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i- Idiolect C- /buk/ [u] has lip rounding

ti- Idiolect A- /buk/ [u] has much lip rounding.

iii- Idiolect B- /buk/ [u] has too much lip rounding

The gradual tendancy for the increase of lip rounding will be as follows:

Idiolect C—+A-+ B more lip rounding.

It is this tendancy for gradual increase in the lip rounding of these
different idiolects that determines a correct decision for a precise contrast
between these vowels, which is very significant for any work done in
contrastive analysis.

References:

|—— Abercrombie, D., (1967) Element of General Phonetics’.

3 Brosnahan & Malmberg, (1970), ‘Introduction to Phonetics’.

3— Daniel Jones, (1909), Element of General Phonetics’.

4— Daniel Jones, (1950) ‘An Autline of English Phonetics’.

5— Gimson, A.C. (1962) ‘An Introduction to the Pronunciation of English'.
6— Lado, R. ( 1957), ‘Linguistic, Across Culture’.

7— Pike, K.L. (1943), 'Phonetics’.

8— IPA, (1949), ‘The Principles of the International Phonetic Association.
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e.g., idiolectal difference in pronauncing the word /buk/

i- TIdiolect -A- / buk/=[ buk]=rounded [u] .
ii- Idiolect -B- /buk/=[ buk]=rounded [u] .
iii- Idiolect -C- /buk/=[ buck]=Iless rounded [u]

In fact. Jone’s CVs. technique will varify two vowel qualities regarding
place and manner only. There will be no indication for the amount of lip
rounding accompanying the production of these different idiolects, except
by the nse of the adjectives’ rounded,” ‘unrounded’ or the use of addtional

diacritic to indicate rounded/unrounded quality. -
On the other hand, the suggested technique will identify a degree

of variation of lip ronnding marked on the third dimension. The measure-
ment of the vowel position on this axis is read as an accurate amount of
lip rounding quality of that vowel.

Secondly, diacritics are used in general to indicate variation of vowel
quality. But , in the field of contrastive analysis, diacritics may blur the
degree of difference, because a diacritic is an indication of the existance
and non-existance of certain vowel quality.

For instance, the lip rounding of the same /u/ vowels mentioned before
can be read as follows:

i- Idiolect A- /buk/ [U] no lip rounding.
li- Idiolect B- /buk/ [Ua] with lip rounding.
iii- Idioleet C- /buk/ [Uc] (8) with less lip rounding.

The above mentioned information of vowel quality reveals the distinction
between idiolect -A- without lip rounding as against idiolect -B- and -C-
with lip rounding without any indication of the degree of lip rounding so as
to varify their contrast. It is obvious now that the use of th diacritics has
blurred the degree of contrast between these vowels. This sort of inadequacy
might cause a lot of confusion in any work done in the field of
contrastive analysis, whereas the use of three dimensional technigue is far
better by achieving a greater degree of accuracy in the identification of
these vowels, i.e.,

(8) The diacritic. [c] is used for less lip rounding and [d] for more lip
rounding- see the IPA. (1949) . P. 16.



i- CVs. [i,y)are not identical. Vowel[i] has no lip rounding, while vowel

[ v] has.

ii- The ammount of lip rounding accompanying any vowel is propor-
tionally relevant to the measaring of its position on the third axis. ¢.g. CV.
[y] has more lip rounding than that of [¢] or [oe].

iii- The difference between the quality of CV. [a] and [e] is very slight
that it will be very difficult, if not impossible. to perceive it, because their
position on the diagram is very close to each other.

iv- Although diagram -B- marks gradual increase in the ammount of
lip rounding quality as one moves in his reading of the diagram from thz
bottom to the top. Yet, this, in fact, is not always applicable. Only the
reading of these vowels accompanied with lip rounding modification is
applicable to this generalization, while others are not. e.g..

Readinga. [ OE—-—0e —— ¢~y] Generally gradual increase is present.
Reading b. [ a—» ¢ —e~i] Generally no gradual increase is present and better
said no lip rounding at all.

Conclusion

Finally, we can conclude to confirm the validity of this work by stating
its applicability to the work of phonetics, phonemics and contrastive phone-
tics. Firstly, the degree of accuracy achieved in describing any vowel quality
wilt determine a decision for a tendancy of gradual increase or decrease in
any quality marked on every axis. And by relating these variations of
quality to the CVs. vowel quality as a reference, a decision for the degree of
variations within any of the axes is established, to identifying an area
on the diagram for both phonetic and phonemic relavances, which, is
essenially significant for contrastive phonetics.

For example, gradual variations of this sort wiil provide a better degrec
of differences between different pronunciations of one vowel varified by
idiolectal and dialectal variations. These variationsare basically important
when they are used in contrastive analysis . (7)

(7) See Lado, Linguistics Acrass Culture, 1957 pp. 9-50.
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Diagram -A- Diagram -B-
D. Jone’s Cardinal vowels The suggested three

Dimensional Convention

Whereas Jone’s CVs, diagram fails to illustrate the effect of lip rounding
quality on the position of both primary and secondary CVs. the new -

integrated three dimensional technique will easily varify between the posi-

tions of these vowels not only to mark the presence and absence of this queity
but to indicate its ammount on a third axis semi-detached to what is already
known to us as Jone’s CVs., two dimensional, diagram -A-.

