s in a rectangular shape. Its length is about7, 75 m and its
breadth about 4,85 m.lIt is joined to room no. 4.A with an entrance which
was ciosed in the late period. The outer wall was discovered by the team
Its breadth is about 2, 05 m. The team also discovered the foundation of
the wall part of which it was built with smooth marble in the outside of
the wall. The depth of the foundation of the wall is about 2. 50 m - 3. 50
m from the level of the earth. There is an entrance in the wall from the
outside which isin the south of the room.In the west of the room there are
two corners, these corners go to the orphanage building. The distance
is abeut 2 m. On the same side, there are two corners and in these two
corners there is a second entrance, In this season the team rebuilt the ori-
cinal walls of the room and also the north wall of the room.

M4. Pagell. Faredz.

4 . Room no. 9. A,

The length of the room is not disccvered yet because of the earth which
covers the west side of the room but tiie breadth of the room is about 4,50
m and it is joined to the room no. 8. A. with an entrance and it is also lin-
ked with the hall(C)which is situated in the north of it. The hallis joined-to
the room with an enwance. The room is also joired by anotherentrance
to the room 6. B. It was closed in the late period. In the north east corner
of’ the room and which extends to the west there is a stable for keeping
animals near to the two entrances of the room .

Two stands built of plaster and stones were used for columns which
were probably used to support the room. Therc is another circular mass
of marble with a rectangular hole in it used also to pui a column
in it to support the 1, 50 - 2, 50 m and breadth 2 m .

6 . Rooms no. 6.B - 9. B.

These two rooms are of rectangular shape. Their length aboutis9mand
their breadth about 4, 75 m. They are joined with an entrance, breadth
about 2 m and each of these rooms is joined tc room no. 9.A by an entrance
. This entrance was closed in the late period .

There is in the room no. 9 an entrance which is joined to place 5.B which
is situated in the north. We do not know yet the measurements of this place
. There 1s another entrance going to room no. 6.B and joining the place
(C) from the court which is situated in the east of the room. The walls of
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third one was written ( You who read my book, weep about my youth)
. It is possible that these three pieces were used as epitaphs in the graveya-
rds which were removed from their oniginai place .

Preservation and reconstruction .

The team started in this season the task of preservation and reconstr-
uction of some of the original walls of the site by using plasters and stones
. These two materials were used to build the fortress in the Atabik period.

The team started first of all by building a wall separating the channel
which is given the number 3 A and the two places ( 1.A - 2.A ) . These
two places were not reconstructed because they were of a late. period but
we repaired the other wall which separates rooms ( 4.A - 6.A ) . Itis to be
noticed in this wall that it extends to the north direction which makes the
left corner of the court which is in the east while the west site of the wall
joins the south wall of room no. (4.A) . in the south east corner of the room
mentioned. This wall has the height of about 1.25 m - 2.90 m and in the
broadness of it 2.05 m.

1 . Room no. 4. A.

This room is of rectangular shape. Its length is about 6, 75 m, its broad-
ness about 4, 75 m and it is divided in the late period into two even rooms
joined to each other with a corridor, its breadth is about 2 m. The first
room is joined with room no. 6.A which is situated in the north directly.
It has an entrance which was closed in the late period. It is also linked
with the channel no. 3.A. In the east there was another entrance. This was
connected to room no. 7.A with an entrance which was closed in the late
periods. The team repaired all the original walls of the room. The height
of the walls which were built in this season is about I, 18 m the breadth
I, 70 m.

2 . Room no. 6. A.

Its length is about 4, 75 m breadth about 3, 50 m. It was built in the late
period. Its walls are very thin. In the middle of the room there is a thin
wall starting from the north of the room and reaches the left corner where
there is the entrance which joins the room to room no. 4. A. The team
rebuilt the walls of the room with the height of about 1. 50 m. The breadth
of the walls is about 1, 75 m. Their walls were also rebuilt by the team
which were related to the space which was discovered in this season. This
space is situated in the north west of the room which is mentioned above.
(see plate IT) .
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them is about 70 cm and the diameter is about 8 cm. A piece of sharp bone
was put in the middle of the hole and was probably used to torture some
of the prisoners. About 80 cm from the ground of the room, we found
the remains of another rocom. This room was probably built in the late
period. About the room which is in the east of the corridor, we discovered
in the north wall remains of a biind window. The distance of this window
from the south west corner is about I m, and the height of the window
from the ground of the room is about 45 cm, and its depth in the wall is
about 20 cm.

At the end of the season, the team started digging parallel to the indoor
wall in a place which is between the cemetery of Yahya about al gasim and
the basement.It wasdiscovered there a shapeless room of unequal measure-
ments and there was an added building on it specially to the walls, this
took place in the late period. The depth of this room is about 6 m
from the level of the carth and its foundation is covered with stones.
The room is connected with along corridor which goes to the south. we
have not discovered yet the end of the corridor. In the north of the room,
there is an entrance to the room .

On the east of the room, there are many walls linked to the wall of the
fortress ; these were probably not rooms or halls , they probably used
to support the fortress wall from failing .

In the outside of the wall of the fortress there was another wall which
was built in touch with the wall. This was done probably in the late per-
jods. We discovered this wall whose broadness is about 8 cm while the
original wall of the fortress is about of 2. 15 m.

In general it is to be noticed that the wall was buiit, during two periods.
Of the first period there is nothing left from the wall only a little part of
it while of the second period, the wall was built on the remains of the first

period adding on the wall some openings which are like towers for wat-
ching long distance .

The team also dug in the east and south of the site of the fortress. Noth-
ing was discovered there except three pieces of stones, on one of them were
written verses from the Qoran ( he who has the the heavens and what is
in earth who will . . ) and on the other one was written the verse ( He will
not forgive only by His permission He knows what is in your hands ) .
There was a drawing on this piece which looked like a lamp. While on the



the north part of the wall while in the south of the wall it was part of the
room (7.A ) . The distance between these two entrances is about 5,50 m.
The first was covered with tarmacadam. The depth of it is 1.70 m while
the breadth is about 2.30 m. The second was covered with plaster only.
It measures about 1,50 m in depth while is breadth is about 1,70 m. These
iwo entrances were closed by plaster and stones probabiy in the later per-
jods and were added to the main wall which has been mentioned.

Digeing also took place in the place B of the site and ¢specially par-
alle! to the ecast wall of the rooms ( 1.B - 2.8 - 3.B). We called this place
the ball and it was divided into three late periods and we gave them the

the symbols A. B, and C irom north to south In this place was also
discovered a big hole which is circular and itis atiached to the castern wall.
It is to be noticed that this hole is surrounded with stones in a depth of 30
cm, while the depth goes on without the stones, which proves that this was
a basin to get rid of the dirty water. About 2,50 m from this hole we found
a bigger hole which is beside the wall mentioned above but it is
situated in the south. The diameter of the hole to about 3.30m, the depth
of it is 2,50 m. 1In the botiom of it there were remains of black ashes. This
place was probably an oven for making plaster in the late periods.

The team also started digging in the south wall which separates the room
(I.B.)from room no. l. It seems that most of the stones were removed 1n
the late period and we discovered the remains of the plaster and the storncs
on the earth. The extension of this wall makes the corner of the entrance
of the court. The team removed all the stones in the Jeft entrance which
is mentioned above and which connects the well which separates the
channel (3.A) and the rooms (4.A - 6.A) .

The team also started digging in the north east of room no. i in which
they discovered two rooms In the middle of each room there was a stair
of four steps. It was noticed that on the gound of the room south of the
stairs. there were colums. They were probably to support the roof of the
room. But we could not continue digging in the north part of the room
because of the electric and telephone pillars. The stair which has been men-
tioned before was used to connect the first story of the building to the
second story. There was a corridor connected with the top of the stairs and

on each side of the corridor there was a Toom. In the ground of the west

room of the corridor we found two circular holes. The distance between
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the membership of NMushim Muhammad Ahmad, and with the team were
45 workers and four skilled workers and a builder.

Excavations .

The team started its digging in two places ( 1.A - 2.A ). They found the
remains of a channel which 15 parallel to the first channel which was found
in the first season. It is noticed that this channel was the place to collect
the water from the roofs. It is usual that the roof has tubes of clay which
come down from the roof to the channel . The channel ends usually in
another channel \hich reaches the septic tanks. [t is probable that this
channel and the wall were buili in the late periods because the walls were
not connected with the original waly which separates the first channel and
the two places ( 1.A - a.A. ). In addition the foundations which are under
walls are built from clay and arc of black colour.

The team started also to dig in the place ( 5.A ) and it was discovered
that there were walls not very thick and they were not organized in their
direction. they were probably built temporarily in the late, period.

The team recounsiructed the north wall to the rooms ( 8.A-6.A ) and
they revealed the separation between the ancient wall, of which the breadth
is 1,65 m and the cther wall which was built in the north side with a breadth
of 70 cm probably in ilic late periods. it is worth mentioning here that we
discovered a space in the north corner near to the room ( 6.A ) . This space
was closed in the late period by plaster and stones and was added to the
wall mentioned above. 1In this cmptiness. there were remains of tarma-
cadam on the walls. This was probably used to kecp grains.

The team startad digging in the outer door wall which was situated south
of wall and to know its foundation. The team was able to discover the
breadth of the wall and to know its foundation. The 1team was able to
discover the foundation which part of it was built of smooth marble from
the outside and the breadth of this wall is about 2,05 m. It was dis-
covered also an entrance to tire wall which zoes to the room ( 7.A ) to the
outdoor ( south ). This wall extends to the west till it reaches the orphanage
at the present time.

The team, discovered the original walls which surround the rooms (4.A-
6.A -7.A -8.A-9.A) they also discovered that there were two entrances
to the middle wall which formed part of the rooms (8.A - 9.Z). This is in
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period but the place of their issue and the time and the name of the 1ssue
are unknowi.

2. Findings of fragments of glazed pottery and some coloured glasses.

3. Findings no. 9 in spot A, a piece of marble whose length is 26 cm and
broadness 22 c¢m, ornamented with plant decorations.

