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Abstract

It has been passed 1350 years when the city of Najaf was
first established . During this period , the land use has changes
due to the cultural and constructional variables . But Najaf
remained maintaining their heritage, historical and religious
characteristics , and it has become a national task to preserve
the Najafi heritage and what it has of authentic constructional
values and remained in the four sides of Najaf of heritage
landmarks such as the alleyways , arches , cellars religious
schools , ancient mosques and others . We set forth following
recommendations in front of the officials. .
1-Organizing the buildings surrounding the Holy Shrine with
what suits the sanctity of that shrine.
2-Taking care of the wadi AI-Selam cemetery and considering it
as a cemetery for all Moslems
3- Utilizing the area of the Najaf Sea touristicly and organizing
the Sea corniche beginning from the Imam Zeinul-Abedeen
Sanctuary till AI-Thawra quarter.
4- Keeping the heritage centers and what they have of crypts ,
graves and Islamic Arabesques.
5- Repairing the reminds of the Najaf fence and Khan Al-
Shealan because they relate the historical struggle of the
honored city of Najaf .
6-Maintaining the Sow bits standing in the four sides and
preventing their fall .
7- Maintaining the specialized markets as they indicate their
historical ancientness.
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Abstract

The research followed the development of vision introduction
Pre-Islam to Islam where it was adscription of the beloved vision
that the lover dreamed of:

To say frankly that it is a dream means it is not a true visions
and that it made the for so near it subtitled the deprivation of
reality.

The research concludes that this introduction had not
developed in size: i.e. all the poets of the beginning of Islam era
started their poems with it and that the development was of
some new elements that had been added to it for a qualitative
reversal from(a real imagination) to(an imaginal reality) which
became a living symbol that represent the period and the
Moslems' cares. The changes of its characteristics were SO
important that it prepared it to be a discovery that serre the
Islamic purpose: so it became a committed poem though it was
short and not so popular in the Islamic poem. It almost came to
be introduction of the mass Islamic pride which includes zeal«
threating and menace.
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Abstract:

This study tried to identify the effect of the principles of the inclusive
quality administration in specifying the competitive priorities. In the new
Kufa cement plant (An applied study in the new Kufa cement plant). It is
remarkable to say that Kufa cement plant is considering one of the out
studying plants in the country, as the continuous change in the customers'
needs and tasted, and the increase of competition infusing, for the sake of
attaining the largest number of customers, will produce pressure on the
studied plant, which will lead to the importance of adjusting the principles
of theé inclusive quality administration which are represented by its variants
(focusing on the customer, administrative leading, workers’ participation,
continuous development, and focusingon the process), and the competitive
priorities, which are represented by its varianis (cost, quality, flexibility, .
delivery, creation). _ |

For the sake fulfilling the ends of the study, a methodology has been set '
for it, which requires designing a suppositional pattern that could manifest
the nature. of the influential relationships between the principles of the
inclusive quality administration’ and the compétitive success dimensions
resulted in a set of main and minor hypotheses that reflex such relations.

To check the correctness of the hypotheses, the data concerning the study
variants have been collecting by adopting a questionnaire prepared for this
purpose in addition to the personal interview style and field observation.

The higher administration is greatly interested in the principle of
focusing on the customer through gaining his satisfaction by the highly
quality production, the suitable price, and delivery him in the suitable time.

In addition to the administration interest in the continuous development
principle. Most of the continuous development process, Were focusing of
how to develop the products and the productive methods 5o as to lessen the
total costs.

Some of recommendations were based on these results: the necessity of
the higher administration consideration of the ideas, suggestions and
opinions that the customer poses, as he is the final aim that the work
organizations tried to satisfy his needs, consequently, the gains that the
organization achieve are totally depending on the foreign customer. It
addition, the study recommends to bring the attention if the higher leading
in the organization to study the costs ad specialize them to what cost less
charges so as to achieve the competitive success in the cost leading sphere,
and this is what could lessen the competition intensity between the
organization products and the competitive products
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Abstract

The subject of this research is" The statistical and
Rhetorical Harmony", it deals with one of the rhetorical
inimitability phenomena in the Holy Quran and treys to
reveal and examine some of the aspects of this. harmony,
and exhibit its meaning and purpose considering the
linguistical status to which the Quranic text is belonging as a
statistical expression to affect the receiver.

The research nature involves to show the reason that
made the statistical inimitability the first ‘and the most
impotent aspect of the Quramc inimitability.

After the 1ntroduct10n the researcher deals with the
linguistical meaning of harmony, the examples of the
scientists and researchers show the strong relation between
these two meanings via explaining harmony, that is all what
lead to harmony between term and meaning, the harmony
between the Sura's ends with the following Sura's
beginnings.

The first topic is the statistical harmony, it aims at
reveaing the Quranic use of the terms that came in a
harmonized numbers or what is called" The numerical
inimitability in the Holy Quran"

The rhetorical harmony by which many aspects are
meant, is studied in the second topic. The most important
aspect of it is using so many terms, rather than other,
especially the" Synonym" to achieve its exact meanings.

The research is ended with the results which the
researcher concluded and which may be summarized as
following:
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The statistical and rhetorical harmony in the Holy
Quran proved that each term and each letter, in the Quranic
expression, had been put technically and deliberately and
can not be deleted or be added to other and that denied the
common that the Holy Quran had been collected or gathered
during Auttomon bin Afan's era.

This harmony refers to the absence of what is called
synonymy because the Holy Quran had distinguished
between the term's meanings which is described by many
researchers as synonymous , such as dream and vision, oath
and swearing, husband and woman ,in addition, it proves
that those who were away from the real or deep meaning of
the Quranic expression and do not recognize its beauty are
those who were not expert in rightful Arabic Language and
did not know its ways and methods of expression.
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(1 ). e (1) 43t — A< csf Ao
Abstract

Contain the study on the five doors , the first
door contain on the introduction and the search
importance, the researcher talks about importance the
sport education lesson in the middle schools for girls,
the search importance to centering on the importance
weakness with this lesson .

In addition ,it contain on one aim (study the
important weakness with sport education lesson in
middle schools for girls in center of Al-Najaf) .

While the second door contain the theoretical studies
(the education ministry importance with sport education
, the modern philosophy for physical education).
However, the third door contain the search method -
was description and the search sample which he gets
it from group of sport education teachers from middle
schools for girls and managers in center of Al-Najaf .

After that, he prepares poll form contain10 phrases,
and he gives it to the search sample ,after some days
the researcher collected the poll form .

In addition to , treatment it with statistically ways .
After that, the result discussion in"the fourth door.

Than, put some conclusions (The mistake believer
they say the lesson of sport education is less from the
other lessons in middle schools for girls ) .

On the light the conclusions the researcher put group
from the recommendations it from (Most gives the
sport education lesson the important as the other
lessons in the middle schools for girls).
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Abstract:

The news and predictions of epics were the motive to
the Abbasi Khalifate Abu Jaafer El-Mensoor to employ
them in his political decisions and to make use of them in
effecting peoﬁle’s minds and directing El-Mensoor himself
through recognizing their resources and the nature of their
tellers .

The research shows the role such kind of news played in

directing El-Mensoor's political opinion during his Khali
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Abstract:

Because of the growing change in technological,

administrative and technical fields, it is a must for the
management of service and productive organizations to put in
consideration to match this change and to struggle for
competition and survival.