The reading of the new diagram -B- will help to identify an additional
vowel quality-Lip-rounding. The measuring of the distance separating the
position of any vowel on the third axis from the other two axes is an
accurate reading to the ammount of lip rounding accompanying the
articulation of that vowel.

For example, a correct reading to the diagram -B- will reveal
the following phonetic facts.

23



A Suggestion for a Three Dimensional Convention:

Daniel Jones was successful in establishing this geometric scale to
illustrate on paper the position of the highest point of the tongue only in
vowel production correspinding to its position inside the mouth. Now, it
is suggested here that a third dimension is to be added to this geometric
scale so as to get full use of all its ranges. An integrated scale of three-
dimensions can achieve even greater accuracy in describing vowel quality.

To arrange all the variables underlying the auditory feartures of a vowel
on a scale at one iime is extermely difficult if not impossible. Hence, all
these auditory features have to be arranged according to their role in id-
entifying vowels. Following Jones convention of marking a vowel quality
on two dimensions, the following arrangement is made:

i—  front/ back

ii— close / open

iii— rounded / unrounded

iv— Lax / tense

v— ( long/short)

vi-  nasalization/non-nasalization

vii- retrofiexed / non retroflexed

Thus,the possibitity is still existing to identify a further third variable of
a vowel quality selected from the other remaining unmarked variables from

__the list above. An additional vowel quality can simultaneously be marked
on a third dimension to add a greater degree of accuracy to the description
of vowels by extending the two dimensional limit of the Cardinal Vowels

" technique.

Thereupon, the suggested integrated technique will mark a clear contrast
between thc positions of the primary and secondary CVs...to which D,
Jone’s two dimensional convention is rather unsuccessful.

Jone’s convention allocates only one identical position for both the primary
and secondary CVs. The following diagrams will reveal this cont:ast.
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which is acoustically described by the formants. (5) A spectrographic display
of a vowel sound may show three or more different formants, The first of
these formants is referred to as the input of the voice quality or the fund-
amental freuency. The other formants are the output of this fundaments]
frequency modified by a final process of resonance taking place within the
pharyngeal, oral and nasal cavities.

The passage leading from the larynx to the beginning of nasal and oral
cavities is like a tube functioning as a link and causing cavity resonance.
It is possible for this tube to produce frictional noise waen the narrowing
of the stricture, made by an exterme retraction of the root of the tongue,
is close enough to produce friction perceived as higher than the voice qual-
ity of a vowel changing the vowel to a fricative. The nasal cavities are re-
speonsible for nasalization added to the vowel quality whenever the velum
is lowered allowing some of the pulmonic air to diverge through the nasal

cavilies, e.g., the following vowels are nasalized vowels. fa/, fel, Juj.etc

The oral cavity may be further divided into two different cavities:
the buccal cavity and the labial cavity. The former is responsible for several
aspects of vowel quality i, e; back/front/close/open, lax / tense, {long/

short) and retroflexed/non-retreoflexcd. The latter is only responsible for
rounded/unrounded quality. ‘

Cardinal Vowels : Where asit is rather easy to make a valid acousticdescription
of a vowel quality by using instruments, it is difficult, yet still possible, to
describe a vowel quality (on the basis of articulatory data supported by -
x-ray tracings and impressionistic judgements) by relating the unknown
vowel to the already known one. This solution to the diff icuity was advanced
by Daniel Jones, when he established the sct of Cardinal Vowels. (6) The
Cardinal Vowels system is an equi-measured scale of eight different points

of reference to which other vowels can be related describing them in two
dimensions:

I— A dimension of close/open quality.
2— A dimension of front/back quality.

(5)- Brasnghan and Matmbery, 1970 p.37, and Pike, 1947, pp. 67-69,
(6) - See Daniel Jones, Cardinal Vowels 1914, pp. 18-22.



Voiced vowels have no local strictures producing local friction which can
be heard as a noise above the glottal tone.

Cavity resonance affects the quality of these sounds witout adding
audible friction to them. In voiceless sounds the difference is still present,
but it is not so marked and the borderline is not clear cut. Hence it is
difficult to perceive a voiceless vowel without the addition of local friction.
Tre following will illustrate the difference.

VOICE LOCAL CAVITY RESONANCE
- GLOTTAL FRICTION AFFECTS SOUND & SYMBOL
TONE AUDIBLE THE QUALITY

+ + + Voiced friction /&/
+ + — voiced fricative /z/
- + - voiceless frcative [s/

voiced vowet /U/
voiceless vowel [ 3/
whispered vowel /h/

|
!
+ + +

Voiced Vowels and their Description :