4. Findings of a flat plate of clay. The face of 1t is S0cm while its back is
8 cnmi. The depth of it is 5 cim. its thickness is 1 cm. ( See no 7).

5. The team found in no. 9 from the spot A, a piece of marble with in-
scriptions. Its length is 43 cm and its breadth 30 cm. The script is framed
with plant decoration. Its breadth is 12 cm. The marble is surrounded
from top to bottom with various decorations. ( See form no. 2) . It
js written on it”” What is on the earth . . . .
1t is probably a marble from a part of a big piece, which many verses
of the Quran were written . [t is used to decorate the place.

6. 1t was found in no. 9 from the spot A, bracelets and necklaces and
jewcelry, ( some are ) black and ( some are ) green.

7. Many lamps , were found, some in perfect condition and some in dif-
ferent shapes and sizes. All of them are decorated with plant decor-
ations .

8. There was found a valuable ring, joint with it , was a piece of bronze.

9. An Ottoman bayonet was found in no. 9 from the spot A in the upper
layer and in the place whose height is about 96 cm above the earth.
1t is in a very bad condition and is rusted. Its hand was broken from
one side of it . The place which joins the rifle was also in very bad
condition probably because of dampness.

10 The most important, thing that the team found in different parts
of the site were fragments of jars and plates of different sizes and shapes
They are decorated by the method of ceramic ( barbotine ) 2. The
decorations are of different style and different pictures. Some are of
plants others human or animal pictures. Among these decorations
there are two pictures of girls with two plaits reaching the waist, car-
rying in their hands a stick and in their belts a big knife and beside a
lion of which the face and the front legs appear.

The second season

The team of excavation started its work in the site of Bash Tabiya for
the second seasonin the 6th March 1971 headed by Dr. Talat al Yawer and
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them, only one wall which is of a small height. As we said we found a new
building which was built in the late period. It is of a low height like the
height of a bench. Inside this building there is a pool which was built with
plaster and stones supported in the north by marble. Also we found
in the east of the building a long stable situated in the length of a wall . It
was for sheep that is why we could stress what we say that this place was
a stable, and a place for slaughtering animals. The measurements of this

stable are as follow :

ILength 46 cm

depth 13 cm
breadth from inside 45 cm breadth from outside 56 cm while the middle
building is of 52 cm of depth, the length 3,3C m, the 2,29 m the length 95
cm.

About the room no. 9 from the place A and the placc B, it was joined
directly with another room. It was given the number 3. The room was
numbered from the east directly that means from the direction of the Tigris
River. The room which 1s mentioned is rectangular also its length 1510,90m
and its breadth 5m. between its north walls a there is a door, its breadth
is 2m. It joined directly with the back wall on which had fallen a big mass
of the building of the fortress. It weighs about tens of tones. It was re-
moved by the team to save the other walls from falling.

This room is also joined with another room. It is of a rectogular shape
the back of the room had been closed by a second wall but it was removed
after the fortress was ruined. The inhabitants of Mosul used the remains
of this building to build their houses.

The length of this room is 6,10 m the breadth 4,80 m. In its north wall
there is a door, its breadth is 2m. which was joined with the court at the
back of the room, mentioned before. In the east of the room there is an-
other door, its broadness is 2,55m, its is joined directly to the room no. 1
which is of a rectangular shape. The breadth of it is 3,50 m its length
4,40 m. This room is a passage under the north wall of the fortress which
1s facing the Tigris river directly and was joined with a long passage going
directly to the shore of the river.

Archaeological findings.

1. The discovery of many bronze coins which were very rusted; they were
cleaned and are now in the museum. Some of them are still of unknown
origin because they are worn out. They are probably of the Atabik
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of the fortress.

Beside room no. 4 a and at the east duection, we found room no. 6 A
which was jotned with a corridor with no. 4. This room was of rectangular
shape. Its length was 5.20 m  and its  breadth was 3.60 m and the
entrance of the room its breadth was 1.60 m while the breadth of the wall
was less from the first wall about 10 cm ., i.c. 1,20 m.

In the north of these two rocoms there were other two rooms numbered
R67. A They were not linked 1n the south with the two previous rooms but
they were linked in the north with another room. They were also of a
rectangular shape but the wall which divided them  was very thick, the
breadth of it was 2,20 m.

Room no. 7.A Its length was 8m, 1ts breadth was 5,20 m.

About room no. ¥ 1t was joimed with the room in the north which was
given the number 9.A It was also of a rectangular shape.Only its breadth
was measured wiich about 4,80 mi, but its lenath could not be discovered
because part of the room is in the orphanage building. This room is in the
north-west.

The most important archaeological findings which were discovered in
this site were in the kitchen. The kitchen was of a large size. It was part
of the appartment which was linked to the military fortress which con-
firms that the inhabitants of this fortress were soldiers and of great number.

We discovered during our excavation that the rooms and the corridors
septic tanks were all in the north west of the fortress and its foundations
were at the level ofthe foundations of the original building. This makes i1t
casy to get rid of the dirty waters which ran in the south of the kitchen.
These inhabited appartments were joined with cerridors,their breadths
are equal, they are without roofs and have remained like that for different
periods. Some of these corridors werc covered with roofs i the later
decades.

The team found in these rooms places to keep animals ready to be killed
for the inhabitants of the fortress. A stable in the south of room no. 7
was found also. It was of a small depth and it was ruined because of the
years. It was also found in the middle of no. 8 abench which slopes
to a small basin. This was a place to slaughter animals. Beneath the basin
there were remains of blood which has become black ( See form 11).

To clarify the place from different peoints, the team joined no.7.8.9 of
the plac= B with other numbers. It seems that there is no wali separating
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The first week of the excavation was the week of discovering the added
walls on the original walls. the heights of the walls werc short and of med-
ium thickness and they were stuck on the two walls mentioned above
But after the cover from the wall, a new sheet of wall was seen. This
wall was also covered with tarmacadam. It was built as a bath with lavat-
tories for the inhabitants. To this we gave no. (1). The two sides of this
place were built with bricks and stones and it was covered with tarmacadam
The roof was built with stones and covered with tarmacadam .

About no. (2) which is situated directly on the Tigris River, the added
walls were directed towards the North and its depth reached the bed of
the dirty waters.From it there is a branch which goes directly to the river.
The cover was removed. We found only two edges of the wall. The levels
of these walls were at the same level of the earth. The breadth was 1,50
m. It was found in store no. (3) , many potteries, stones, grains and mud
accumulated for ages. The number division which the site was divided
into and number, was of a great usc we would not confuse the discovered
rooms and the things which were found in it. It made it easy for us to know
the remains of each room. ( See maps 224) .

We started reconstructing the rooms and the corridors from down to
up, from no.4A which was of rectangular shape and was divided into two
between it a corridor. The length of the first part was 2, 65 m and the second
3, 40 m. The breadth of the room was 5, 20 m and the thickness
of its walls was 1, 75 m from the north while the thickness of the south
wall of the room was 1, 90 m. The thickness of the wall of the corridor
was less than the thickness of the two walls which were beside It was about
1, 30 m. It was discovered on two ruined ovens for making bread .
The team took the plotos and the measurements of the ovens. The diameter
of the mouth of the ovens was about 46 cm. The ovens were full

of ashes and stones. They were cleaned after the foundations of the ovens
were discovered .

About no.(A) which was a corridor separating the septic tanks and the
bath and situated between the north Kitchens. The heights of this corridor
were less than the ojher building in the fortress. The team tried to discover
the original layere which rested on mountains. ( It is believed that the for-
tress was built on the mountain ) . The team removed the earth and found
verv kFard yellow stones . These hard stoses were built on by the inhabitants



Bash Tabiya
First Season

The University of Mosul appointed in the 12th June 1969 a team for
excavation headed by Dr. Talat al - Yauer with Abd al - Wahid ar - Ram-
adani as supervisor on the excavation team which took place in the Islamic
Archacological site of Bash Tabiya in Mosul. The team consisted also of
Muwafag Ahmad as civil enginecr and representative from the General
Directorship of Antiquity. Five skilled workers from Shirkat known for
their previous work with excation teams in Nineveh helped the excavation
team : while the unskilled workers who joined the team were over fifty
who worked constantly during the first secason of excavation , which lasted
over four months .

The task given to the team was to discover from the ruins of the fortress
of Bash Tabiya what was unknown , hidden and unrevealed. Therefore
the team started its task by making a careful survey of the fortress
and the mounds around it. The survey covered also the iands which surr-
ound the fortress. The tecam aiso took photos of the site from its different
sides and specially the remains of the ruined tower of the fortress and the
remains of its extension towards the nerth-west; besides the team took the

photos of the fallen walls and roofs and the indoor corridors and the wall
which surrounds the fortress .

The team chose the system of alphebetical order naming the buildings
of the fortress and also giving a number to each building which was going
(0 be excavated. By this way the team would make the task easy and better
organized to get exact historical information about the site and would
avoid confusion with the archaeological findings in different ports of the
>uilding .