And as result of the decreasing role of theories and approaches
which were common when solvings were put to face this change
specially after realizing the significance of knowledge as an
important asset in achieving the organization goals and its role in
the great change towards knowledge economy which
concentrates on intellectual and knowledge assets.
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psychologiques et les unités linguistiques et des conditions
qui influencent ce rapport.
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coordonné » Y. Mais les données qui pourraient indiquer ce
mode de fonctionnement font défaut. Ce fait a été remarqué
par U. Weinreich!Yqui précisait que I’étude expérimentale
est nécessaire pour vérifier si, du point de vue du locuteur,
les deux systémes sont intégrés dans un seul systéme ou s’ils
‘sont coexistants. A son tour, E. Haugen'{, analysant les
facteurs qui influencent la formation du bilinguisme dans un
sens ou dans l’autre, arrive 3 la conclusion que le
bilinguisme composé est le résultat de Papprentissage a
’école, tandis que le bilinguisme coordonné est
caractéristique des situations d’apprentissage en dehors de
Iécole, notamment dans le cadre de la vie courante.
L’inversion expérimentale des mots, des énoncés minimaux
et des phrases peut contribuer dans une large mesure a
I’6tude de ce probléme, ainsi qu’a ’étude d’autres aspects
du bilinguisme et de apprentissage des langues étrangéres
qui impliquent la connaissance du rapport entre les unités

'Yv. Osgood. Ch. On understanding and creating sentences, in

L. .,JalcobOVits, M. Miron (réd), Redadings in the psychology of
language, Englewood Cliffs, Prentice Hall, 1967, 1953, p. 140

' Weinreich, U, Languages in contact, in Sol Saporta (réd.),

Psycholinguistics. A book of readiﬁgs, New York — Chicago —

San_Francisco — Toronto —. Lbndon, Holt, Rienhart and
Winston, 1961, p. 387
'¢ Haugen, E., The bilingual individual, in Sol Saporta (véd.),

Psycholinguistics.A book of readings, New York-Chicago-San

Francisco-Toronto-London, 1961, p. 402
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sons qui n’existent pas dans la langue maternelle ou qui ne
possedent pas le méme statut phonologique en langue
maternelle et en langue étranggére, etc.

D’autre étude suggere que, par la création de nouvelles
procédures expérimentales, d’autres aspects du systéme de
la langue, outre la prononciation, pourraient étre approchés
en appliquant « la parole inverse » dans I’étude du
~ comportement psycholinguistique des bilingues ou lors de
- I’apprentissage d’une langue étrangére. L’inversion
expérimentale des énoncés ayant divers éléments
~ syntaxiques ou morphologiques dans certaines positions a

,A,l»’intérieur de I’énoncé pourrait fournir des données utiles
la détermination de la meilleure position que les mots
.porteurs de certaines -informations ' morphosyntaxiques
_doivent occuper pour transmettre leur information aux
étudiants. A partir de ces données, on pourrait établir la
structure optimale des énoncés en langue étrangére en vue
de faciliter leur compréhension par les étudiants et une
fixation meilleure des connaissances concernant les
différentes composantes du systéme de la langue étrangeére.

L’inversion expérimentale pourrait également fournir des
réponses intéressantes a la question concernant la nature du
contact entre les langues. On a montré que, compte tenu du
mode de fonctionnement des deux systémes linguistiques en
_contact, le bilinguisme peut étre « composé » ou «
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lors de I’apprentissage des langues etrangeéres et que I’étude
de ce processus doit tenir- compte de ces aspects
psycholinguistiques. Des particularités se manifestent en ce

qui concerne le rapport efitre' 165 unités psychologiques et les .

unités linguistiques en fonction de la spécificité des langues
qui se trouvent en situation contrastive (langue maternelle et.:
langue étrangere).

Les résultats de notre expérience confirment la
conclusion principale formulée, 3 savoir que P’inversion des
mots est influencée par les traits structuraux des mots (la
présence des diphtongues, des groupes de consonnes, etc.);
Pinversion des mots avec le maintien des diphtongues ou
des groupes de consonnes refléte précisément la conscience
des locuteurs sur les particularités structurales de la
langue¥). L’inversion des mots appartenant au francais en
tant que langue étrangére par des locuteurs de 1’arabe parlé
en Irak en tant que langue maternelle reflete, elle aussi,
Pinfluence des particularités structurales des mots (les mots
frangais sans diphtongues sont inversés correctement, tandis
que dans le cas des mots contenant des diphtongues
apparaissent des réponses « incorrectes » avec le maintien
de la diphtongue). D’autres facteurs interviennent
également, spécifiques 4 la situation de contact entre la
langue étrangere et la langue maternelle; parmi eux le
niveau de connaissance de la langue étrangére par les
étudiants, la présence dans les mots a inverser de certains

VW, Léon, P. (réd.), Linguistique appliquée et enseignement du
francais, Montréal, Centre Educatif et Culturel, 1967, pp. 390—
395
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donné qu’il est représenté dans les deux cas de la méme
mariniére, par la lettre i.

Conclusion

Les recherches antérieures ont montré le role de la «
parole inverse » dans ’étude de divers aspects de la
psycholinguistique, comme celui du rapport entre les unités
psychologiques et les unités linguistiques? ainsi que dans la
solution de divers problémes du systéme de la langue,
comme celui du statut des diphtongues en francais' +. Notre
expérience met en évidence que I’inversion des mots peut
apporter certaines contributions dans 1’étude du bilinguisme
et du processus d’apprentissage des langues étrangeres.

L’expérience que nous avons faite étudie le
comportement linguistique des locuteurs natifs de I’arabe
parlé en Irak lors de ’apprentissage du francais en tant que
langue étrangére. La confirmation de I’hypothése selon
laquelle I’inversion des mots est influencée par
’appartenance des mots a la langue maternelle ou a la
langue étrangére, ainsi que de I’hypothése sur I’apparition
des interférences entre ces deux langues lors de I’inversion,
montre que les rapports entre les unités psychologiques et
les unités linguistiques présentent des aspects spécifiques

V. Ch. Osgood., Th. Sebeok (réd.) 1953, pp. 64—65; T. Slama-
. Cazacu, 1973d

)« V. Jodelet, F., L’association verbale, in P. Fraisse, J. Piaget

(réd.). Traité de psychologie expérimentale, VIII, Langage,

communication et décision, Paris, PUF, 1972, .pp. 390—395
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la voyelle u du mot nu avec 83,4:% inversions incorrectes; a
Iautre extrémité nous trouvons la consonne h du mot haie’
avec 24,1% inversions incorrectes; entre les deux, nous
trouvons la voyelle o du mot au avec 44,4% inversions
incorrectes. Les résultats sont tout 3 fait explicables parce
que: 1) la voyelle uu est un son complétement étranger a la
prononciation arabe (il provoque donc plus de difficulté
dans D’analyse des mots); 2) la voyelle aa n’a pas
d’équivalent dans le systéme phonologique arabe, mais elle
est & peu prés connue du point de vue auditif étant proche,
articulatoirement, de e muet frangais; 3) h fait partie du
systéme phonologique du francais et de I’arabe, mais en
arabe il a un rendement fonctionnel moins important qu’en
francais et présente, en méme temps, certaines restrictions
de distribution notamment I’impossibilité de la présence en
finale, que le frangais ne connait pas. Les trois degrés
d’écart entre le francais et 1’arabe correspondant aux trois
sons : f, aa, h se reflétent exactement dans ’analyse des
mots contenant les trois sons et, ensuite, dans leur inversion.
En ce qui concerne -u final asyllabique, les résultats
indiquent que dans 83,3% des cas on lui attribue une valeur
syllabique. Ces résultats sont dus, a notre avis, non pas aux
difficultés d’articulation de -u final asyllabique, mais aux
méthodes d’enseignement du francais aux étrangers, qui
n’insistent pas suffisamment sur les procédés fonctionnels
d’apprentissage de -u final asyllabique. L’explication doit
tenir compte aussi du procédé appliqué dans I’inversion par
les étudiants & savoir, — pour la plupart d’entre eux — la «
lecture » de la fin vers initiale de I’image graphique du
mot. Dans ces conditions il est évident que les étudiants
attribuent une valeur syllabique a -u final asyllabique étant
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Les résultats que nous avons présentés sont étayés par les
explications données par les étudiants sur les facteurs de
difficulté dans I’inversion des mots. La plupart des étudiants
(19 sur 36) mentionnent comme facteurs de difficulté les «
groupes de voyelles » (donc, les diphtongues et les
triphtongues) et les « groupes de consonnes »; quelques
étudiants parlent aussi de la longueur des mots, mais des
propos ultérieurs il résulte que par « longueur » ils
entendent, eh}éalité, la « complexité » des mots.