Tn the case of voiced vowels, it is clear that part of the vowel quality is con-
tributed by the larynx itself. Instrumental phonetics provides us with the
techniques with which spectrographic displays of voiced vowels are obtained
1t is not so difficult to determine the rate of the vibration of the vocal cords,
responsible for or accompanying different vowel sounds, by mathematical
calculations. The fundamental frequency of any vowel is read in the value
of cycles per second ( cps.) or hertz ( hz)—as the unit of frequency of per-
iodic phenomena equal to one cycle per second.
It appears also that the same techniques can be used to determine the
final, complex quality of a vowel, resulting from the line of filtering within
~ the supra-glottal vocal tract. This sort of phonetic process is calted resonance
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VOWEL QUALITY AND A SUGGESTION FOR THREE
DIMENSIONAL CONVENTION OF IDENTIFICATION
By
LASIM M. AWANESS
Dept. of European Langnages
Introduction :

Work on the area of vowels is generally related to the following concapt;
‘a glottal tone modified by the action of the upper resonators of the mouth,
pharyngeal and nasal cavities.’ (I} This concept usually underlies basic vowel

quality. The glottal tone is that of phonation. Voice is produced as the vocal
cords are set into vibration, that is into steady repetition of opening and

closing movements. The rate of vibration determines the fundamental
frequency of the glottal tone (2)

Kinds of vowels

Yet not all vowels are voiced. Voiceless, whispered, breathy and creaky
vowels may exist within the pronuciation of some languages. In English
for examples, the first vowel of the word porato is someties pronounced as

voiceless vowel (3) [9] in [ p ? ‘teitou ],

A combination of whispered and voiceless vowels may also occur.
In English too, [h] can be regarded as a voiceless vowel plus whisper and[A]
is regarded as voiced vowel plus whispcr when the latter occurs in inter-
vocalic position, e.g. [£] in [ ba ‘Aaind].

Other sorts of vowels are made equally with other air stream mechanisms
when the tongue occupies a vowel position. But, some of these vowels are
difficult to perceive and others are inaudible, because firctly , the air
stream is short and and weak.Secondly,there are two types of friction :
local friction and cavity friction . (4)

|-— Gimson, The Vowel Type 1970, second edition p. 35

|~~ Brosnahan and Malmberg, The Larynx and the Glottis 1970 pp. 31-39,

3— Abercrombie, Voiceless Vowels 1967 pp. 58-59.

4— See Pike, chp. V. Classification Criteria 1947 pp. 71-73. As he mentions
local friction, referring to noise, cavity friction. referring to resonance.
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in conversation , tests can be conducted on the same lines above, 1.e.
aural-; oral aidsjcan be used and the students’ comprehension of a recorded

piece’ is evaluated through carefully prepared questions abovt it. (16) An
alternative testing device is for the teacher to invite his students to talk,
uninterrupted}, about a topic derived from a radio or television programme,
or film, record their conversation on tape, and then go through thetape at
leisure for analysis and evaluation. (17)

For testing purposes, conversation and written composition could be
made! to complement each other in this way. The students could be given a
set of conversational phrases (18) and then asked to imagine and write a dia-
logue; of, say, two pages where these phrases might occur. Alternately, the
students could be invited to write a conversation or discussion between two
or more people about a suggested topic. The end product here could take
the form of a short play, and the best effort, to the teacher’s mind, could be
read out loud in class by the writer, or indeed it could be acted also inclass.
This technique would, in our estimation, create a healthy and competitive
atmosphere among the students,and indeed plan a perfect marriage between
the spoken and written forms [of the language, i.e. between the two most
difficult of the four language skills. (19)

16. For testing purposes, we believe that a recorded diclogue should be played
only once.

17. If the class is too big, it can be divided into groups, each having its
own topic to talk about, and its own time as well.

18. See Ball, W.J., A Practical Guide to Colloguial Idiom, Longmans, 1961.

19. Throughout this paper, we have concentrated on conversation as we have
already tackled composition in the previous issue of this periodical.
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in connected speech.(11)Third, the whole piece of conversation, or play, is

played bach again non-stop to help the students grasp everything, i.e.
general drift, details and all.
As a change from the work with the tape-recorder or record-player, the

teacher could stimulate conversation in class about films and radio and
television programmes, especially those in English.(12)These conversations
could be recorded on tape, and then played back in class for remedial pur-
poses. Occasionally, the teacher could ask a small group of students of, say,
three or four to volunteer and talk about a topic they like in front of the whole
class. In the course of the conversation, the teacher steps into the back-
ground, listens witli the rest of the class, and buts in whenever he feels
necessary to make corrections. And in so far as pronunciation is concerned,
we feel that the model to adopt should be the variety of English spoken
by educated natives in south-east England,} which is often referred to as
Received Pronunciation(R.P.for short), that is ‘accepted pronunciation’.(13)
To take this sort of English as a model is not without grounds. First and
foremost,R.P.is easily understood almost everywhere in the English-speaking
world.(14)Secondly, the present writer, a British graduate, is now handling
the subject with forth-year students of English at the University of Mosul.
Thirdly , nearly all tapes and gramophone records of English speech ,
available at our disposal, are based on R.P.(15).

11. See Haddock, N., Practice in Spoken English , Cambridge University
Press, 1959. See also O’Connor, J.D ., Better English Pronunciation,CUP,
1971, pp. 114-162; and Pring, J.T., Colloquial English Pronunciation,
Longmans, 1960, pp. 35-68.