The digging started between two standing walls which were
sartly ruined. These walls were extended to the south. The team foll-
>wed this extension in opposite directions { east and west ) . In this way
he team would know the extension of the two walls. Moreover the team
vould know the late period which were sticked on the original walls which
vere built from plaster and stones. The foundations of the walls were cov-
-red with tarmacadam to stop dampness from penetrating the walls, which
iappens usually because of the water used by the inhabitants of the for-
ress . ( see plates II . IIl . )
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walls and towers when the army of Tahmasib retreated. In the year 1236-
1830 Ahmad al-jalili reconstructed the fortress of BashTabya. After this
date we knov nothing about reconstructing the fortress because it was
rulned and nothing was {eft except part of its tower and its wall. At the
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present time the University took the task to reconstruct the building.
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was built to accommodate thousands of
soldiers. It has stores for munitiors and weapons. This is mentioned by
Ibn al-Athir when he spoke about Chawli in the year 502-1108. Chawli
left the city leaving his w-fe arad his son Yusiq. In the city hived a thousand
and five hundred Turkish horsemen and other soldiers: 1

One of those peopic who were interested in building the {ortress and
strengthening its towers afier it was ruined, wes Fakr 2l-Din b. Abd-al-
Masth, the miister of Sayf al-Din Ghazi who took his viziership in 566-

1170 . 2

The city was visited bv !.i;‘"t. Jubayr, the Andalousian, n the year 579-
1183, He described the city by savinog “‘in the top of the city there was a
gicat foriress built firmly, arcund the fortress there was an ancient wall

J

with towers and there were houses Uelonging to the sultan and there was
a strezt separating the city from the forJess.” 3

-

This fortress extends from RBash Tabiya in the North to the tomb of
Yarva b (Tanvm, to the souih and from there to the ruins of the graveyard
ai-Maqib in the cast. and from these ruins it goces o the north to the street
which goss t th Hosmtai . H ends in the western wall west of the gate
of zuriya. ['s dimension i3 abo 300m?2.

the appartinents of the fortress has
Il |
fth

t 63
[t 1s regretted that nothing about
s of the gates of the fortress. They are

reached uvs, but we know the na
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2la which gees t¢ the square cf the city in the west.
ab al-Sir which goes to the river. \ /hen Salah al-Din Ayubid came to
Mosul in 578-1182, Mujahid al-IDin b. Gimaz went out for some nights
from the gate of al-Sir carrying torches with them, chasing the army
of Salah ai-Diin .
1. Ibn ai-Athir, al-Kamil /7 al-Tarikh, X,172.
2. E‘oid op., Cit., Xi, 134.
S , Rilla, p 188.
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rounded the city fortress taken by Basasiri who pulled down the fortress.4

This secret gate i1s very important and one of the strongest gate of the
fortress. 1n the year 566-1170, when Nur al-Din Zingi surrounded the city
of Mosul* he swore that he would never enter the city by the secret door
to defeat the rebel Abd gl-Masih Fakhr al-Din who oppressed his nephew
Ghaz1 . |

The fortress is connected with Qara Saray. It was called before the house
of al-Hilka or the houses of Saray. These houses were built by Imad al-
Din Zinki. They were situated on the Tigris river and it is said by Ibn Ju-
bayr that these houses were separated from the top till the bottom with a
large street. This street was built by the Uqaylids. 2

In addition to that the foriress was a headquarter of the army and it was
a prison for the outlaws. In this prison lived Qutb al-Din Mawdud who
was previously governor of Mosul in 558-1162 and, his minister al-Jawas
al--Isfahani . 4

It is mentioned also that in this prison lived lzz al-Din Masud, governor
of Mosul in 559-1162, and his minister Mujahid al-Din Qimaz. 5

The fortress remained in good condition till the year 660-1261, when it
was surrounded by Sindraghwa. In that year it was reconquered and it
was pulled down . 6

The rest of the fortress was demolished by the Turkish invader Taymur
Leng who came to Mosul in 796-1393 . 7

After this period the city of Mosul was taken by the Ottmanids and the
governor of the city Bakr Basha b. Ismail ordered to build a wall for the
the city in the year 1035-1625 . 8

It should be mentioned that the fortress was taken as a headquarter
by Husayn Basha al-Jalili and he took care of the fortress by rebuilding its

4. Al-Daywachi, op cit, p 119. 1bn Kuthayr a/-Bidaya wa al-nihaya fi al-Tarikh, Cairo,
1351 AH, 1932 A.D. IHIX* p234. 1bn al-Futi, al-Hawadith al-Jamia wa al-Tajarib
al-nafi a , ed Mustafa Jawad, Baghdad, 1351-1932, pp 346-347.

. Ibn al-Athir, al-Kamil, 1X, 198. 1bid, Loc., cir., X, 147.

. Ibn Jubyr, Rihla, p 188

. Ibn Khallikan, II, 72,

. Ibn al-Athir, IX, 46 .

. al-Hawadith al-Jami a, p 346-347; Dhahabi, 1, 188; Ibn Kuthayr, al-Bidaya wa al-
nthaya, TIIX, 234; Ibn al-Ibri, p 294-295 .

. Ibn Alarb Shah AJa ib, al-Qudur Fi Akhbar Tavnur Leng, 188-47;

. Al-Ummari, Yasin, K. al-Udaba, Manus .

8. Ibid, op., cit, loc. cit.
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THE FORTRESS OF BASH - TABIYA
T. R. Yawer (Ph.D.)

Historical background.

The fortress is situated in the city of Mosul on the westside of the Tigris
river, built on a hill near to the bank of the river. The founder of the for-
tress is unknown and the time in which it was built is also unknown. But
‘rom the references we have. mention is madc that the wall of Mosul is
known in the periods following : In the time of the Umayyad it is said
that Marwan B. Muhammad was the one who made it as a city with a
diwan and he built a bridge connecting both sides of the city and he also
built a wall for the city. In the time of the Abbasid period, the caliph al-
Abbas appointed Yahya b. Muhammad instead of Muhammad b. Sul.
The new governor looted the city and killed thousands of citizens and pul-
led down the wall of the city. 1t is said also that the city revolted against
the caliph al-Rashid, this capliph is said to have pulled down also the wall
of the city. 1

At the time of the Uqaylid, it is said that the miribn Qurmis built a new
wall and its remains can still be seen at the present time. 2 While at the
time of the Atabiks, mention is made that Sayf al-Din b. Mawdud re-
erected the wall of the city, in the year 564 AH. It is said also that the
founder of the Atabik dynasty was the first to re-erect the wall of the city
and that ibn Mawdud rebuilt the wall of the fortress and strengthened its
towers. 3 When the great Mongol invasion came from the east, Mosul
was a target, the city was looted and the walls pulled down in the year
660 A.H.

Reference is made that the fortress of Bash-Tabiya is mentioned in the
Vth century after Higra in the year 450 AH 1085 AD. A fight broke out
between Ibrahim b. Yanal and al-Basasiri . 1t is said that al-Basasiri sur-

I' Yaqut al-Hamawi, My Jam al-Buldan Leibzig, 1286-1869, 11, 196; Al-Uzdi, 1Qd al-
Jumman, Munus. No. 1584; ( Tarikh al-Mawsil ) ed. Dr. Ali Habiba, Cairo 1387-

1967, U, 25; Abu al-Fida, a/~-Mukhtasar Ji Akhbar al-Bashar, Istanbul, 1286 H, 11,
pl6; Al-Buladhuri, Furnh al-Buldan, Cairo (1957 ) 11, p40s.

2. Al-Ma’adidi, Kh., Dawlat Bani Ugayl fi al-Ma:vsil, Baghdad, 1968, pl64;

3. Al-Magqdisi, Abu Shama, al~-Rawdatayn Fi Akhbar al-Dawlatayn Nuriya wa al-Salahiya
Cairo 1287, 1, 43; Ahmad al-Sufi, Khntat ar-Mawsil, Mosul, 1953, 12-13,
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THE FiIRST TEST
1 . Use in sentences :
¢pan, tension, cohesion, experimental, seepage .
Give the meaning of !
data, fracture, elevation, ductile, deformation .
3 . Answer false or true ¢
a. M’BCS cannot be constructed at low clevations .

-2

b . Hydregraphic surveys are often mmade in planning mines .
c . if a thing has fractured, it has lost its deformation .

d . CTontour linzs are ofien found on topogmmuc maps .

e . I a thing is fatigned, it hins plastic deformation .
4 . Insert the proper words in the blanks

a . Arcund the ends of the dam are two ———— which carry
away the excess waicr .
b. Ithasa 10- .;'"oot e down the middle which is covered by
grass .
c. As the water fiows around the ends of the dam in this way , it has
—  energy
d . The dam is constructed of ——-— , or stone and concrete .

e . The body of water which is held back by the dam has ———
encrgy .
THE SECOMND TEST
1 . Use in sentences
interested, si .
. Give the meaning of
get confuscd, undertake, spiliway, hydrographic, kinetic cnergy.

]
5
-
¢
ad
o
o
o
o]
[
e

;
[aN
*‘.‘
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mine, ductile, hydraulic .

3 . Answer these questions
a. Flow m‘uch weicht raust the trucs support 7
b . What are turnpoikes usually made of ?

c . What is mine surveying concerned with ?
e . What decides the shape of the dam

4., W 1'1'{6 2 coherent 3“1"1'31'8.1’11 5 of about g0 WwWOoras , on the 1a10T 1.’?1'010-
) o » ks
161115 wWe fih’d \’Vith dams .
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already heard {rom other lecturers, but we are reading literature with them,
though adapted ; and literature is meant to te enjoyed, and once enjoy-
ment is attained, learning takes place, mostly unconsciously (29) .

With the use of lterary material, nethoc} have to be modified. In brief,
the three steps of effective literature teaching are : first, presenting the
literary text entire as quickly as po “Sa‘cle ‘c help students get the general
drift, or impression, guickly . If the text is too long, it shouid be divided
into self - contained episcdes, and cach saoula be made the subject of one
lesson. A good reading aloud by the teacher is very helpful here. Secondly,
discussing wiin the class the work, or the episode, read to get the details
clearcr.And finally, looking at the work, or the episode, read whole again.
A final reading, in which the class can fzke part, is the appropriate method
at this stage, but the last impression must not be a bad reading . (30)

We feel that this kind of training in English should not be limited to
first - year students only ; it should reaily continue throughout the course
of study, and for all students whatever their specialisation(31).For to gain
mastery over a foreign language, one has to keep in contact with it all the
time, one has to hcar, speak, read, and write it as often as possibie (32) .
What is the use ¢f having Englisii for cnly the first year 7 [t is obvious
that when it is abandoned for the rest of the course, it is bound to dimi-
nish and be forgotion in the course of time. This would be a great waste
for our students, especially after having studied this language since the
age of elzven(33).Furthermore, it would be an unforgivable offence against
the English language itseif which, with its liter iaturc and the ideas and ways
of life it rerlects, can help to make an essential contribution to the devel-
opment and the {lowering of the civilizations of other nations, inciuvding
ours . (34)

29, See Mayhead, R., Urderstanding Literature, Cambridge University Prezs, 1965, pp.
8-9. See also Thompson op. cit. ». 4,

30, See Pattison, B., ““The Literature i_esson” EL cl HVII, Ne. 2, 1964, pp. 61-62.
See also Elliott, A. V. P.. “The Reading Lesson”, ELT, Vol. XV‘I No. 1, 1982, p.
5; and Barnard, G.L. “Reading to the Class ‘W;th Expression” ”, ELT, Vol. IX,
No. 1, 1554, p. 25 .