Nous:avons mentionné quelquefois la présence dans. les
mots a"invérser dans la langue étrangére de certains sons
spécifiques & la langue francaise par rapport a I’arabe. Nous
nous proposons maintenant d’apporter quelques précisions
sur I’influence dans ’inversion du facteur représenté par la
présence dans les mots frangais de longues voyelles
inexistantes en arabe ainsi que de certains sons ayant, en
frangais, une distribution ou une prononciation différentes
de I’arabe. Les réponses sans le maintien de la diphtongue
représentent 80,5%; les réponses aux avec la présence dans
les diphtongues présentent des résultats completement
différents: 13,8 % inversions sans le maintien de la
diphtongue 24% inversions sans le maintien de la
diphtongue. L’analyse des mots avec son corollaire c’est-a-
dire la décomposition des diphtongues est plus facile.

Le pourcentage des inversions avec le maintien de la
diphtongue, avec la modification du schéma du mot ou le
remplacement de certains sons par d’autres, refléte
rigoureusement la place que les trois sons (aa uu, 00)
occupent dans 1’échelle des différences entre les systémes
francais et arabe. A une extrémité de 1’échelle nous trouvons
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correctes représentent seulement 53,3 %. Dans le cas des
mots ayant la structure C + V + C + V (4 sons) I’inversion
correcte se realise & 100 % au premier essai. En revanche,
inversion correcte des mots ayant le méme nombre de
sons, mais présentant dans leur structure phoi;’étiique des
diphtongues ne représente que 42,3 %. Le méme phénoméne
apparait dans I’inversion des mots appartenant a la langue
maternelle: les mots ayant la structure simple C + V + C ou
C + V + C + V sont inversés correctement a 100 %, tandis
que les mots ayant des diphtongues dans leur structure sont
inversés correctement dans 70% des cas.

Le fait que la longueur du mot n’influence pas I’inversion
est prouve aussi par les résultats différents obtenus dans le
cas de deux mots ayant la structure C+V+ C+ C + V: «
montagne » et « balle »*. La différence entre ces deux mots
est apparemment insignifiante: il s’agit de la présence dans
le mot montagne de la consonne affriquée /c représentée par
deux lettres.(gn). Cette « petite » différence de structure se
refléte d’une maniére significative dans 1’inversion: le mot
munie a été inversé correctement dans 77,7% des cas, tandis
que -le mot montagne a été inversé correctement dans
seulement 16,9% des cas. - -

* Nous prenons en considération !’aspect graphique des dewx

mots parce que le procédé d’inversion appliqué par les étudiants

e été fondé, dans la plupart des cas, sur la forme écrite des mots

c'est ce qui ressort des explications données par les eux & la fin

de la séance d’expérience.
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composantes phonétiques est suffisamment fort pour aboutir
4 I’autocorrection de I’inversion.

2) La hiérarchie des pourcentages obtenus pour chaque
catégorie de mots indique une hiérarchie des difficultés
respectives dans 1’analyse du mot; de ce point de vue, il
apparait que 1’analyse (méme si elle est réalisée avec retard)
fonctionne bien dans le cas des diphtongues (15,3%) et des
mots ayant une prononciation identique ou une forme écrite
identique 2 des mots anglais (11%); les difficultés les plus
grandes se manifestent dans I’analyse des mots avec -i final
asyllabique (2,7%) ainsi que dans 1’analyse des mots
présentant des sons spécifiques a la langue francaise ou
présentant une distribution différente dans les deux langues
(5%). Ces résultats correspondent, d’ailleurs, aux opinions
formulées par les étudiants qui affirment que les plus
grandes difficultés de la prononciation frangaise résident
dans la prononciation des voyelles ainsi que dans la
prononciation de -u final.

Il est intéressant de constater que ce n’est pas la longueur
des mots qui influence 1’inversion, mais leur structure. De ce
point de vue, les résultats indiquent des similitudes entre
P’inversion des mots appartenant & la langue étrangere et
I’inversion des mots appartenant a la langue maternelle.

Dans le cas des mots ayant la structure C+V + C (C =
consonne; V = voyelle) les inversions correctes représentent
presque 100 % (66 sur 67 réponses). Le changement de la
structure du mot provoque la modification du rapport entre
les inversions correctes et les fautes dans 1’inversion. Dans
le cas des mots ayant le méme nombre de sons, mais
contenant dans leur structure des diphtongues les inversions
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Dans I’étude de T. Slama-Cazacu, a été mise en évidence
Paction, au moment méme de !’inversion, de certains
automatismes qui sont le résultat de 1’automatisation sur le
plan moteur, articulateur de certains groupes de sons; le
maintien de la diphtongue était donné comme argument pour
étayer cette constatationA.Dans notre expérience nous avons
suivi I’action de ce facteur par un autre indice, & savoir, Ia
tendance des étudiants & revenir sur leur premiére réponse
ou la diphtongue ou le groupe de consonnes étaient
maintenus, pour les corriger parce que les étudiants se
rendaient compte de leur « faute; a la suite de ce retour en
arriere sur leurs propres réponses, les étudiants faisaient des
inversions « correctes », c’est-a-dire sans le maintien de la
diphtongue ou du groupe de consonnes. Ce retour en arriére
se produit aussi pour corriger d’autres inversions « erronées
» dans le cas des mots francais contenant des sons dont
orthographe comporte 2 ou 3 lettres, des mots avec -i final
asyllabique, etc. Parmi les remarques suggérées par les
- résultats présentés dans le Tableau 3 nous mentionnons les
suivantes:

1) La tendance de retour en arriére pour corriger la premiére
réponse indique, d’une part, que la premiére réponse a été
donnée en vertu d’un automatisme qui empéchait la
dissociation correcte du mot et, d’autre part, que le
processus d’analyse du mot et de mise en évidence de ses

A V. Slama—Cazacu, T, La linguistiqgue appliquée et quelque

problémes psycholinguistiques de I’enseignement des langues, «

Cahiers de linguistique théorique et appliquée », 1968, p. 395
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Le TR grand est plus important dans I’inversion des mots
frangais parce que le temps nécessaire pour la dissociation
du mot dans ces composantes est plus grand en langue
étrangére qu’en langue maternelle. Le fait que les réponses
caractérisées par un TR réduit soient moins nombreuses
pour les mots arabes que pour les mots frangais s’explique
par les difficultés supplémentaires posées par la différence
entre 1’aspect écrit et oral des mots arabes. Le TR réduit
suppose une réponse trés rapide; or, une telle réponse a un
mot comme abeille est difficile 2 donner & cause du rapport
de 4 : 7 entre le nombre des unités qui composent la forme
sonore du mot et le nombre des unités qui composent la
forme écrite. Cependant, I’action de ce facteur n’est pas
assez forte pour prévaloir sur I’action du facteur représenté
par 1’appartenance respective des mots a la langue
maternelle et & la langue étrangeére. Dans I’intervalle
compris entre 1 et 3 secondes la plupart des étudiants
arrivent A résoudre la difficulté représentée par la différence
entre ’aspect oral et 1’aspect écrit des mots arabes. La
difficulté représentée par |’appartenance des mots a la
langue étrangére implique, elle, un TR qui dépasse 3
secondes.

En ce qui concerne les facteurs qui influencent
I’inversion, notre expérience confirme I’action de certains
facteurs étudiés par T. SlamaCazacu et, en méme temps, elle
met en évidence 1’action d’autres facteurs, certains étant
spécifiques & la situation de contact entre la langue
maternelle et la langue étrangere.
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arabes les hésitations représentent 13,1 %.* La fréquence
plus grande de lhe51tat10n dans les reponses en langue
étrangére prouve que pour les étudiants I’inversion des mots
frangais était plus complexe que I’inversion des mots arabes.