12. We often have some very good English, American, and Australian iserials
and films on TV and in the cinema.

13. See O'Connor, op. cit., p. 7.

14. See Jones, D., English Pronouncing Dictionary, Dent, 1972, p. XVIII.

15. For discussions about different accents of English, see the following:

a. Abercrombie, op. cit., pp. 41-56.

b, Gimson, A.C., “The Transmission of Language” in Quirk. R., The
Use of English, Longians, 1963, pp. 277-283.

c. Tataru, A., “On the Specific Character of Pronunciation,”ELT,
Vol. XX1V, No. 1, 1969, pp. 26-27.

d. Windsor Lewis, J., ‘The American and British Accents of English,”
ELT, Vol. XXV, No. 3, 1971, pp. 239-248.
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the four-year B.A.course,(8)and these pieces could be followed upin this way.
The teacher could invite the students to suggest a topic for discussion in
class , introduce it himself for a few minutes, then declare it open
to the class, (9) As the students exchange their contributions, the teacher
acts as a guide , butting in when he sees fit to set the drift of conversation on
the track intended or to offer corrections to errors made .

An alternative , or indeed a complementary technique to the above,aural-
oral aids, like the tape-recorder or record-player, should be used in class,
if available. Recorded conversations, or modern plays,(10)should be played
at least three times before any discussion, or commentary, about them takes
place. First, the whole piece of conversation, or play, should be played all
the way through, without stoppage or interruption, to help the students
get the general drift. Second, the piece or play is played back slowly,stopping
at the end of each utterance, or as often as the teacher thinks necessary,
and drawing the students’ attention fo , and then explaining, important
points like conversational expressions, pronunciation problems, especially
weak forms, stress, rhythm and intonation, and how these features operate

8. See MacCarthy , P.A.D., English Conversation Reader, Longmans, 1964,
See also Judd, J.0., English Conversation for Foreign Students, George

G. Harrap, 1966; Ball, W.J., Selected Texts of Modern Dialogue, Long-
mans, 1962, Conversational English, Longmans, 1962, and Close,
R.A., English Conversation Practice for Students Going to Britain, George

Allen and Unwin, 1965. This last reference could be used effectively with
Jourth-year students who might sometime in the future go to Britain for
postgraduate studies or other purposes.

9.  For obvious reasons, the teacher should preferably be a native speaker of
English or, failing to get a native speaker, the teacher with the nearest
accent should take English conversation.

10. We believe that plays are a form of guided, or refined, conversation. We

insist that plays used for this purpose should be modern for the sake of
both language and content.
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so to speak, as is the case with speaking. (2) Furthermore, in speech sup-
rasegmental considerations of pronunciation, stress, rhythm and intonaion
have to be reckoned with so that the end product would sound as native
as possible. These considerations are obviously non-existent in writing.
In fact, conversation has always proved most difficult for the English
language students, both junior and senior, of the University of Mosul.(3)
If these are asked to exchange views, with the teacher or among themselves,
about something within their factual background, they often show incom-
petence to go beyond a few stumbling utterances which are in themselves
full of language mistakes. (4) This is obviously due to fack of practice in
English conversation, conversation about interesting, stimulating and
real-life topics; and this lack stems from the fallacy that conversation as
such cannot be taught. Well, of courseit can, (5)and in a separate lesson too,
but not through tiny exercises in conversation that consist of a few utterances
between a couple of speakers,one or two sentences each.(6) Admittedly, these
little pieces inculcate certain responses and expressions pertinent to the
spoken form of the language, and can be used at earlier stages; but used
on their own,they are not enough to teach conversation at higher levels.(7)
Longer pieces, where purely conversational responses and expressions
occur accidentally as the situation requires , could be used throughout

2. We do not mean here imaginative professional writing, which is definitely
more difficult than ordinary speech. We simply mean writing pieces af
coherent composition by foreign learners of the language.

3. The writer is focusing on these students since they are the source of his
teaching experience.

4 The writer has recorded on tape some of these conversations held in class
with both junior and senior students.

5. See Baird, A., “The ‘Conversation’ Lesson, » ELT, Vol. XXII, No. 2,
Oxford University Press, 1968, p. 129,

6. See Jerrom, M.F., and Szkutnik, L.L., Conversation Exercises in Every-
day English: Books One and Two, Longmans, 1965. See also T aylor, G.,

English Conversation Practice, McGraw-Hill, 1967 .
7. Two years ago, these short pleces were being used with second and third-

year students of English at the University of Mosul in their conversation
fours.
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AN APPROACH TO ENGLISH CONVERSATION
WITH IRAQI UNIVERSITY STUDENTS

H.B.M. AL-Sawaf, Ph. D.

We maintain that the most difficult of the four skills involved in learning
a foreign language are speaking and writing. The other two skills being
listening and reading. The former couple of skills are active because they
are productive, whereas the latter ones are passive as they are receptive or
absorptive, and production is always more difficult than reception. (1) In
speaking and writing, the learner has to put into operation the absorbed,
or dormant, laguage units of vocabulary, structure, stress, rhythm and in-
tonation in such a way as to achieve intelligibility.If this goal is not achieved,
communication breaks down and the learning process is proved a failure.

But in listening and reading, both silent and aural, the learner is exposed to
bits of language, short or long, and the amount acquired depends wholly on
the listener’s, or reader’s, mastery of the language. There is, therefore, no
real production, no actual usage, involved in these tow skills.