3i. We have just establishied that English lectures on specialised subjects are not enough
to develop the students’ coral and written expression in the language.

32. See Naser, R. T, The Teaching of kuglish to Arab Students, Longmans, 1963, pp. 3-4.

33. Learning English in Iragi state scheols siarts at the age of eleven when children are
in their fifth primary school year .

34. See Editorial, “Foreign Language Studies: Their Place in the National Life””, ELT
Vol. I, No. 1, 1946, pp. 5-6.




to consume the time and engergy of our English lecturers, it is best tran-
smitted by specialist lecturers, who are supposed to master both content
and language. English lecturers, and the writer is one of them, had better
devote their time and energy to giving pure English lessons to these stud-
ants who, as the tests show, desperately need practice in English. This kind
of training would certainly compliment the work of other specialist lec-
turers and help to produce students ready to understand their lectures
and also capable of self - expression at the same time .

Some might well ask, “What kind of material should be used with our
students instead ? > This query is fair enough, since we have expressed
doubts about the utility of ** Special English . Taking into account the
present standards of our students in English , we believe that adapted lit-
erary material, like short stories(24),short novels(25,)or in fact science fic-
tion(26),could be used effectively(27) to teach the structures and ““mecha-
nisms’’ of English in a context of situation - in the context of literature ,
whether adapted or otherwise(28). Here, we can easily secure the students’
interest in, and enjoyment of, their English lessons. We are not really repe-
ating, in different, sometimes the same, contexts, terminology they have

4. Adapted short stories first like the ones published in Longmans Simplified English
Series, then more advanced material, like that published in Longmans Bridge Series,
and the Heritage of Literature Series, could be suggested. We also suggest here mat-
crial from the National Council of Teachers of English, English for Today, Book
Six, Literature in English, McGraw-Hill, 1964, and John Millington Ward, British
and American English, Longmans, 1967. Then short stories from the following could
be chosen : W. Somierset Maugham, Collected Short Stories Vols. 1-4, Penguin,
1967, and Favourite Stories, by the same author, Avon Book Division, New York.
Stan Barstow, The Desperadoes and Other Stories, Penguin, 1965. Alan Sillitoe,
The Loneliness of the Long Distance Runner, Pan Books, 1965. W. W. Jacobs, Se-
lected Short Stories, Penguin, 1959. Ernest Hemingway, The Essential Hemingway,
Penguin, 1967. Wallace and Mary Stegner ( eds. ) , Great American Skort Stories,
Dell, 1957. And Penguin Modern Stories, Penguin.

25, Like George Orwell, Animal Farm, Penguin, 1955; Doris Lessing, Five, Penguin,
1960; and Six Great Modern Short Novels, Dell, 1959 .

26. Like H. G. Wells, The Country of the Blind and Other Stories, L.ongmans, 1955, and
Selected Short Stories, by the same author, Penguin, 1964. John Wyndham, The
Seeds of Time, and other works by the same writer. And Penguin Science Fiction
edited by Brian Aldiss, Penguin, 1963 .

27. We say ‘“‘effectively”’here as the students’ response to this kind of material has been
very encouraging since we swtiched over from “Special English” to literary English.

28. See Thompson, D., “What is Literature?” in National Association for the Teaching
of English , Eng. Lit. and English Literature, Bulletin Vol. 1II, No. 2, 1966, p 5.
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the scientific content and facts of these texts (18) ; but when it comes to
speech and writing, the oral and written expression of their thoughts in
the foreign language, they suddenly become incapable(19).This difficiency,
shown through the tests above , requires immediate investigation. Obvi-
ously, any kind of treatment would not be effective without pinpointing
the cause of the trouble. To the writer, the core of the problem is the ten-
dency to teach so - called ““Special English™ by English teachers to students
of non - literary pursuits. If the primary purpose of prescribing this kind
of English is to acquaint students with, and help them to master, the scie-
ntific or technical terminology, as is the case in our Colleges of Science,
Engineering, and Agriculture(20),we feel that both our students and English
teachers are wasting their time. Scientific and technical terminology is
already tackled by other specialist members of staff in their lectures. Thro-
ugh constant repetition, terminology is absorbed gradually, and sometimes
quite unconsciously. The same thing need not be done twice, once by the
expert lecturers, and then by the English teachers(21). This obviously creates
boredom in the students, and once boredom sets in, learning stops (22).

From the writer’s point of view, what the students need is not really
training in scientific or technical English to be able to follow their specia-
lised lectures delivered in English, but training in everyday English itself.
For what is the difference] between scientific or technical English and
ordinary Erglish ? The answer is simply that the former variety of the
language is really composed of the latter plus terms or expressions required
by the subject(23).Scientific or technical English, therefore, does not have

18. Here, the writer has his own science and engineering students in mind as well as those
taught English by his colleagues, and whose case is discussed with him.

19. Many a time, non-Arab members of our University stafl have compla ned to the
writer of their students’ incabability of intelligible expression when they talk to them
on specialised, or gemeral subjects, for that matter, although they are certain that
the students do absorb the terminology and jargon of their lectures.

20. See p. 20.

21. The writer remembers some very awkward situations he fell into when he was asked
by some of his science and engineering students about certain specialised terms he
failed to understand himself, let alone explain to the students. Similar situations
are frankly admitted by our colleagues who teach this so-called “Special English™.

22. The writer distinctly remembers the students’ discouraging response to “Special Eng—
lish™. “Not the same thing again!”, “We’ve already had that,sir. Why can’t we have
something else? Something different!”’ are among the comments heard. Comments
like these have sparked off this investigation.

23. See Herbert, op.cit., p.v.



engineering students(13), aiso consists of four questions on the same mate-
rial as the first test. The {irst two questions are the same as in the first test,
except that the words, or terms, chosen were not all strictly engineering,
they included literary cnes. The third question consists of five engineering
queries to be answered in complete sentences. And in the fourth one, thic
students were required to write a composition of about 80 words on an
engineering topic. Each test was marked cut of 100, with twenty - five
marks allotted to every question.Cne hour was allowed for the first test,
and two for the second. {16)

A glimpse at the results in both tests shows the students’ efficiency in
the first test and their defficiency in the second one. The disparity in these
results is so obvious that it calls for careful consideration.In the first tesi,
96.7 per cent of the students passed , and their marks range from 83 to
100, whereas in the second, only 39.2 per cent passed with marks ranging
from 50(17) to 71.The only question that lowecred the scale of marks in the
first test is the first one, where the students had to construct grammatically
correct sentences using the words, or terms, given. This obviously indic-
ates weakness in the language. But in the sccond test, all questions got
bad, or low, marks, especially the fourth one, where the students had to
write a continuous and coherent piece of compositon of about ninc lines
long in correct English. Their effort in this particular question consists
of jumbled sentences which do not really make sense as far as language
is concerned . In addition to their poor performance in composition , it
is surprising to notice that their language weakness is centred round any-
thing that is not purely engincering .

The results above clearly illustrate that although the texts used are espe-
cially prepared or prescribed for the conveniznce of our science, engineer-
ing, and agricultural students, these books do not seem to have done, or
be doing,very much for them in so far as mastery of English is concerned.
Their language skills , particularly speech and writing, are sadly lacking.
Admittedly,these students are able to master, and reproduce when asked,

15. The other groups are taught by another teacher.

16. The writer thought that one hour would be quite enough to do the first test. More
time was allowed for the second test because, besides the composition, it bad items
in it that were not strictly engineering.

17. This is the lowest pass mark in Iraqi schools and universities.
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“English for the Students of Science , Part 1" (8) consists of comprehe-
nsion passages about scientific subjects ranging from Mathematics and
Geology to Chemistry and Medicine. Every passage is followed by ques-
tions designed to train students in sentence - construction , paragraph -
building , and note - taking in relation to purely scientific topics . The other
text , “Special English - Engineering , Books 1 and 2, orignially prescribed
for engineering students, (9) is composed of lessons. Every lesson consists
of three parts : A, B, and C. Part A is a dialogue between two or more
people about an engineering topic; Part B,called “Terminology Practice”,
explains words and expressions thought difficult by the authors , using
everyone of them in three , sometimes more , sentences to make it clear ;
and Part C, termed “Check - up ™, isan exercise to find out if Parts A and
B are understood. The third text, “Special English - Agriculture, Books
1 - 3,(10) is written in exactly the same manner as the second one, except
that the subjects are, of course , different .

The methods used by all English teachers at these colleges ( and they
are three including the present writer ) are more or less the same.(11) The
students are given an assignment to do at home ; then this particular ass-
ignment is discussed in class, and the same procedure is followed with
exercises. Both teacher and students cooperate to make everything clear.

To find out how helful the texts are in increasing our students’ knowledge
of English and ensuring their command of it, two tesis were administered
on one type of these students as a pilot experiment . The first test paper ,
given to {irst-year engineering students, consists of four questions on less-
ons 6-10 in their text.(12) The first one is five engineering terms to be used
in meaningful sentences ; the second i1s again five engineering terms to be
explained in English ; the third question is five engineering statements to
be identified “true” or ““false” ; and the last one is five engineering sen -
tences with five blanks to be filled by students. (13)

The second test paper (14) , given to the writer’s groups of first-year

8. This text is now used with first-year students at the College of Agriculture. Special
English- Agriculture is abandoned for reasons to be mentioned later .

9. We say “‘originally” here, because this text has ceased to be used for reasons we will
explain later .
10. As mentioned earlier, this text is replaced by Engiish for the Students of Science, Partl.
11. From time to time, we discuss our methods with the intention of coming to an agre-
ement about the best to be used in relation to specific subjects or lessons.
12. Special English-Engincering, Book 1.