L analyse du temps de réaction (TR) met, elle aussi, en
ev1dence la différence qui existe entre I’inversion dans la
langue étrangére et ’inversion dans la langue maternelle.
Nous avons analysé le temps de réaction d’aprés les critéres
suivants: a) TR réduit (dans les cas ol le temps nécessaire
pour P’inversion se situe entre la réponse instantanée et 1
seconde); b) TR grand (dans les cas ou le temps nécessaire
pour Dinversion dépasse 5 secondes). Le Tableau 27
compare le TR réduit et le TR grand dans les deux situations
d’inversion en langue maternelle et en langue étrangére.

Tableau 3

* Dans I’appréciation de cette différence il faut tenir compte
aussi du fait que pour inverser les mots arabes il y a, 4 la
différence du frangais, un facteur supplémentaire qui contribue 2
accroitre le degré de complexité, & savoir la non concordance

entre I’aspect écrit et oral des mots.
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diphtongues qui n’existent pas en langue maternelle les

réponses avec le maintien de la diphtongue représentent 14,8
%.

L’hypothése principale de notre expérience est validée
aussi par un autre indice: ’hésitation dans I’inversion. Par
hésitation nous entendons la situation dans laquelle la
réponse, c’est-a-dire la forme inversée, n’est pas donnée a la
suite d’une réaction sire, déterminée; 1’étudiant, conscient
de la complexité de la tiche, titonne, fait plusieurs tentatives
de réponse, éventuellement, en découpant le mot en
fragments; I’hésitation est marquée aussi par une intonation
interrogative que.les étudiants attachent & la réponse, ainsi
que par la demande, adressée a l’experlmentateur de répéter
le mot a inverser.

En extrapolant les conclusions formulées par F. Goldman
Eisler, qui a €étudié expérimentalement la relation entre
’hésitation et la complexité des opérations cognitivesY, nous
pouvons. dire que dans notre expérience 1’hésitation marque
un certain degré. de. complexité de: l’analyse du mot qui va
étre inversé. De ce ‘point de vue, des différences apparaissent
entre les réponses aux mots appartenant a langue maternelle
et ceux appartenant 4 la langue étrangére. Dans le cas des
mots francais les hésitations représentent 24 % sur
’ensemble des réponses, tandis que dans le cas des mots

YV. Goldman-Eisler, F., Psycholinguistics. Experiments on
spontaneous speech, London-New York, Academic Press, 1968,
pp. 60—69



(61)... ... Adab Al - Kufa Journal - Issue (1)

diphtongues qui existent en langue maternelle et font
Pinversion sans le maintien de 1la diphtongue;
ultérieurement, en vertu des automatismes, ils recréent la
diphtongue lors de 1’inversion méme, en introduisant un des
éléments de la diphtongue. L’ explication se trouve dans les
automatismes créés par ’existence en langue maternelle de
la diphtongue dans des mots comme: soleil, abeille, etc. Le
Tableau 26 présente, par niveaux de connaissance du
francais, une comparaison entre les réponses avec le
maintien de la diphtongue dans le cas des diphtongues qui
n’existent pas.en LB et les réponses avec le maintien de la
diphtongue dans le cas des diphtongues qui existent en
langue maternelle.

Tableau 2

Sur P’ensemble des -étudiants, le pourcentage des
réponses avec le maintien de la d1phtongue dans les mots qui
contiennent des diphtongues existantes, egalement en
langue maternelle est de 20,8%, tandis que dans le cas des
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L’hypothése sur I’influence du niveau de connaissance de
la langue étrangére sur P’inversion a aussi, comme
fondement, la capacité d’analyser le matériel linguistique de
la langue. Chez les débutants (étudiants de la premiére et
deuxieme année), cette capacite est plus réduite que chez les
avancés; dans notre expérience c’est Pinversion qui
confirme cette différence: les réponses sans le maintien de la
diphtongue connaissent une croissance significative entre le
premier et le troisieme niveau. La différence entre les
résultats obtenus dans le cas des diphtongues de la langue
étrangére qui n’existent pas dans la langue maternelle et les
résultats obtenus dans le cas des diphtongues de la langue
étrangére qui existent aussi dans la langue maternelle
représente un argument de plus en faveur de I’interprétation
donnée aux inversions.

Le maintien de la diphtongue dans la forme inversée
s’explique dans le fait que la diphtongue est considérée par
I’étudiant comme une seule unité, comme un « bloc sonore
». L’existence en -langue maternelle de la diphtongue
intervient comme un facteur qui favorise le maintien de la
diphtongue, parce qu’elle renforce le fonctionnement d’un
certain automatisme de la succession voyelle + semi-voyelle
qui composent la diphtongue. En revanche, I’inexistence en
langue maternelle de la diphtongue en question favorise non
pas 1’unité de la diphtongue, mais la mise en évidence de ses
composantes, ce qui contribue a rendre plus facile
[’opération de décomposer la diphtongue dans les deux
éléments qui la composent; dans ces conditions I’inversion «
correcte » du mot est plus facile. Il est intéressant de noter
que les étudiants décomposent, dans un premier temps, les
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I’appartenance 2 la langue étrangére des mots intervient dans
Pinversion, étant donné que la capacité d’analyse est plus
réduite dans le cas des mots étrangers, que dans celui des
mots appartenant a la langue maternelle. La capacité
d’analyser la diphtongue dans ses composantes (voyelle +
seml-voyelle ou semi-voyelle + voyelle) est plus réduite
dans le cas des mots francais. Le maintien de la d1phtongue
représente 61,5% sur I’ensemble des réponses aux mots qui
contiennent des diphtongues . appartenant 4 la langue
étrangere, ce qui signifie que I’analyse de la diphtongue en
voyelle + semi-voyelle ou semi-voyelle + voyelle a été faite
dans 38,5 % des cas. Les résultats sont tout autres pour les
mots appartenant a la langue maternelle; le maintien de la
diphtongue représente 20% sur le total des réponses, ce qui
signifie que I’analyse de la diphtongue a été faite en 80%
des cas.

La  comparaison des résultats obtenus dans notre
expérience met en évidence des différences considérables en
ce qul concerne le maintien des diphtongues dans les
inversions. Il y a des différences dans 1’inversion des mots
appartenant a la langue étrangére en fonction du niveau de
connaissance de la langue etrangere Ces différences sont
presentees dans le. Tahleau L.

TR

| {Tab:iéau 1 .
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cette catégorie représentent une forme d’interférence entre la
langue maternelle et la langue étrangere.

I’analyse des résultats confirme ’hypothése principale
de D’expérience : entre I’inversion des mots frangais et
I’inversion des mots arabes des différences apparaissent qui
sont dues leur appartenance respective & langue maternelle
et a la langue étrangére. Sur I’ensemble des réponses,
I’inversion «correcte » — donc, ’inversion sans le maintien
de la diphtongue — des mots frangais qui contiennent des
diphtongues représentent 52,5%, tandis que pour les mots
arabes l’inversion sans le maintien de la diphtongue
représente  66,5%. L’explication de cette différence se
rapporte 2 la capacité d’analyser les mots, de les décomposer
dans leurs éléments constitutifs. L’inversion «correcte »
suppose, d’abord, I’analyse du mot dans des unités plus
petites; une fois dégagées, ces unités peuvent étre inversées.
La correction de l’inversion dépend donc de celle de
I’analyse, c’est-a-dire de « I’existence d’une conscience des
unités sonores dans lesquelles le mot peut étre divisén?.
L’analyse du mot est fonction de certains facteurs. Si
I’inversion se produit dans la langue maternelle, un des
facteurs qui rendent ’analyse plus difficile c’est la présence
des diphtongues ou de certains groupes de consonnes. Si
I’inversion se produit dans une langue étrangére lors de
I’apprentissage de celle-ci, le facteur représenté par

,,,,,

1Slama—Cazacu, : T.. Méthodologie. de 1’étude comparée_des

stimulus verbaux ét non verbaux 'ét::"quelques problémes actuels
de la psychologie expérimentale de la perception, Bulletin de

psychologie, 1968— 1969, p. 395
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1) Des réponses avec le maintien de la diphtongue ou du
groupe de’ consonnes en conservant donc 1 ordre des
consonnes tel qu’il était dans le mot non inversé. |

2) Des réponses sans le maintien de la diphtongue ou du
groupe de consonnes; ce sont les inversions dans lesquelles
la diphtongue et le groupe de consonnes sont analysés par
les étudiants en fonction de leur composantes, le résultat
étant une inversion « correcte» du point de vue de la
succession rigoureusement anGISC des sons.qui composent
le mot en question.