Speaking a foreign language is, in its turn, more difficult than writing
it, since the former is spontaneous and has to be produced on the spot as
the situation requires. The latter skill, writing, is not so difficult, because

the writer has plenty of time to go through what he has writien, make cor-
rections and alterations, till perfection in his opinion is attained. In this

exercise, there is really no listener waiting for response, no sense of urgency

1. See Abercrombie , D., Problems and Principles in Language Study,
Longmans, pp. 16-17,

13
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of God. (1)
c. Implicitly, the constitution gave the Prophet the right of making the
final decision in matters of war and peace. (2)

1.

12

Saunders, A history of medieval Islam, p. 26; Tor Andrae, Mohammad
and his faith, p.190; Gabrieli, Muhammad and the conguests of Islam,
p.65; Wellhausen, The Arab kingdome and its fall, p. 13; Serjeant, Haram
and Hawtah, p.A4; Siddigi, Islamic state, pp.4; 67 .

Bull, The encyclopaedia of Islam, vol. 3, p. 649; Levy, R., T, he social
structure of Islam, Cambridge, 1957, pp.275-276; Hamidullah, The first
written Constitution . . . , pp.382-384 ; Siddigi, Islamic state, p.6; Al Ali,

Tanzimat al-rasul fi al-Madina, pp. 4; 6.
Ar.



d. The Jews were to share with believers the duty of defending al-Madina,
and they were to support the Muslims against their enemy.(1)

e. The jews were not to make any alliance with the Quraysh or to protect
its trade or that of its allies.?

f. The Jews must not enter or take part in any war without the permission
of the Prophet Muhammad. (3)

8. Any serious disputes should be arbitrated by Muhammad the
Prophet. (4)

h. The position of the allies of the Jews was to be like that of the Jews them- -
selves in respect to the above rights and obligations.(5)

4. The Prophet’s position :

The constitution defined the position of the Prophet as follows:

2. The Prophethood of the Prophet Muhammad was recognised by the
constitutional text;(6) and his cit » al-Madina, was regarded as a sacred
place, (haram). (7)

b. The Prophet was recognised as supreme Judge of appeal for settling
among the population of Madina in accordance with the instructions

1. Brockelmann, Tarikh al-shu‘ub al-Islamiyyah, vol, 1 p.52; Watt, Islamic
political thought, p.5; Johnston, Muhammad and his power, Edinburgh
1901, p.90; al-'Ali, Tanzimat al-rasul fi al-Madina, Pp. 5-6,

2. Al-Amwal, rp. 205-206.

3. Hamidullah, The first written constitution of the world, Islamic Review,
1941, p. 382; Al-“Ali, Tanzimar al-rasul Ji al-Madina, p. 6.

4. Ibid.; Hamidullah, pp. 380; 383; A4l pp.6; 8; Siddigi, Islamic state,

Karachi 1961, pp. 6-7; Gabrieli, Muhammad and the conguests of Islgm,
p.65,

5. Hamidullah, p. 38] .
6. Ibid., p. 380; Watt, Muhammad ar Medina, p. 228.
1. Serjeant, R., Haram and Hawtah, Melanges Taha Husain, Cairo, 1963,

D- 50; The Constitution of Madina, p.15: Hamidullah, The Battlefield
of the Prophet Muhammad, Islamic Review, vol, 40, Sept. 1952, p.96;
ALAll, Tanzimat al-rasul fi al-Madina, p.6.
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in all cases. (1)
2. The position of the tribes:

The constitution recognised the tribes,as administrative units under the
overall leadership of the Prophet Muhammad. Therefore the constitution
regarded the emigrants as one tribe alongside the other tribes of Madina .

The duties of the tribes according to the constitution were to preserve
solidarity among their own members, as they were, and to pay, collectively
ransom or blood-money for their prisoners. (2)

3. The position of the Jews:-

The constitution regarded each of the Jewish tribes at Madina as a
community in itself and additionally as making a community, ummah,
along with the believers. (3} It organised the relations between them and
the believers under these principles:

a. The constitution recognised the religious freedom of the Jews. 4)

b. No one was permitted to commit an act of agression against the Jews
and their allies. (5)

c. If any Jew were to attack or commit any crime against another person
within the community, then the responsibility was his alone.(6)

1. Serjeant, The Constitution of Madina,

p. 12; Waut, Islamic political thought, p.5; al-'Ali, Tanzimat al-rasul
fi al-Madina, p.5.

2. Wellhausen, The Arab kingdom and its fall, pp. 12-13; Watt, Muhammad
at Madin a,p.250; Tyan,E., Histoire de I’ organisation Judiciaire enpays
d'lIslam, 2nd ed., Leiden, p. 64, Siddigi, A., Islamic state, p.5; al-Sharif
al-daulah al-Islamiyyah al-ula, pp. 79-80 al-‘Ali, Tanzimat al-rasulfi
al-Madina, p. 9.

3. Khadduri, War and peace in the law of Islam, p. 209, Watt, Muhammad
at Medina, p. 241,

4. Ibid.; Muir, The Life of Makhomet, p. 192; Nicholson, A literary history

of the Arabs, p. 173.