13. and 14. Copies of these test papers are supplied at the end of this investigation.
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TEACHING SCIENTIFIC OR TECHNICAL ENGLISH
TO IRAQI UNIVERSITY STUDENTS

H. B. M. Al - Sawaf , Ph. D.

The tendency to teach *“‘Special English’ to non - English students of
science , engineering , agriculture , medicine and other non - literary fields
is not new. There are in fact quite a few courses, or texts, especially writt-
en for these types of student.(1)The primary object of these texts or courses
is supposed to train students in the special language, or register, used in
these specialised fields, and help them to master it.(2)In Iraq, this kind of
training is considered most important since the medium of instruction at
the university colleges of science, engineering , agriculture, and medicine,
is English; and almost all books and references used are written in English.
Therefore, special material is prepared (3), or prescribed, (4) for first-year
students(5)of the University of Mosul Colleges of Science,(6) Engincering,
and Agriculture. (7)

1. See Brookes, H. F., and Ross, H., English as a Foreign Language for Science Students,
Vols. 1 and 2, Heinemann, 1967 .See also Ewer, J. R, and Latorre, G., A Course
in Basic Scientific English, Longmans, 1969, Herbert, A. J., The Stracture of Teachn-
ical English , Longman, 1970. English Language Services, Special English-Medicine,
Books 1-3, The Macmillan Company, 1966. Close, R. A., The English We Use for
Science, Longman, 1969. And Garwocd, C. H., “The Teaching of English to the
Non-English-Speaking Technical Student 1 and 2”°, English Language Teaching, ELT,
Vol. XXIV, Nos. 2 and 3, Oxford University Press, 1970 .

2. See Ewer and Latorre, op. cit., p. IX.

3. Al-Khatib, 1., et al., English for the Students of Science, Part 17, Mosul University
Press, 1970 .

4. English Language Services, Special English-Engineering, Books 1 and 2, The Macmillan
Company, 1967. English Language Services, Special English-Agriculture, Books 1-3,
The Macmillan Company, 1966 and 1967. This material is prepared, or prescribed,
with the standards of Iraqi students in English in mind .

5. Why English is studied only in the first year will be discussed later .

6. Although English is no longer taught here, English for the Students of Science, Part I
is still used with the students who failed their English last year. Why English is no lon-
ger taught at this College will be discussed later.

7. The writer cannot understand why English is not taught at the College of Medicine.
Throughout this investigation, the writer is focusing on the University of Mosul since

his language teaching experience is acquired there .
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member of our staff” and how these awful business men who had gor con-
trol of the estate had put this creature in . (31)

36 - He had given his quarry a good start and had set out in Max’s Humber,
which he /ad left below by the sea wall . (32)

37 - She jerked a finger at the door which let to the shed where he had slept
the previous nignt * (33)

38 - His mind was crowded with memories ; memories of the knowlege
that 2ad come to them when they closed in on the struggling pig, knowledge
that they had outwitted a living thing, imposed their will upon it, taken
away its life like a long satisfying drink. (34)

To sum up, we may say that the use of the past perfect is determined by
these factors :

1 - Stylistic Choice. A sequence of the past perfect tenses is cumbrous;
we often find the past simple used instead of the past perfect .

2 - The Nature of the Verb. A completed action, or an action of short
duration is expressed by the past perfect ; whereas an uncompleted action,
or an action of long duration is often expressed by the past simple instead
of the past perfect. The past simple is also used instead of the past perfect
when the verb expresses a state or a result rather than an action .

3 - The Position of the Verb. The past perfect tense is often replaced by
the past simple in the subordinate clause, especially in temporal clauses.

4 - The Force of Contrast. The past perfect is used as marker of the
shifting back of events into a more distant past .

31 Angus Wilson, The Wrong Set, p. 60 .

32 Iris Murdoch, The Unicorn, p. 105 .

33 Graham Greene, The Man Within, p. 44.
34 William Golding, Lord of the Flies, p. 67 .
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reise, he fiad heard Mrs Davidson’s agitatad whisper, like the distant fiow
of a mountain torrent . (24)
79 . His father fiad been killed in a running fight al sea and dropped uno-

Doy

4

btrusively over the side while he was lzaining 1o deciine ‘oikia’ at his school
in Devon . (25)

30 - When she was expecting her second child, M ariha fhad thowght of
writing to the author . . . (26)

31 - While major was speaking four large rats fad crept out Of
and were sitting on their hind - quarters listening to him . (273
29 . He and the taut woman Jlad develaped o cheerfi it friendship
through their many brief encounters when  he was lecking or
unlocking the garage and she stood i her doorway with her toes i giey
oym shoes planting exactly at the edge of the sijl . {28)

In the above examples the past perfect siresses the compictencss of the
action, whereas the past simple or the past confinuous stands for an uni-
inished action .
1V. One type of subordinate clauses wheie the past perfect  frequently
occurs is the relative clause. This is hardly surprising since the antecedent
of the clause is often defined by means of events which happe: red in the
more distant past. Moreover, there is eften contrast Letvween the veib (5)
of the relative clause and the other verb (s) of the sentence ; which requ-
ires the use of the past perfect tense, as in the foliowing examples .

33 - The two horses had just lain down a brood of ducklings, which fad
jost their mother, filed into the bara . . . {Z9)

34 - In the days when Cottingham park had been the big cstate and the few
houses of Cotiingham no more than a hamiet clustzred lzaseechingiy at
its gate, park lodge was the Dower House, built for somebodys’ mother-
in -law who could not be tolerated up at the big house and had been put
at the bottom of the garden with the compoct heap . (3C

35 - Sir Harlod had spokenso oftenof himas ‘my torchbearer,the voungest

24 Somerset Maugham, Collected Shoit Stoiies, 1, p. 11,
25 Graham Greene, The Man Withia, p.  11.

76 Monica Dickens, The Heait, p. 25.

27 George Crwell, Animal Farm, p. 11.

78 Monica Dickens, The Heart, p. 55.

20 George Orwell , Animal Farm, p. 7.

30 Monica Dickens, The Heart, p. 34.
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cheaue . (16)

91 - Dick had come out of the trees to Tommy the moment tire two men
left the day before . (17)

11 - When verb to Be, the past participle, or to Have express a state or a
result rather than an action, and these verbs occur in the subordinate cla-
use then the pact simple is normally used instead of the past perfect, as 1n
the following examples .

22 - He had baptized them when they were babies . (18

23 - They had botl known her when she was a child and they long - legged
boys . (19)

24 - At the beginning, when the laws of animal Farm ywere first formulatcd
the retiring age had been fixed for horses and pigs at twelve . (20)

25 - They had started the rebuilding of the windmill the day after the vic-
tory celebrations were ended. (21)

26 - They had almost quarrelled about it some weeks ago  when she frad
refused i go to studio One to see the Raimu film beeause she fied her next
lesson to prepare . (22)

Occasionally we find the past perfect of such verbs used in the subor-
dinate ciause, whiist the verb of the main clause is put 1n the past simple.
However, such examples are not common .

97 - When her mother had been alive, she paid thirty shillings of the two
pounds a week she earned towards the house - keeping . (23)

'The nse of the past perfect in the above example is due 1o the force of con-
trast .

JIT . In verbs which indicate simultaneous actions, the past simple or the
st continuous expresses an action of long duraticn, whercas the past
ect denotes an action which took only a short time .

e
o

[\ N e
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prg

S - As he walied past them backwards and forwards for the sake of exe-

16 bid ., p. 103.

17 Doris Lessing Five (Penguin, %66}, p. 234 .

18 John Wydham, The Midwich, p. 59 .

19 Somerset Maugham, Collected Short Stories, T, p. 18.
20 George Orwell, Amimai Farin, p. 94.

Ibid .
Angus Wilson, The Wrong Set, p. 99.
Trpris Lessing, Five, p. 76 .
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9 - She had gone there because she had promised the old ladies that she
would . (6)

However a sequence of the past perfect tenses is cumbrous, and the past
simple is often used instead of the past perfect in the following cases :
I - The past simple is often used instead of the past perfect in the subor-
dinate clause, especially if it is a temporal clause introduced by when, after,
as soon as , since, etc . ; although the simple past may also occur instead
of the perfect in other types of subordinate clause .

10 - When she felt better she had explained that in changing the boys’ na-
pkin she had pricked him with a pin . (7)

11 - Come out on the lawn, Barry had said when she first arrived .(8)

12 - Trever had talked big about helping Norman, when she fold him the
boy had won a scholarship at london University .(9)

13 - She had never in fact been able to distinguish religion from supers-
tition, and had given up her own practice of it when she discovered that
she could say the lords’ prayer quickly but not slowly . (9)

14 - His second front teeth, already gone through neglect. His grandmo-
ther had pulled them when they went bad . (10)

15 - Each day after her husband went off to work, she had gotten into the
second car and driven to within three blocks of the grey house . (11)

16 - Victoria had discovered Common after she moved into the overheated
stuffiness of Granchester Mansions . . . (12)

17 - Yet they had come at once as soon as they gotr Marian’s note with the
dreadful news . (13)

18 - She had taken to flight as soon as the gun went off . (14)
19 - They had been much better since Edward left Chicago . (15)
20 - Tom and Cronshaw had gone off together the moment they cashed the

6 Ihid ., p. 139,

7 John Wyndham, The Midwich Cuckoos ( Penguin, 1965) , p. 99.

8 Muriel Spark, Voices At Play ( Penguin, 1966), p. 124 .

9 TIris Murdoch, The Bell (Penguin, 19), p. 14 .

10 Monica DicKens, The Heart, p. 210.

11 Philip Roth, The Psychoanalytic Special ( Penguin Modern Stories 1969), p. 10.
12 Monica Dickens, the Heart , p. 103 .

13 Iris Murdoch, The Unicorn ( Penguin, 1966), p. 231 .

14 George Orwell, Animal Farm ( Penguin, 1967), p. 39 .

15 Somerset Maugham, Collected Short Stories I ( Penguin, 1963), p. 53.
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SOME NOTES ON THE PAST PERFECT TENSE
Yowell Y. Aziz, Ph. D.

The Past Perfect tense may be said to express an action that has been
projected further back into time than something else that is in the past
tense. Typical examples given by grammar books are
1 - When they had finished the work they went home .