3) Des réponses avec la modification du schéma du mot. Ii
en ressort que la modification du schéma des mots francais
représente, le plus souvent, ’omission dans ’inversion de
certains sons. Dans d’autres cas, par la modification du
schéma du mot 1’étudiant évite de prononcer certains sons
dans une position inconnue en francais; 1’étudiant évite la
prononciation de la consonne h a la finale du mot. Parfois,
par la modification du schéma du mot en langue étrangere
I’étudiant arrive & prononcer les mots appartenant a la
langue maternelle. Dans certains cas, les réponses
contiennent des sons qui n’existent pas dans le corps
phonétique du mot a inverser:

4) Des réponses avec le remplacement de certains sons du
mot & inverser, par d’autres sons. Les étudiants essayent
d’éviter la prononciation des sons qui n’existent pas dans la
langue maternelle.

5) Des réponses avec I’introduction de sons appartenant a la
langue maternelle (qui n’existent pas en langue étrangeére);
trés souvent a la fin des inversions apparait un son
correspondant & e muet du frangais. Il y a, aussi, des
inversions comprenant des voyelles nasales. Les réponses de
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»; « casque de guerrew; « vitre »; « clefs »; « étoile »; «
poulet »; « ma foi », « par Dieu » ; « mes » ; « voile » ; « tu
pries »j « visage » « arbres » ; « je bois »; « foréts » ; « nid
» ; « fleurs » ; « allons »; « banc de sable»; « montagne »; «
passage voité »; « balle»; « anglais ». Aprés cette série
étaient donnés 5 mots arabes contenant des diphtongues. A
la fin de I’expérience nous avons demandé a chaque étudiant
des explications concernant la procédure utilisée par lui pour
inverser les mots, les difficultés rencontrées, etc. Nous
avons vérifié aussi si les étudiants connaissaient ou non la
signification des mots frangais utilisés dans I’expérience.

A cette expérience d’inversion ont participé 36 €tudiants
d’Université de Kuffa parmi lesquels 19 en premicre et
deuxiéme année, 12 en troisiéme année et 5 en quatrieme,
tous Agés entre 19 et 37 ans. Toutes les séances
d’expérimentation ont été enregistrées. Dans la transcription
des enregistrements nous avons marqué le temps de réaction
pour chaque réponse, ainsi que les sons parasites, les retours
en arriére pour corriger la forme de la premiere réponse
donnée, les prononciations fragmentaires qui précédaient,
parfois, la prononciation intégrale du mot inversé; nous
avons aussi marqué les réactions non verbales des étudiants
(notés dans les protocoles des séances d’expérimentation).
L’interprétation des faits tient compte de tous ces
renseignements. |

Analyse des résultats

L’inversion des mots utilisés dans notre expérience a
donné les types suivants de réponse:
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et Th. Sebeok ou deux possibilités étaient suggérées a cet
égard: a) I’élimination (au moins théorique) des effets de
I’orthographe par I’utilisation d’apprenants analphabétes ou
d’enfants non encore scolarisés; b) I’étude de D’effet de
Porthographe sur la perception des unités linguistiques®. La
sélection des mots conformément au principe phonologique
de I’orthographe était destinée & éviter de la part des
étudiants des questions concernant le procédé d’inversion
quiils devaient appliquer. Nous avons considéré que
Papparition de telles questions aurait eu comme
conséquence « d’orienter » dés le début Dattention des
étudiants sur le procédé d’inversion et, par conséquent, de
fausser la spontanéité des réponses. Ulterleurement au cours
de ’expérience nous avons eu la preuve’ de nature a Justlﬁer
cette précaution lorsque nous proposions pour étre inversés
les mots francais contenant des diphtongues (oui, soleil, etc.)
certains étudiants, devenant conscients de la différence entre
la forme écrite et la forme sonore, demandaient s’ils
devaient se conduire dans D’inversion d’aprés I’une ou
autre. De telles questions ne sont apparues ni aux
inversions  d’entrainement, ni aux mots francais
d’expérience contenant dcs dlphtongues des groupes de
consonnes etc -

| -Ap‘ré’s les inversions d’entrainement étaient donnés 24
-mots frangais d’expérience (I’ordre des mots. a été établi
pour éviter effet de série) « je donnew; « riviére »; « colline

°cf. Osgood, Ch., Th. Sebeok (réd.), Psycholinguistics .A survey

of theory and reseafc_h problems, Baltimore, Indiana University

Waverley Press,, 1953, p. 64
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Hypothéses de recherche

Les hypothéses de notre expérience sont les suivantes: 1)
T’inversion sera influencée par I’appartenance des mots a la
langue étrangére, respectivement, a la langue maternelle
(arabe), ainsi que par le niveau de connaissance de langue
étrangére (frangais); 2) dans les formes issues de la
prononciation inversée des mots frangais, ‘des interférences
apparaitront entre I’arabe en tant que langue maternelle et le
francais en tant que langue étrangere. -

Méthodes de recherche

La méthode appliquée a été la suivante: chaque étudiant a
qui nous avons présenté oralement un certain nombre de
mots francais et arabes devait en donner la prononciation
inverse. L’instruction était suivie par I’inversion de‘6 mots
d’essai (pour I’entrainement des apprenants): 2 mots arabes
et 4 mots francais. Dans le choix de ces mots nous avons
voulu assurer une certaines correspondance entre P’aspect
graphique et -la prononciation des mots, de sorte que a
chaque son corresponde une seule lettre. Nous avons réalisé
cette correspondance, parce que certaines personnes se
conduisent dans I’inversion d’aprés 1’image graphique du
moté. D’ailleurs, ’influence du manque de correspondance
entre la prononciation et ’orthographe (trait particulier de
I’anglais et du frangais) sur I'inversion a été mentionnée
dans I’ouvrage de psycholinguistique publié par Ch. Osgood

¢ cf -Roulet, E., Théories linguistiques et pratiques de
- ’enseignement des langues, Conférence donnée aux Cours d’été

de 1’Université.de Bucarest, Smala, 1972.
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Le point de départ de notre expérience est le fait que le
rapport entre les unités psychologiques et les unités
linguistiques présente des particularités spécifiques dans le
comportement  psycholinguistique = des  adultes , qui
apprennent une langue étrangére; nous avons aussi considéré
que par 1’étude de ce rapport nous pouvons approfondir la
connaissance des processus et des phénoménes qui se
produisent lors de I’apprentissage. Par conséquent, nous
avons appliqué le procédé de I’inversion expérimentale des
mots & un certain nombre de locuteurs ayant ’arabe parlé en
Irak comme langue maternelle qui se trouvent aux
différentes étapes de I’ apprentissage du frangais.