Ibid.

6. Ibn Sallam, al-Amwal, p. 207 .

o
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nucleus of the community, and provided its leadership.(1)The constitution
laid down several rules for organising relations between the believers as
follows:- |

a. The community of believers was to be based on solidarity; therefore,
it was the duty of all the believers not to leave any Muslim taken prisoner
unaided, but to help him by paying ransom, fida’, or blood-money, ‘aql, for
him.(2)

b. The Muslims were to be considered equal, so anyone of them could give
protection, Jiwar, to a foreigner, and it was the duty of all Muslims to re-
spect this action.(3)

c. No Muslim was to be permitted an alliance with the client, maula, of
another Muslim without his permission.(4)

d. If anyone killed a Muslim he would be punished by Killing, unless the
guardian agreed to take a ransom.(3)

e. All the believers must co-operate to carry out punishments against the
guilty, even though he were the son of one of them. By this rule the custom
of the blood-feud within the community was abolished.(6)

f. The believers must apply the principle of solidarity in war and peace

1. Ibn Sallam, al-amwal, pp. 202-205; Ibn Sallam, Gharib al-hadith, India
1965, vol. 2 pp. 104-105; Wellhausen, The Arab kingdom and its fall,
p.12; Brockelmann, G., Tarikh al-shu'ub al-Islamiyyah, (translated to
Arabic by Faris and al-Ba'labakki). Beirut, 1960, vol. 3, p.52; al-Ali
Tanzimat al-rasul fi al-Madina, p. 8 .

2. Watt, Islamic political thought, Edinburgh, 1968, p.5; al-‘Ali, Tanzimat
al-rasul fi al-Madina, p. 8.

3. Wellhausen, The Arab kingdom and its fall, p.8; Watt, Islamic political
thought, p. 5; al-'Ali, Tanzimat al-rasul fi al-Madina, p. 5.

4. Serjeant,The Constitution of Medina,vol 8,P.11.

5. Ibn Sallam,al-amwal,pp.202-205;al-'Ali, Tanzimat al-rasul fial-madina,
rp. 89 .

6. Lewis, B., The Arabs in history, p. 43; Watt, Islamic political thought,

p. 5; al-Sharif, al-daulah al-Islamiyyah al-ula, p. 82.



this writing, Kitab, as *,a Constitution for the Islamic state in its embryonic
stage’(]1) to organise the relations between the different elements of al-
Madina.(2) This did not prevent the Prophet from holding preparatory
negotiations with the Madinan groups and gaining their acceptance before
the publication of the *‘Constitution of al-Madina’.

The Contents of the Constitution of al-Madina:-

The subjects with which the Constitution deals could be divided into
these main headings:-

1. The Community :

The Constitution regards all the believers and Muslims from Quraysh
and Yathrib and those who followed them as a single community, wmmah;
this community was not confined to Muslims only,but was also extended
to include the Madinan pagans and the Jews.(3)Basically, this community

was established on the basis of religion,in contrast with the tribal community
which was based on actual or alleged kinship.(4)The Muslims formed the

1. Khadduri, M., War and peace in the law of Islam, p, 209.
2. Wellhausen, The Arab Kingdom and its fall, p.11; Nicholson, R., A literary

history of the Arabs, Cambridge 1962, p. 173; Lewis, B., The Arabs in
history, London 1950, pp. 42-43; Levy, R., The social structure of Islam,

Cambridge, 1957, p. 273.
3. Saunders, J., A history of medieval Islam, London 1965° p. 26; Gabrieli,

F., Muhammad and the conguests of Islam, p. 65; Nicholson,A literary
history of the Arabs, p. 173; Watt, Muhammad at Madina, p. 241; Al-
Sharif, al-daulah  al-Islamiyyah al-ula, p. 79.

4. Buhl, The encyclopaedia of Islam, vol. 3, p. 646; Rosenthal, Political
thought in medieval Islam,Colchester1962, p.25; TorAndrae, Muhammad
the man and his faith, London 1936, p. 26; Wellhausen, The Arab kingdom

and its fall, p. 11



a. Relations between Muslims and Jews were good in the first year of the
emigration. So it was logical to make a confederation with the Prophet.(1)
b. The document mentioned the Jewish tribes as allied to the Madinan
tribes. (2)

¢. Historians mentioned that Banu Qaynuqga’ broke the pact between them
and the Prophet after the battle of Badr.(3)

d. Idid not find any historical text mentioning that the document was in
fact eight documents. Therefore I shall still treat the document as the single
one transmitted to us.