2 - He knew that he had met the man before .

3 - After she had written the letter she went out to post it .

In each of these examples only one verbis projected into the more distant
past, for which the past perfect tense is used. Grammar books say very
little about the use of the past perfect tense in sentences where two or more
verbs are involved. One may therefore ask : If there are more than one
action projected into the distant past, do we use the past perfect tense for
all these actions ? The present article aims at shedding some light on this
question

'The writer may use the past perfect tense for all the verbs which are
shifted back into distant past, e.g.

4 - Perhaps the most awful moment of the awful days, since she had been
summoned back to the hotel from the office, /iad been the realization of

her own clumsiness . . . (1)
5 - His eyes had gleamed red and small with hatred as he /iad cursed her
for it . (2)

6 - But it had been pitiful to see his poor body when they ad washed him,
and she /had cried with the pain, great, heavy sobs (3)

7 - Each new face had been a stab of anxiety and when unrecognized a
faint relief, until the steady, alternating currents of fear and comfort had
lulled his mind asleep . (4)

8 - When Grace fad organized a short, scrappy play at Christmas, with
costumes made by herself and the class, very few of the parents had both-
ered to come . (5)

I' Angus Wilson, The Wrong Set ( Penguin, 1966), p. 67 .

2 Ibid .

3 Ibid .

4 Graham Greene, The Man Within ( Birkley Publishing Corp., New York, 1958),
P. 25.

5 Monica Dickens, The Heart of London ( Penguin, 1964), p. 62 .
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c. It helps when a person is feeling lonely .
d. It gives pleasure, especially after meals and while drinking.
3. Its disadvantages :
a. Waste of money .
b. Bad for healih :
1. Coughing .
ii. Difficulty in breathing.
1. Loss of appetite .
iv. Bad breath .
v. It discolours teeth .
vi. Cancer of the throat and/or lungs.
vil. Blood pressure.

Paragraph :

Smoking is one of the very bad habits which everybody should avoid.
Unfortunately, many men and woinen are slaves to this habit. These people
believe thatit helps them concentrate when they are thinking, and
gives them relief when they are under pressure. They also say that smoking
helps a great deal when a perscn is feeling lonely, and it gives pleasure,
especially after meals and while drinking. But doctors confirm that this
habit entails grave disadvantages. Tt is really senseless to waste money on
something harmful. Smoking is very bad for health. It causes coughing
and makes breathing difficult. It also causes loss of appetite and makes
the breath smell. Moreover, it ruins the teeth by discolouring them. And
most dangerous of all, it may cause cancer of the throat and/or lungs. It
also aggravates blood pressure. T am very lucky that I have not smoked
in my life, and will never smoke.
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me as I am an Ergish language student. Moreover, most foreign films
are very well produced, and very wide in scope. 1 can say that every film

tackles a new probiem v o new way. %’-’imz!i"-../, watching foreign films helps
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us to compare them with vy way: in theme, acting, and
production For thrso rensons, Liglish and American fiins
wre very popular everywiere, Lot us hope that Arvabic Miims wiil enjoy this

prlvﬂege in the future,
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Paragraph
P floed s alvays {eared here. it takes place in carly spring.
o ke inore precise, i ysually haprens cometime in Ap-il. Rain and snow
are the causes of tire flood. Their amount determines the dangers of the
flood that is coimming. It also denends on the nature o the cold season
that has passed. Last year, for example, we had a very mild winter
with the minimum rain and siiew. Th

1y the Hlocc cavsed no treuble.
But this year, we ore expecting a viory dangerous :!ocd. We have had a very
cold winter with a lot of rain snd snow. Damage to fields, livestock. houses,
m}d buildings is imminent. Tho authorities are k(ﬁf.‘.p?:i'}g a cloge watch con

he sitvation. They cre doing all they can to minimise the danger. Sand
d ms are being built in the throatened arcas. Sacks of sand are placed where
locding 18 expected. Let us hope that this flood will pass without causing
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1.

soon after he arrives. At the same time she has to keep an eye on her
two sons to see that they do their homework. At 6:15 it is time for the
baby to be fed, bathed. and then put to bed. The two boys have to
start getting ready for bed at about 7:15 and if Mrs. Smith does not
watch them carefully, they do not wash very well. Finaily, she has to
wash up the dirty dishes and tidy the living toom and the kitchen. Only
very rarely does she finish this beforc 7:45. 7
Write a paragraph about breaking up at the end of term. Use the fol-
lowing questions as a guide, if you wish.

a. How are the last few days of the term different from the

rest of the term ?

b. What do you have to do beforc you begin the holidays?
How do you feel as the term comes to an end ?
What preparations do you and your family make for the
holidays ?

@]

_CL

c. How do you begin the holidays ?

APPENDIX 2

SAMPLE PARAGRAPHS DCNE ON THE BLACKBCOARD
Topic : My Favourite Television Programme
Pian :

a. What is it ?

How often is it shown ?

c. Do vou always watch 1t ?

d. Why do you like it ?

e. Any suggestions about 1t ?

Paragraph :

The programme | like best is foreign films. namely English and Amer-

ican ones. This programme is normally shown twice a week, and I am glad
to say that I never miss it . Of course, there are reasons why | feel like this
about this programme. In my opinion, the most important of these reasons
are four. First, English and American films demonstrate how English is
spoken by native speakers. Secondly, they show different aspects of the

English or American way of life. These two reasons are most essential 1o

17



We have found that this technique ts most useful and profitable with
our first-year students. Strange as it may seem, we still have a great deal
to do along these lines before we can embark on free composition with
them.(24) This is due to their present standards in English, which must be
taken into careful consideration .

APPENDIX |
THE TEST PAPER

1. Use the following paragraph as a guide, and write another describing

the way you spent a typical day during a holiday you've had .

“Whenever he stayed on his grandfather’s farm during his holidays,
George always had plenty to do. Early in the imorning, he used to feed
the chickens and other farm animals. After he had finished this, he
played with his cousins in the fields until lunchtime. They would
pick blackberries, chase rabbits, look for birds’ nests, and play a hun-
dred-and-onic games. After dinner it was usually too hot to work or
play. so George used to take a nap or read a book. Later in the after-
noon. he and his cousins wculd often go swimming. In the evening,
the animals had to be fed again, the cows milked. and the chickens’
eggs collected. Then it was time for George to go to bed. ”

2. Study the following paragraph. Sec if it has a definite controlling idea.
If it does, underline it and decide if it is completely developed. Finally,
say if there is any irrelevant information in it .

“It is easy to understand why Mrs, Smith is always so busy between
5:45 and 7:45 in the evening . Her two young boys go to school at
7:45 in the morning . and Mr. Smith goes to work at 8:00. The boys
cat lunch at schooi and Mr. Smith takes sandwiches to work for his
lunch. Therefore, Mrs. Smith is not usually very busy at lunchtime.
Mrs. Smith’s youngest child is only eleven months old, so she spends
most of the alternoon sleeping. At about 5:45 Mrs. Smith has to start
cooking because Mr. Smith gets home at 6:30 and wants his dinner

24. 'The techniques of tcaching free composition to our students require further investi-
aaticn wwhich does not fall within the scope of this paper.
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Then the teachor calis Jor their suggestions in connection with the main
weas, oy points, ihet the fopic could cover within the {s of a parag-
rapin of reasenable length. These main peints will form the plan for  the

L e i - - e Py CEDe YR Ay U ;Yi . el AN T
should be the openirg ceimtence, or the lopic sentenca. 14y This dlfo has

P P R N T Faryi et on e 3 3 ey T ms
to be supplied by i students ibemssives, but care should De taken to

ensure that tie topic sentence cinosen should be capable of being develonad.
(15) The plavo s then fellowed point by point, :.n;i sentence aller sente-

ce, with the students supplying the information, until the paragraph
sze a neat shape. The teacher’s role is most important here. Through
his promptings and questions, he should guide and stimulate the students
“without rigidiy conditioning their responses. He must heip ‘mm 1o

develop an ordered sequence of ideas which is basica E/ their own; pro-
o
LS

pted by him to a considerabel extent perhaps, but not hupcsed. 7 (16)
The vse of short sentences shouldbe encouraged at this stags (o E";e’ip the
stucdents se2 clearly 1‘;1«3 siructure, or “skeleton™. of the s¢ t(:m,v.(i Then,

o

having shown capab ty oi using ihe short scntence, thc students can
attemnt linking some of the short seniences to pger, (18) and
thus introduce varicty to their writing. é,"i’;e use of strapie language shouid

.

2iso  be encouragsd 1o p roduce natural and straightforward sentence
zmd not foreed or ariificial ones . (19) Wo  advocate here that the

students write their own contricutions to the paragraph, includin
on tl"-_, voard. This would certainly give them 2 more active 10!

WA L T I ORI T TR DT R G M P TTNTITRN LATL o  TRA AR M1 e £ e g | T

i3, See Hiil, op. ity and Hil, L.A., Cutline Composition Bael, QUP, 1956.
14, Sce Chaplen, op. cit, pp. £ -9 .
See Radlord, W. L., “The Blackboard Compeosition,” ELT, Vol. SRV, Mo, 1, 1969,

-
<
-
-
=
N
1%
&

giaphs in Appendix 2 demonsivate this concern very clear
paragraphs were actua!ly writien on the board by the studenta theimselves and during
their comiposition periads, but we must not disguise here the fact that the fina! forms

&1
of the sentences in these paragraphs owe a great deal to us.

18. Kadford, op. ¢it., ». 51.
19, In thoiy writ ng and speaech, the students often try to Imitate the lansuage of the liter
ature they are reading mva“d 56 of its suitablity for the coniext or situation. They

sometin‘aes Iook for
ing, wrongly of course, that this kind of “forced” writing creates a bettcr inpact on
the readcr than the simplc and natural language does

ficult word and expressions to include in their wrtting think-



not structure. In other words, the students displayed no original cffort in
this item in so far as both language and content are concerned.