Notre recherche vise [’étude . _du comportement
psycholinguistique des apprenants & qui 1’on propose des
mots contenant différentes particularités du systéme
phonétique du francais (les diphtongues, le - u final
asyllabique, les consonnes affriquées et les palatales, ainsi
que divers groupes de consonnes) et de I’écriture francaise
(comment sont inversés les mots contenant des sons
représentés dans ’orthographe par des groupements de
lettres). En méme temps nous nous sommes proposé I’étude
comparative de la réaction des étudiants aux mots contenant
des diphtongues en langue étrangére (frangais) et en langue
maternelle (arabe parlé en Irak). Outre ces aspects liés a la
prononciation et a la graphie, nous avons fait des
observations sur 1’action de certains facteurs qu1 influencent
’inversion.
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a qui I'on demanderait d’inverser des mots comme: ten,
mate, boys, noise ou des énoncés comme: The boy went
home. La conclusion tiréde de ces exemples est, elle aussi,
placée sous le sigle de ’hypothétique: « Des exemples bien
choisis et une interprétation précise des résultats pourraient
révéler des corrélations intéressantes entre le niveau
linguistique (formel), le niveau psychologique (intuitif) et le
niveau psycholinguistique (fonctionnel) d’analyse des unités
»Y, |

Nous reprenons a notre compte 1’hypothése mentionnée
en lui donnant un contour expérimental précis: il s’agit
d’appliquer I’inversion expérimentale des mots a I’étude des
diphtongues — [’un des problémes controversés de la
phonologie du francais. Cette étude expérimentale peut
apporter des arguments qui étayent la  thése de
I’'indépendance et de ’unité des diphtongues frangaises et,
en méme temps, elle peut aboutir & des constatations liées
aux facteurs qui influencent I’inversion des mots,
notamment, [’entrainement des apprenants, le procédé
d’inversion utilisé par les étudiants (ceux-ci se conduisent
ou non d’aprés 1’image graphique du mot), les automatismes
de la parole. Les résultats seront aussi exploités au profit
d’une approche psycholinguistique du rapport entre les
unités psychologiques et les unités linguistiques au niveau
de la phonétiqueY. |

Tbid
¥ V. Rondeau, G., Qu’est-ce que la linguistique appliquée, in
P.Léon (réd.), Linguistique appliquée et enseignement du

francais, Montréal, Centre Educatif et Culturel, 1967-pp. 7—29.
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Les rapports entre les
unités psychologiques et les unités linguistiques

Assist. Lecturer Ouadi Younis Idham
College of Arts - University of kufa

Introduction

L’inversion est, pour la premiére fois, suggérée comme
un procédé expérimental possible en psycholinguistique
dans le volume Psycholinguistiques. A survey of theory and
research problems, édité en 1953 par Ch. Osgood et Th.
Sebeok, c’est-a-dire dés la naissance officielle de ce
domaine interdisciplinaire. Dans le chapitre consacré aux «
unités psycholinguistiques » les auteurs préconisent deux
possibilités pour I’étude dés rapports entre les unités
psychologiques et les unités linguistiques : le langage de
Penfant et «la parole inverse» (revearsed speech).
L’hypothese émise considére, en derniére analyse, qu’il est
possible de « déterminer les unités psycholinguistiques par
’analyse des points ou les sujets font les erreurs”, c’est-a-
dire Ia ou I’inversion ne coincide pas & I’inversion réelle [...]
»Y. Par la suite, ce que les auteurs présentent comme
illustration concréte, ne sont pas les résultats d’une,
recherche expérimentale faite & partir de 1’hypothése
mentionnée, mais des présomptions concernant la maniére
probable de réagir de la part d’un locuteur natif de 1’anglais

10sgood, Ch., Th. Sebeok (véd.), Psycholinguistics .A survey of

theory and_research_problems, Baltimore, Indiana University

Waverley Press,, 1953, p. 65
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This situation may be improved by providing the user with
definitions, encyclopec.;ihilc 1nformat10n énd illustrative examples,
a process which is still in its infancy. Bilingual lexicography

often sacrifices accuracy for simplicity.
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Conclusion

We have seen that it is not an easy task to find exact
equivalents for words of ‘the source language in the target
language owing to the cultural and lexical voids that exist
between the two languages involved in a bilingual dictionary in
addition the grammatical words and polysemy in both languages.
The lexicographical principle of word for word equivalence
exerts a powerful psychological influence on lexicographers.
Though they know that this process is defective, they keep on
making attempts to provide alleged equivalents. Their
knowledge of the inadequacy of this process is shown clearly
through the use of glosses in the entries of the dictionary.
Sometimes and in their attempt to prdvide one word for word
equivalence, they provide the user with a run of partial
equivalents. Thus they increase his knowledge of synonymy in

his own language and he has to decide which one to choose.
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S. Polysemy.

Polysemy is the case when a word has a set of different
meanings (palmer, 1976: 67). Polysemy constitutes another
formidable problem. There may be a word which is polysemous
in the source language with ‘one equivalent in the target language
or it may be polysemous in the target language while it has one
meaning in the source language. What is even worse is the case
when it is polysemous in both languages and there is no
equivalence among the different senses: | o

Inhabitant :
Calm ~ /sakin/
Motionless .

/anta/ for masculine singular/you/
/anti/ for feminine singular
/antuny/ for masculine plural
/antunna/ for feminine plural

If the dictionary is to be a teaching aid and not a mere reference
book, it should clarify the polysemous nature of the word and its
alleged equivalent. The lexicographer should bear in mind that
the bare use of word for word in bilingual dictionaries is quite
defective owing to the polysemous nature of words in the two
languages involved in a bilingual dictionary. The process of
equivalence needs underpinning if the whole practice of
bilingual lexicography is not to seem to rest on a shaky unproven
theoretical foundation. This underpinning may take the form of
definitions, encyclopedic information and illustrative examples
which may help the user of the dictionary to be aware of the
accurate denotation, connotation and the range of application of
words.
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words and the feminized words, there are 85 words describing
woman in particular(Abdulbaqi, 1978:78). :

In Arabic we have one word standing for “pig” While we
have eight words standing for it in English.

4.:Gf;;nmat.ical Words

Grammatical words constitute another lexical problem
facing the process of word for word equivalence. Their function
is more important than their lexical meaning. Bilingual
lexicographers try to provide equivalents for such words without
paying any attention to their function and distribution in the
source language. There is no use for example to look for an
equivalent for “verb to be” in Arabic since there is a lexical void
in Arabic. Sometimes we may find a lexical equivalent in the
target language but the alleged equivalent may have a different
distribution in both languages. It is no use for example: to.say
»the” means /lam al taareef/ in Arabic since the two words have
different distributions in both languages ( Al-salami; 1988).

Al-baytu l-kabeeru
The house the large
~ “The large house”
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between :the denatations, connotations, and the range -of
application of words of the two languages involved in a bilingual
dictionary. Foreign learners who have grown up with their native
language expect to find translational equivalents when they refer
to a-bilingual :dictionary. This will facilitate their use of the
foreignlanguage: for communication: We'cannot deny the fact
that foreign-learner:s start learning a foreign language after they
have built deep rooted linguistic habits -of their own language.

They: usually make use of the posmve 1nterference of their
mother tongue.:

When there is.a lexical void lexicographers usually have
recourse to coining words in the target language or borrowing
words from the foreign language. Whatever the “choice they
make, the user of the dictionary finds himself ill-equipped with
the necessary information about the semantic features of the
coined and borrowed words. S

- Fortunately, the lexical voids are constantly disappearing by
being filled as a result of the dominating position that English
has come to occupy in relation to Arabic and other languages
due to its being a universal language. Compilers of more recent
bilingual dictionaries face fewer lexical voids than those faced
by compilers of old bilingual dictionaries owing to the advances
of information technology. But the lexical void still constitutes a
formidable problem facing the process of word for word
equivalence, Here are some examples.

- We have more than three hundred types of dates in Iraq
w1th one word “date” standing for them in. English. Arabic has
given 3 classifier for each stage of date groth and for each type
with no equivalent in English.