The nature of the Constitution of al-Madina:-

Some writers regard the ‘Constitution of al-Madina’ as a treaty made
between the emigrants, the adherents, and the Jews to regulate relations
between them.(4)Careful examination leads us to believe that the conditions
of a treaty did not exist, because there is no reference to the writer of the
‘Constitution’nor to the signatures of the contracting parties as were to be
seen in the Prophet’s other treaties. (5)Itis assumed that the name of
the writer and the signatures of the contracting parties might be lost for
some reasons.(6)But the text of the*Constitution’ does not help us to accept
such an assumption, because it begins with this statement, “This is a writing

from Muhammad the Prophet between the believers and Muslims of
Quraysh and Yathrib and those who follow them and are attached to them

and who crusade ( jahadu) along with them.” (7)
It is clear from the text that the Prophet Muhammad alone promulgated

1. See Chapter I, pp. 4849. ( The thesis)

2. Ibn Hisham, al-sirah . . . , vol. 2, p. 17.

3. Ibid., vol. 2, pp. 47-48; Ibn Sa'd, al-tabaqat, Beirut 1960, vol. 2, p.29;
al-Tabari, Tarikh, Egypy 1960-1966, vol. 2, p. 479;al-Wagqidi, Maghazi,
pp. 138-139; Ibn Sallam, al-amwal, pp. 206-207 .

4, Hamidullah, Majmu,at al-Watha'iq al-Siyasiyyah, p.y,; Gabrieli,
Muhammad and the conquests of Islam*' ( translated from the Italian

by Luling and Linell)., London' 1968, p. 65; Serjeant’ The constitution
of Medina, p. 12 .

5. Serjeant . .., p.9,; al-Ali, Tanzimat al-rasul /i al-Madina, pp. 1-2.
Serjeant, . .., p. 9.
7. Watt, Muhammad at Medina, Cambridge 1956, p. 221.
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Khaybar ( 6-7 A.H.).(1) But this pin-pointing is not accepted by him.
He prefers to regard its date as after the battle of al-Khandaq ( 5 A.H.),
because it was a “more suitable occasion”.(2) This interpretation is not ac-
ceptable for these reasons:-
a. Al-Samhudi, was not a traditionist, and moreover he was comparatively
late,(844-911 A.H.)(3)and thus we cannot depend on him alone to establish
such points.
b. In history( we cannot depend on “‘more suitable occasion” to define the
dates of events. We need historical evidence.
c. The traditions which are available did not fix the date of this declaration
So,there is no reason to suppose another date for thisclause of the document
(4.)He split up the ‘constitution’ into eight distinct documents “wherever
there is to be found a terminating formula”(5) such as ‘Wa’inna‘liaha ‘ala
abarri hadha’.(6) But I do not find in all the ‘constitution’more than four of
what he regarded as terminating formulas; one of them at the end of it, the
others could be regarded as emphasis on some important meanings such
as “God will be the witness on the application of this document”(7)and
“God and His Messenger Muhammad woud be the protectors of the party
who would respect the rules of this document..’ (8)

Professor Serjeant emphasised that the first thrity clauses, ( documents
A and B) which organise the relations between the emigrants and the ad-
herents were written in the first year A H., the other documents most of
whose clauses organise the relations between Muslims and Jews were
later. T think these clauses were written at the same time as the other clauses

for these reasons:-

Ibid., p. 9.
Ibid., p. 10,
Al-Zirakly, al-A’lam, vol. 5, 2nd ed., 1955. p. 122-

. al-Bukhari, Sahih . . . < vol. 4, pp. 122; 124-125; Malik, al-muwatta’,
Cairo, 1951¢ vol. 2. p. 889;4bu Da’ud, Sunan, Cairo, 1952 vol. 1, p. 469.
5. Serjeant, p. 8.

6. Ibid.,, p. 8.
7. Ibn Hisham, al-sirah . . . ‘ vol. 2, p. 17.
8. Ibid., vol, 2 p. 18,
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immediately raised a series of formidable new problems.”(1) The evidence
which led him to treat the document as eight distinct documents were:-

1. He said, that there is a mention that Ja’far al-Sadiq had had a document,
shorter than the constituti on of al-Madina,consisting of about thirty clauses,
probably documents ‘A’ and ‘B’.(2) But the document of Ja’far al-Sadiq did
not reach us, and all our knowledge about it was that it was shorter than
the constitution of al-Madina and it contained some rules about; ““al-adab
wa al - sunan wa ahkam al - halal wa’l haram™ (3). Therefor it is difficult
to determine if there was a connection between these two documents or not.
And if there was, the extent of this connection.

2. He quotes a tradition according to which Anas lbn Malik said, “The
Apostle of God contracted an alliance ( 4ilf) between Quarish and the Ansar
in my house”. (4) He linked this tradition with the remark of Ibn al-Athir
that the Prophet made two Ailfs in the house of Anas, (5) And interpreted
it to mean that the two Ailfs were documents ‘A’and *B’.(6) This inference is
open to criticism:
a. Anas did not mention the two Aifls.
b. Ibn al-Athir, is a late historian and therefore we cannot depend on
him alone to prove this point.
c. There is a tradition, and historical texts to indicate that there was
one hizf in the house of Anas, and that this 4ilf was the brotherhood
bond. (7)

3. The document declared the centre of Yathrib sacred, haram, ‘to the
people of his document. * Profesor Serjeant said that there is a tradition

conveyed by al-Samhudi pin—pointing this declaration to a time after

Ibid., p. 9.

Ibid., p. 6.

Ibid., p. 6

Ibid., p. 6.