There was commotion when we gave the students their test papers back
after the holidays. They were shocked at their grades. But when they cal-
med down, they wanted to know why they all, except itwo, got D.
We asked them a few questions, examples of which are these: Whatis a
sentence? What is a topic sentence ? What is a major support sentence
and a minor support one ? And what is a paragraph ? (9) We discovered
that they really knew all the theory; they even had some theoretical know-
ledge, parrot fashion, of structure, but when they were asked in the (est
1o write, to actually use the language to express their thoughts and feelings
in connection with suggested topics, they were hopeless. They could not
utilise their theory to produce good and coherent paragraphs. The students
were, therefore. told that what they really needed was practice and not
theory, practice in using the language itself and not in memorising theory
about it, practice in sentence - construction and paragraph-building rather
than in the theory of what a sentence or paragraph is.(10) They were also
told that it was not really enough to go through and comment on paragr-
aphs written by other people, professional writers or otherwise. (11)

The crux of the problem is that our students have to be shown step by
step how to write a good, coherent paragraph. They have to be taught
how to walk, so to speak, by taking them carefully by the hand and helping
them with their first steps until they acquire enough strength and confid-
ence to walk on their own with ease and assurance. This kind of help, we
believe, is best given on the blackboard. The students are invited to suggest
a topic, and the one they like best is written on the board . (12)

9. See Chaplen, op. cit., pp. 1-21.

10. Before we gave them the test , the students were using Chaplen, op. cit., as a text-
book, but with another teacher. That is why the first two items of the test were de-
liberately chosen from this source. The third one was chosen from Hill, op. cit., for
reasons to be disclosed later.

11. See Pincas, A., “Writing in Paragraphs” , English Language Teaching (ELT). Vol.
XX1V, No. 2, OUP, 1970, p. 184

12. The teacher here interferes to help the students choose a subject which can be treated
reasonably well within their range of vocabulary and structure as well as  their ex-
paricnce.



and decide if it was completely developed. Then they had to find out if
there was any iirelevant information in it. The third item (7)in the test re-
quired the students te write a paragraph about a chosen topic, and included
suggestive questions for them to use as a guide, if they wished. Four grades
were used In assessing cvery item - A, B, C, and D - that is, the standards
of performance were judged according to the alphabetical order of these
grades. (8) Two hours were aliowed for the test.

The results of the test were simply shocking. Of the eighty-one students
who sat the test none managed tc get A or B. Only two of them got what
we term “‘the lowest pass grade” , C: and all the rest got the lowest grade,
D. Their effort was merely sentences in a jumbled order;and there was no
pattern, sequence, or coherence in the ir ““paragraphs’. Furthermore, the
gnsiectmatter of their “‘paragraphs” was just as confused and confuisng
as their language, with gaps here and there in the same “paragraph.” In
most cases, the subject-maiter was really difficult to foliow;and it took us
literally days to go through and assess what they had writien .

It is significant to {ind that the test item least difficult for the students
was the second . Most of them managed to underline the sentence that
expressed the controlling idea, and single out the irrelevant sentences in
the given paragraph. But they were unable to decide if the paragraph was
compietely developed and how. This really was the most important part
of the second test item, because it required a careful examination of the
paragraph and actually saying in some detail whether or not it was com-
pletely developed . In other words, it cailed for the student’s own judge-
ment of the paragraph and his own evidence of this judgement.

The most difficult item for the students was the last one as the test re-
sults clearly show . They had to create a paragraph with the help of the
few directive questions supplied. They obviously found that this was not
an easy job. But the first item of the test was less difficult for them, because
they had a model paragraph before them. Actually, 79 per cent of them
Just copied the model with very few changes concerning vocabuulary and

7. See Hill, L.A., Free Composition Bock, OUP, 1966, p.<, from which this item was bor-
rowed. It was again chosen on purpose, because the test was given at the end of the
first term, after which the students had a holiday of two weeks,

8. The writer feels that in assessing composition grades are more accurate than marks,

12



A BLACKEOARD COMPOSITION TECHMIQUT
FOR IRAQ) UNIVERSITY STUDENTS
H. 4. M. Al-Sawaf, Ph. D).

i is surprsing to discover that first-year university studenis whose sieid

5f study is English have ncet as yet mastered the besic siructures of the
tanguage and are generally wo k in fundamental ia: (I Th

:ief;'ciemy is aljtpal‘ent in the s ld nts” oral and written expression ot the
anguage. When they speak or write English in thew comrnosition periads,
they cannot use the basic structures effectively, and they & (1] mako a con-
sidera i s number of mistakes, especialiy in their writicn work., They do
not even understand what a paragraph is and how to writz o conerent one
is correct English (7)

To provide evidence of this claim, we gave our lirst-year students a test
i1 written comuosition.(3)This test was really easy to compose. (41t include
oniy three items. Tha {irst ane(S)gave the studel ’w a paregreryn as noguide,
then askea the;n to write ancther on more or less the some bnes, in (e
second item,(6)ythe students were given a paragraph cnd exked to see it

13 {"

had a definite controlling idea. If it did, the students had to singic it out

p—— - R L

o

1. The writer is focusing on first-year students of the Department ol mpropean Langu-
0B P + S f=
ages in the University of Mosul College of Arts Prior (o j

cp) .l.nuht
these students have b en learning English for ezg;‘:t years, Ach

ing this language at the age of eleven when they are in their Tifth veur at the prinary
school, which is a six-year course. Then they go on tearning it at their intermodiate
and secondary schools, which are a three-year course each.

4+

An investigation into the reasons why the standards are s pocr doos not concern thiy

]

study.

3

We could not give the students a really reliable test in oral compos iicn owing 1o the
available to do the job. This could be a subject

.J

fact that we have no audio facilities
for another piece of research when equipment is within reach.
4. A copy of this test is provided in Appendix 1.

—~

5. This item was taken from Chaplen, F., Paragrapih Yrilk
(OUP), 1970, p. 56. It was cho:m daliberately, because the studinty were having a

two-weeks’ holiday after the test.

, Oxford Unitversity Press

6. This item was taken from the same source above, pp. 5-6.

11
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status and elegance, did not reckon the strength of his scientific and proi-
essional ambition . Similarly Dorothea saw Casaubon only as the fulfil-
ment of her idealistic aspirations and not as a husband . Dorothea and
Rosamond confused their wishes with reality . They were too much blin-
ded by the intensity of their egoes to see the facts of life that most of the
people around them could see .

The failure of the leading characters in Middlemarch is full of significa-
nce and meaning . Because Lydgate’s work was so important and so much
of his character was committed to and defined by his professional ambition,
the collapse of his career means total wreck for him . ““At the end heis a
fashionable physician with no interest in discovery , content only to main-
tain a prosperous practice . We see how it has lowered his spirit , slackened
his scruples, embittered his tongue.””(14) Dorothea’s shattered aspirations
left her disappointed, disheartened and depressed. Bulstrode, the town
philanthropist , the promoter of reform for godly purposes , whose position
rests upon fraud - he too shared in the aspirations , the desire for change,
yet he was finally discovered to be a wicked , double dealer in his consci-
ence , and left to fester his own rottenness of heart .

( 14) David Cecil, Early Victorian Novelists, (London: Collins Clear-Type Press, 1966).
p. 234 .



regardiess of the result , “was the thing that gives direction to her
character . > (13) To such a selfish pretentious woman a good house -
keeping consisted simply in ordering the best of everything .

Now Lydgate came to think of himself as the sufierer whose life has
been injured by others , including his wife . He had meant to devote himself
for the benefit of mankind , yet owing to unseen and unfriendly circums-
stances which were thrust into his life , his noble purpose was finally thwa-
rted and his draems shattered .

In Middlemarch , George FEliot illustrated the account of the
lives of two noble - minded characters , Dorothea Brooke and Tertius
Lydgate . Their idealism was strangled and then crushed by associations
with mean - spirited or materialistic personalities . Both of them experie-
neced bitter failure and total disillusionment in their aspirations and ideals.
Lydgate married Rosamond Vincy hoping to have a sympathetic and lov-
ing wife , yet he was soon to discover in her only a deadly egoism of the
spoilt child . Dorothea’s destiny is the result , not just of the narrowness
of her provincial world , but also of her ardent , idealistic nature . Lydgate
fails , not just because of cruel circumstances , but also because of intr-
insic flaw . He was unable to put a limit to the extravagant demands of
his wife . He did not mind the heavy debt that he incurred just to please a
greedy and pretentious wife . The arrival of Dr. Lygate , who was a symbol
of a professional as well as a social advance to Middlemarch aroused the
jealousy and hostility of the local doctors . He was a noble idealist trying
to straighten the crooked practicality of age . Thus , in hoping to advance
both medical research and practice in a provincial town , Lydgate got him-
self entangled with the local conservative forces which succeeded in bring-
ing his final defeat

Most of the major characters came to grief and disappointment because
they were too preoccupied with their aspirations to know themselves and
the decisive social forces which caused their downfall . This ignorance of
self leads to misestimation of the other people . Rosamond , unable to see

in Lydgate anything but a fine marriage that would provide her with social

(13) Jerome Thale, The Novels of George Eliot, ( New York : Columbia University
Press, 1967 ) p. 111 |



in addition v, Lydgate wos so much interested in cxcnding tb bound
aries of scigntific knowledge that he became scoirniu!l ¢
t enable him te gain . Yet it is to bo noted how coeply

he get entangled with Bulstrade , the ignominious and hy

corite banker

Ca
7_

o~

financiai ’Hd to get his medical deai

1is attachment to Bulstrode is based on il belie! that Dulst-
rode zecms fo have good ideas about hospitals , and i"zc s;pc:ii-f:’:s
large sums on usefu! public objects. He might hielp me a gooc

carrying out my medical ideas . (10)
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r. Lydgate did not heed the criticism e 7
Middiemarch that in astociaving with Bulstrode , the wicked and sancti-
ionious merchant , he had -mnpromlsed his noble purposes of medical
accomniishiment for il gotten money . He did not like to frustrate his own
best purposes by getting on bad terms with Bulstrode : he did not hik:

voiing against Farcbrother, and helping to deprive him of function and

salary . Hc WES iavourmg Bulstrode for the sake of mioking himsell impo-
rtant in this world . “Wihat he really cared for was a mcdivim {or his work,

a vehic;"e tor kis ideas . {11) People started to whisper . And for the Jirst
t ‘daate was feeling the hampering pressure cof small cocial conditions,
zmd their frustrating complexity .