. In Arabic'we have many waords to classify camels while we
have .one word in English which is supposed to be their
equivalent. What is even worse we have few names for a female
in English e:g. girl,-woman, spinster, widow or adjectives like
pregnant while in Arabic, beside the equivalents of the English
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.- special way in Iraqi Arabic or “Mulukhia” which roughly means
- vegetable cooked with rabbit meat in Egyptian Arabic.

People use the words dinner, supper, lunch, and tea in

different ways depending on which English-speaking country

~ they come from. In Britain, it may also depend on which part of

- the country or which social class a person comes from

- (Whemeier, 2005:793). In British English "tea", which is a light
. meal in the afternoon with sandwiches and cake....etc and a cup

" of tea or the meal “brunch”which is a combination of breakfast
and lunch especially a meal you eat outside has no equivalent in
Arabic. The cultural focus is present in the source language since
there is a word symbolizing it but it may be missing in the target
language and it is natural that it lacks the compressed symbolic
expression of that focus which we call a word. -

If we attempt at one-to-one equivalence, we shall indeed try
to set up a cultural equation which does not in fact exist. The
possibility of finding accurate one —to-one equivalence implies
either a shared culture or a large degree of acculturation”

3. The Lexical Void

As mentioned earlier, meaning is the attitude toward and the
classification of the universe by a certain community. This
classification requires a symbolic referential unit of the language
of that community to represent it. The unit used to. convey
meaning performs its function by its compression’ ‘of the
semantic complex. There is no universal classification of the
universe. Therefore there will be a lack of equivalence since we
do not expect a community to classify something Wwhich is
nonexistent. If there is a certain degree of equivalence between
- the classification systems of any pair of languages in a bilingual
dictionary, we cannot guarantee that the attitudes toward the
universe are identical. Therefore we definitely find differences
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language has its unique activities, traditions, and ways of
~behaviour. So naturally there will be a lack of symbols standing
for them in other languages. We do not expect a certain
community to. classify a. concept or an object which is
nonexistent in it and to give it a classifier.
-Schnorr summarizes the fields where such a lack of
equivalence exists: .
1. Activities and festivities such as the concept of “Guy
Fawkes Day “in the United Kingdom and “Arafat Day”
in the Islamic World. a
2. Clothing and national costumes such as “Sari “in India
and “Uqaal” “a type of head garments in the Arab
World”.
3. Tools and objects like “Mugwar” “a tool for fighting in
Iraqi Arabic”. '
4. Historical facts such as the restoration in England and
~ Al-twabeen in the Islamic history. :
5. Religious terms such. as “minister, priest” in
- Christianity and “Ayatollah “in Islam. '
6. Educational . and specialist knowledge (Schnorr,
1986:56-59).

An. important objection to this summary is that it has
ignored two of the most important fields where the lack of word
for word equivalence exists. They are situational protocols
(Mccreary, 1988:56) and foods and meals. There are words that
~are used especially for certain occasions. We greet, insult,
congratulate and-for each action: there are special words and
phrases whose functions are more important than their literal
meanings. In Iraqi Arabic, the Iraqgis use a special greeting for a
person after shaving or having his hair cut. It is “naayeeman”. In
English the greeting “‘good afternoon” has no equivalent in
Arabic. = D

Every community has its own food. We cannot find an
~ equivalent for “masgoof” which roughly means fish toasted in a
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community physical, mental or emotional experience. It
compresses the semantic complex into a phonological simplex.
This semantic complex has become a part of the native speaker’s
intuition and habit. That is the reason why we find the native
speaker able to use words in his production of his native
language without knowing their definitions. The essence of the
word then is the semantic compression which is the source of the
word’s denotative capacity and its connotative power. Words are
symbolizers of socio-cultural experiences of the speech
community of the language. Words are symbolic instruments for
the control and interpersonal sharing of experience in a given
society (Lyons, 1969:432). |
" In bilingual lexicography we face the fact that native
speakers of languages have been inhabiting a mental world of
words and seeking to familiarize themselves with the lexical
classifying system of a second language. Gimson(1976:1) rightly
rioted that “the later in life that a second lafiguage begins, the
more the learner will be subject to resistance and prejudice
deriving from the framework of his original language. So it is
natural for the foreign learners to expect to be provided with
lexical equivalence. They expect to find word for word
translations and not definitions in bilingual dictionaries. They
will base their understanding of the word meaning on what they
have shared and commonly sensed in their own language.

Non- equivalence instances which inhibit word for word
equivalence fall into four major categories: the cultural void, the
lexical void, grammatical words and polysemy.

2. The cultural void

Linguistic forms are social facts because they are created in
the matrix of the speech community of thé language (Zugusta,
1971:197). So it is inevitable that they will convey the culture
and the social values of that community and the unique life of its
speakers (Tomaszczyk, 1 1983:43). The community of the
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Problems of Word for Word Equivalence in English—
Arabic Dictionaries and their Lexical and Cultural

Implications

Assist. Lecturer Nadhum Raheem Ghurab
College of Arts- University of Kufa

1. Introduction

The basic principle underlying all bilingual lexicographical
practice is word- for word equivalence. This principle is based
on the belief that meaning is a universal concept found in all
languages .The only difference is in the words provided by
languages to convey it (Lado, 1957:77).

The aim of this paper is to examine the University of
validity of this principle in detail and to refer it to some
linguistic and cultural problems arising in the compilation of
English-Arabic dictionaries.

It is often said that meaning is the attitude toward and the
classification of the universe by a certain community and the
words provided to convey it are no more than classifiers of that
experience (Lyons, 1969:420).

There are no identical classifications of any two language
communities (Lamb, 1985:47). Consequently, there is no exact
word-for word equivalence between the words of any two
languages owing to the lexical no less than the phonological and
syntactical uniqueness of every language. It would not be out of
place to recapitulate the nature and the function of the chief unit
at the lexical level- the word. The word is the symbolic
referential unit of language — the interface at which language and
non-language meet. It performs its function by being a sound
pattern which encapsulates the semantic features of the speech
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their peer t)uplls or even they can talk to themselves as if in
soliloquy. "

14- There should be a kind of balance between the materials that
' 1mprove appropriacy and those which i 1mprove accuracy

Appendlx
Thetest

' Read the followmg mstructlons and answer as requu‘ed in
‘the brackets accordmg to the materlal you studled in Book 8:
1 How do you mtroduce your friend Jack to George‘7 o
2. Your nelghbors wrll leave to Calro next week What do you
say to h1m‘7 How would he respond‘7 -
3. Inv1te your classmate to a party How would he refuse‘7 ,.
4. Your brother feels sick. What do you suggest for hlm‘? |
5. J oseph thinks that wmter isa nlce season Dlsagree w1th h1m
6. Someone wants to get to the petrol statron How do you tell
h1m the way? Use (trafﬁc hghts — left - rlght)
7. You work in an office. Ask your boss to give y‘ou a leave
8. Prevent your frlend from gomg near to the machlne Use
_:'(dangerous) o o |
9. Samir bought a new shlrt Show non-neressrty

10. Jack likes Tup.Disagree with his preference. “
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communication. It poSslble these institutes can be opened in Iraq
_When the securlty status becomes better.
8-The present textbooks should be supplemented by real life
| 'dally conversatlons 1n order to be practiced by the learners.
:‘Adherlng to the present textbooks in our schools may not give
the opportunlty to the learners to improve their ‘level of
.proﬁmency in Engllsh '
| V9 One or two perlods a week in the present programme in
Enghsh can be dedicated for conversations only .No other
_act1v1t1es should be presented durmg these periods:
10- The 11sten1ng comprehenswn activity’ ‘should be activated i in
.our secondary schools. Learners should be trained and
_encouraged to engage in acttve processes of listening for
- meamng N '
11- The unlts of books 6,7, and 8 should be abridged in order to
| .dedlcate the surplus time for practice by puipils.
| 12 learners should always be exposed to films which contain
.' Enghsh da11y conversations in which’ the * actors speak the
'_ _Y‘language slowly, and then” gradually they are’exposed to
speeches Wlth a noimal speed until leainérs- ‘get the desired
J proﬁc1ency in'the forelgn language cotmunications:
13-Learners should be encouraged to practise the language even

at their leisure time or at home. They can also communicate with
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2-Teachers should try to create situations in which the learner is
motivated to respond to them. They should try to create an
atmosphere similar to real conversational situations.