Ibid., p. 6

Ibid., p 1.

al-Banna, al-Fath al-Rabbani , Cairo, 1376, vol. 21, p. 7, Ibn Kathir
al-bidayah wa al-nihayah,, vol. 3, p. 260; Ibn Sayyid al-Nas, ,Uypun
al-athar, vol. 1, p. 200; Dahlan, al-sirah al-Nabawiyyah vol. 1. p392,
al-Halabi, al-sirah,vol. 2,p.96.
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The Prophet proclaimed this document in the first year of the emigration,(1)
and possibly after the establishment of the brotherhood bond, because the
historians mention it in the course of their writing about the brotherhood.(2)
This date is not accepted by all writers, because 1bn Hisham the first to record
it does not mention its exact date.(3)So,some writers consider it was written
before the battle of Badr,(4) while others feel,that it was written afterwards,
when the position of the Prophet had become strong. (5)

In Professor Serjeant’s view, this document was originally eight distinct
documents, collected into a single one. He considered that two of them con-
taining about thirty clauses out of the total of fifty were written in the first

year of the emigration . Those clauses organize relations between
the emigrants and the adherents. (6) The other six documents werc
written later at different dates. Professor Serjeant prefaced his view with the

remark that, ¢ © much of what 1 have to offer is at present interim and
exploratory” .(7) Then tie decides that, “While the division at once resolved

the inconsistencies apparent when you regard it as a single document, it

1. See Ibn Sallam, al-amwal, PP.206-207; al{Wagidi Maghazi
rasul Allah, p. 138; al-Magrizi, Imta’al-asma,vol. 1, Cairo, 1941, pp
49-50; Ibn Sayyid al-Nas, Uyun al-Athar, Cairo 1365, vol. 1, p. 198;
Ibn Hiskam' al-sirah al-nabawiyyah, vol. 2, 15t ed., Egypt, 1329 A.H.,
p. 94; Ibn Kathir, al bidayah wa al-nihayah, vol. 3, p. 224: Muir, The life
of Mahomet, London 1878, pp. 193-194; Gabrieli, A short history of the
Arabs, p. 35; Saunders, A history of Medievel Islam, London, 1965, p.26;
Gaudefory-Demombynes, Muslm institutions, London 1961,p.18;Zaydan,
J., Tarikh al-tamadun al-Islami, vol. 1, Cairo, p. 57.

2 Tarikh Ibn Khaldun, Beirut 1956-59, vol. 2, pp. 740-741; al-Magrizi,
Imta al-asma, vol. 1, pp. 49-50; al-Halabi., al-sirah  al-Halabiyah,
Egypt 1329, vol. 2, p. 96; Dahlan, al-sirah al-nabawiyyah, vol. 1, p. 392,

3. Ibn Hisham, al-sirah . . . vol. 1, p. 501 .

4. Wellhausen, The Arab Kingdom and its fall, Beriut 1963, p. 11; Khadduri,
M., War and peace in the law of Islam, Baltimore, 1962, pp. 205-206.

5. Al-‘Ali, Tanzimat al-rasul fi al-Madina, Baghdad 1963, pp. 2-3.

6. Serjeant, R. B., The Constitution of Medina, Islamic Quarterly, 1964,
vol. 8, p. 9

7. Ibid., p. 4,



THE CONSTITUTION OF AL-MADINA*

By

Hashim al-Mallah

Senior lecturer - Dept. of History

In order to organize relations between the inhabitants of Madina, the
Aus, Khazraj, emigrants, and Jews and(Muhammad)the Prophet the ruler of
al-Madina, the Prophet proclaimed the document (al-Sahifah,) which has
become known recentlyas *‘the constitution ofal-Madina’. Thisdocument
was recorded in full by Ibn Hisham in his biography of the Prophet, and by
Abu Ubayd al-Qasim Ibn Sallam in his Kitab al-Amwal,while some historians
and traditionists have transmitted partial quotations,or merely mentioned
it, (1)

This document is authentic, and very important for understanding the
carly period of Islam in the view of historians and recent scholars. (2)

* Thisis an article taken frommyph.D., thesis: The Gorernmental System

of the Prophet Muhammad ( University of St. Andrews 1971 p.p. 54-68).

1. Ibn Hisham, al-sirah . . . , Cairo 1955, vol. 1, pp. 501-504; Ibn Sallam,
al-Amwal, Cairo, 1353 A.H., pp. 202-207; Al-Wagqidi, Maghazi rasul
Allah, Cairo, 1948, p. 138, Ibn Kathir, al-bidayah wa al-nihayah, Beirut
1966-1967, vol, 3 p.224; Al-Bukhari, Sahih al-Bukhari. Egypt, nd., vol 4,
p.224; Hamidullah, M., Majmu at al-watha ig al-Siyasiyyah, Cairo,
1956, 2nd ed., pp. 15-21.

2. Serjeant, R. B., The Consitution of Madina, Islamic Quarterly, vol 8,

1964, p.3; Hamidullah, M., The first written constitution of the world,
The Islamic Review, 1941, p. 377; Gabrieli, F. A., A short history of the
Arabs, London 1965 p. 35;, al-Sharif, al-daulah al-Islamiyyah al-ula,
Cairo 1965, pp. 75-77; al-Ali, S., Tanzimat al-rasu! fial-Madina, Baghdad
1963, p.l.
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