5. Lydgate’s stultifying marriage to a shallow, pleasure - loving woman,
“who becomes a ¢log on all his fice schemes , brmgs him to the verge of
ruin , and makes ithe unscifish career on which he
faiiure . 7 {12) Unlortunately hz marriage to Rosamon
sroud , tonacious and preteniious woman , is one of the f"; orvs that almost
brought him to a complete ruin . 5elfish asplratzons rictivate Fosamond
to accept Lvdgate . She thought that Dr. Lydgate was a perfect gentleman

ind for this reascn she adamantly refused to give up her only prospect of
g

;—..-A

18 ﬁrmsc. his hopes a
'rc} , a stubborn

] F‘

sappiness and social reiction . She could not love anyone who was not a
real f.:.v:—:ntlem'“ She decided to marry this young doctor tecause she thought
hat Lydgate d his family would be {inancially and socially a glory to
1er . Lydgate’s continucus concessions to Rosameond were often a result

A 4

Df his inability to resist hu selfish desirves . Her ambition to have everything
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0) B, p. 205 .
1) ibid., p.210 .
i2) Ernest A. Daker, The History of the English Novel, { New York : Barnes and Moble,
In., 1060) Yol . T pp. 256 - 257 .



ctation for success, conficdience in his own powers and integrity of puirpose:
‘T will not profess bravery - “said Lydgate , ‘but T acknowledge
feasure in fighting , and 1 should not care for my
piof,ssmn , 10 1 did not baiieve that be er methcds, were (¢ be

found and cnforced thers as wel! 2s everywhere else .7 (6)
i the bau\«s/ﬂ dnezs under which med-
ical th v_t"}"ﬁh‘t Aa bours In the provincia . Hie has devoted himself
to the obje T haspital tmprovement . ”c was concerned with the poss-

“

OVE
ibility tr 2t he mignt work cut ithe sroof of an anatomical conception and

malie a link in the chain of medical discovery . He decided to be a good
Middlemarch docior , and by that very means keen himeelf in the track

o

of far - reaching investigation . ke was ambiticus above all to contribute

towards enlarging the scientific knowledge , the basis of his profession .

With a generous resciution he wented his medical researches to be at the
disposal of ali mankmnd

e was an ardent fellow |, but at present bis ardour wes absorbed

111 love of his work and in t-;ze ambition of making his life recogn-

i ¢ better lfe of mankind - like other heross of

science who had nothing but an obscure country practice to begin

Di. Lydgate was born in Lendon |, rearved in London , and medically
educated in that la;

o

rog city , vet he refused to practice his professton thaore

That was why I determined not to try anything in Lendon , ior
agood many years at least . [ did not ike what 1 saw when 1 was
studying thers - so much empty bigwiggiem , and otUstructive tric-
A rie have less pretention to krowledge. (8)
Dr. Lydgate was a good - hearted man . Iic was bent on alleviating the

suffering of the poor neople rather than the rich . His case for them was

as a result of his compassion for them . He had & natural vearning to help
the poor and solve their protlems :

Tut I don’t really Lilie attending such people o well as the yoor.

The cases are more monotconous , and one has to go through
mora fuss and histen more deferentially to nonsense . (95

T T R AN DR AT T U ST RS b TR RO A
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{ ibic., ». 153
(7) Xbid., p. 195
( 8) Ibid., p. 204
(9 ibid., p. 327 .



dreamed of finding in her husband’s mind were replaced by mere illusion
and false hopes which seemed to lead her nowhere. She was humiliated to

find herself a mere victim of futile dreams . It was too late for her to find
out the futility of her husband’s efforts to be a great literary figure, a giant
author : instead she discovered a dried - up pedant . a faded scholar , and
an atrophied husband . She came to rezlize her {ruitless attempts to be his
helpmaker in all his kind deeds :
She longed for objects which would be directly beneficent like the
sunshine and the rain , but now it appcared that she was to live
more and more in a virtual tomb , where there was the apparatus
of a ghastly labour producing what would never sce the light. (2)
After the death of Mr. Casaubon, Dorothea resolved ot to marry again,
but, *. . . to take a great deal of land . and drain it, and make a little col-
ony, where everybody should work, and all the work should be done well.
I should know everyone of the people and be their friend . (3) Dorothea
was too good and cooperative to abandon her distressed friend Dr.Lydgate,
“I cannot be indifferent to the troubles of a man who advised me in my
troubles , and attended me in my iliress . 7 (4) Again Dorothea was willing
to come to the help of Dr. Lydgate and defend him against nis foes who
were using everything to get him defamed and driven out of Middlemarch,
“They would know that I could have no other motive than truth and
justice . 1 would take any pains to clear you . | have very littie to do. There
is nothing better that T can do in the world . 7 (5) 1t is obvious that cruel
circumstances and bad luck united in crushing the aspirations and good
intentions of such a goed woman
The other pathetic story , I would like to discuss is that of Dr. Lydgate
whose human ambitions withered under the pressure of provincial narro-
wness. Dr. Lydgate tried to combine the reform of medical practice to
basic research for the benefit of the Middlemarchers . Yet he was pushed
to a tragic end when he was trapped into a stultifying unicn with Rosamond
Vincy , the monster of egoism .
What was the background of this brilliant man ? He was young , poor
very ambitious , very gifted , talented , a fearless man who was fully expe-

( 2) George Eliot, Middlemarch, ( London: Hazell Watson & Viney Ltd., 1970), p.516.
{ 3) Ibid., p. 594 .
( 4) Ibid., p. 790 .
( 5) Ibid., p. 820 .
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guide who would take her along the grandest path . ” (1)

Dorothea’s wish was to find in Mr. Casaubon , ‘the faded scholar’ ., a
champion and a loving husband who would assure her of his deepest love
and would open the gate for new experiences unknown to her . She wished
to have a husband whe was above her in judgment and in all branches of
knowledge , a husband who would be an earthy guardian of her welfare.
To her the delightful marriage must be that where a husband is a sort of
a scholar who is willing to teach you even Hebrew , if you wished. She
thought of the Reverend Edward Casaubon , noted in the country as
a man of profound learning , understocd for many years to be engaged
on a great work concerning religious history ; also a man of wealth enough
to give lustre to his piety. His very name carried an impression hardly to
be measured without a precise chronology of scholarship . Even his mann-
ers , she thought , were very dignified . She was captivated by the accepted
belief that Casaubon was a living and great religious man whose work
would reconcile complete knowledge with devoted piety ; here was a
modern Augustine who united the glories of doctor and saint . The idca
of becoming a wife to such a great man touched her all being with a sort
of reverential gratitude . She was very enthusiastic to learn everything in
order to help him the better in his great work, ‘4 Key To All Mythologies’.
There would be nothing trivial about their lives . Everyday events with
them would mean the greatest things . It would be like marrying Pascal.
She should learn to see the truth by the same light as great men have seen
it. Then she would get rich experience that would enable her to know what
to do when she is older-she should see how to lead a grand life in the coming
years . Even she hopes to be able to get the people well housed in
Lowick ! She thought of her marriage to Mr. Casaubon as an opportunity
that would open for her a fuller life of facts and knowledge , that she would
enter on a higher grade of initiation . She thought that she would be all-
owed to live continually in the light of a mind that she had to highly rever-
ence . It was entirely out of devotion to her future husband that Dorothea
wished to learn Latin and Greek in order to help him achieve the publi -
cation of his book .

But what a pity ! Unseen and cruel circumstances prevented Dorothea
from realizing her aspiration and dreams. Very shortly after her marriage
she began to feel that the large vistas and wide fresh air which she had

(1) George Eliot, Middlemarch, ( London: Hazell Watson and Viney Ltd., 1970 ), p.51.
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MOTIVATIONS IN MIDDLEMARCH
A. M. Al- Samarrai , M. A.

In Middlemarch , George Eliot gave a revealing picture of sordid and
ugly things. She gave the reader a masterly and, indeed, a great psychol-
ogical analysis of human nature and motive. She presented her individ -
uals enmeshed in their cruel struggle in an unjust society, trying to achieve
their aspirations and realize their noble aims, She dramatized man’s vari-
ous attempts, often fumbling and frustrated, to shape his destiny in a world
deeply swayed by the random tides of chance and contingency . The accu-
mulation and interaction of countless choices, of insignificant actions of
ninute and subtle pressures, of invicible motives and unforeseen consequ-
ences - all these create a field of decisive factors which act, now with and
now against, the individual will. The psychclogical and spiritual develop-
ment of her protagonists reveals a process of painful and bitter struggle
to break free from the prison of egoism and grudge into a life of sympathy
with their fellow men. On the other hand , she gave acute studies of spiri-
tual degeneration and petrifaction of the corrupted soul as it creates its
own privaie hell

George Eliot profuse and superb ability enabled her to analyse and set
dramatically into motion cruel forces and pressures which we feel to be
the sinew and bloodstream of any reasonably sophistocated society . In
such a society one can {ind various groupings and asscciations, its
conflicting interests and their influence they exercise .

I have meant this paper to deai with the aspirations of the leading chara-
cters of the book, and as such I will deal with Dorothea Brooke , Dr. Lyd-
gate, and to a lesser degree with theory ., Bulstrode and Rosamond .

At the heart of the novel there is the pathetic story of Dorothea and
Dr. Lydgate, a combined study in defeated aspirations and idealism .
Doeothea is the innocent idealist, anxious to do a great deal of good in a
world which cramps and confines her ardour so that she dwindles into a
futile marriage with the pedantic and sterile Casaubon . She is ardent ,
romantic , innocent , ignorant of her self and the world in which she lives,
normally and literally she 1s myopic . Her acceptance of Mr. Casaubon
as a husband is really motivated by her desire that “The union which attra-
cted her was one that would deliver her from her girlish subjection to her
own ignorance , and give her the freedom of voluntary submission to a

2
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