3- Pupils should be given more freedom to move inside the
classroom and to exchange views with their peers .The teacher
can give the notion and then the different language functions
~ follow. - |

4- Teachers should train their pupils on oral {nstructions. The
present situation in our schools depend only on the written form
whether in given quizzes by the teacher or in the monthly, mid-
year and final examinations. |

" 5-Practising the ‘given function in the classroom is very
important, and teachers should always be instigators of such
practices. |

6-Only competent teachers should be allowed to teach pupils at
" this stage owing to the difficulty of the material.

“7-Efficient teachers can be delegated to countries where English
~is spoken as a native language especially to Britain or America.
If this is a costly suggestion, they can be delegated to

neighboring countries where there aré institutes run by native
~speakers of English. The delegates can take courses there in

“order to imprové ‘their abilitiés 'in ‘using ‘the language of
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4-Learners are not given adequate opportunities to practise the
different functions presented by Book 8. And as a result we
cannot expect the learners to perform feidéquately? when they are
..exposed to real daily conversations. . - ..
5-The lack of:authenticity makes pupils feel that they are just
performing mimic acts of communication. »
6-The presentation of new functions influences previously
presented functions. This is detected from the testees’ responses.
7-The presentation of a cértain function is not supplemented
with‘}t’hg:-: suitable social rules which operate to determine what is
apprdpriaté éﬁd What is no_t’appropriate in a given situation. -
8-The instructions given to the learners to respond to a certain
functi.or'l are réth.er‘ difﬁcult to learn owing to some unfamiliar
vocabulary or Qf;fuctufes. |
B. Rec_ommendations

| The folquing recommendations are based on the previous
findings. | }
1-Because the different formulas need memorization on the part
of the_pupils, fhe_y should . be presented in-smaller doses, i.e.,
the matefial can be divided, for instance, on three years starting
from the fourth secondary. schqol. In so dping the learners can

succeed in controlling these different functions.
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care called on to act certain functions or ‘perfor'm in daily

_.situations.

XII. Findings and Recommendations
The following findings and fecommendétion_s éa_n be stated
- .on the basis of the analysis and observatior.ls}in thié studv
- A .Findings:
These include: S
'1- In spite of some awkward responses of-the "lfc.arners, they

show some kind of development towards achieving an ability to

~ communicate in the foreign language. An investigation of

- pupils’ responses in the test provesthat. - .

2- The time allotted for covering the ﬁmctions_ in Book 8 is not
enough. A lot many functions have  been . presented in
comparison with the time available for the teacher.
3-  The eccentric expressions produced by ;somg pupils
;= support. the concept of “inteylanguage?’. inl;;odi;céa‘l.:)y Selinker
- .(1972), as Corder (1981: 2) refers to that. Riphaf&g and Schmidt
~¢..(1992: 27) define interlanguage as a t}{pe of laﬁgéage_ _pfoduced
++ by second or foreign language learners who are in t'he? process of
learning a language. This language is different frggn. the native

speaker’s language and the foreign language.
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| 1nformat10n elrc1ted from the responses of the sample 1ncluded in
this study. These problems are: |

1- Tearners of sixth’ year preparatory schools face drfﬁculty in
‘recalling the exact formula of a certain Function.

2-  There is confusion between the d1fferent functrons as had
"been stated in point (IX) above o

3- Learners face the problem of understandmg or
‘comprehending what they are exactly requlred to do in the
instruction. The Vocabulary used in some 1nstructlons seems to
'be unfamiliar for some puplls o

4- The' dtfﬁculty of usrng the suitable pronouns when '
résponding to instructions. Puprls seem to have no mastery of
usmg the English pronouns properly. o |
54 Although the itéms of the test Were only (1 0), the testees took
a rather long perrod of time to answer the test. They took about
70 minutes to finish the task though they left some ‘items
without giving any answer. So when learners are put in real life
'Sltuatlons ‘they are expected to hesrtate and fall to perform
‘effect1vely, and they may p oduce mcorrect and confused
‘expressions. o | .
6-  As learners understood the given instructions at different

levels, théy ‘are expected to misunderstand each other when they
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compose or decompose sentences with reference to it. Schmitt
(2002:7)l supports the labove argument when he states that a
communicatiye approach helps ‘learners to become fluent, but it
is insufﬁcient to enstlre comparable levels of accuracy.

9- There is a gap between what the teacher wants his pupils to
learn and Wﬁat they themselves actually want to. This is evident
of what those pupils say or write. (Ibid: 11). In agreement with
this view Larsen- Freeman (1986) believes that there are no
reliable ways of knowing what learners have learned at the end
of any lesson, and what they will retain in the long term. This
point is really supported by the fesp,onses of pupils to the items
of the test in this research. . A | _
10- Normal conversation does not give the speaker enough time
to think about the use of rules (Ktas_hen, 1987:6). Because of this
problem accuracy may be lost at the expense of appropriacy.

11- The learner may be invoh)ed in what he is saying that he
does not attend to how he is saying it. On the other hand,
.performers may be so concerned with conversation that they can

~not speak with any real fluency. (Ibid: 16-17).

XI. The Problems Explored Through the Test
S%I:_r}lv_Jt_a‘_ddit_ign to the problems stated in (X) above, there are the
following problems of CLT approach which are based on the
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4- . In most situations; especially in Iraq, the learner does not
use the foreign language outside the classroom. The teacher is
the only person to communicate with, while the CLT approach
insists that the teacher should be given the minimum time to
speak.

5- The classroom context is used to create activities to teach
learners how to react in real world situations, and notto fake real
world situations. This view 1s supported by L1tt1ewood (1981:

44) who considers a classroorn as an artlﬁcral env1ronment for
learning and using a fore1gn language S

6- The teacher can not decide which functions are most useful '
for his students and as a result, there will be a problem of how
to sequence these funct1ons in hrs daily or annual plan of
teaching. |

7- The learner 1s aware of the art1ﬁc1al1ty of any language
function that takes place in the classroom. This is what W11k1ns
(1974: 83) assures. _ )

8- Widdowson (1989) emphasizes that the sole commumcatlon
on functronal considerations while ignoring fonn altogether is a
m1stake Just relymg too heavily on rules of grammar often lead
to drssocra’uon from any consideration of appropr1ateness

relymg t00 heavrly on usmg language appropriately can lead to a

lack of necessary grammatical knowledge and of the ability to
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buy, I-non necessity and I was not see to nessier. This function
was confused with the expression of opinion. |

Item (10): - This item is about disagreement with others'
preferences:' (9) Responses were correct. Some of the eccentric

expressions are: I do not thing, I like 7 up but I like a pepsi.

X. The Problems of Using the CLT Approach in
Teaching the Foreign Language

The most outetanding problems ensuing from using the CLT
approach can be stated as follows .

1- Krashen (1987: 4) emphas1zes that a lot many books on
methodology are based on what seems to work in the classroom,
but they are not ﬁeld-tested. So is the case with Book 8.

2-  CLT tends to promote fluency over accuracy, and there is
. ""the.‘fear that the learners will lose 'accuracy at the expense of
ﬂﬁency -

3-  One of the prmc1p1es of CLT is that the teacher speaks
.less than h1s puplls but in actual practice, we notice that the
”reverse is true The teacher hardly gives enough time to.his
}:;‘pupﬂs to pract1se the daily communications. As a result, the

learner does not get adequate opportun1t1es to pracrise the

language
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_instead of using the correct formula: I, suggest you go ..., (10)
pupils used: I suppose go.

Item (5): is about dlsagreement (15) Responses out of (30) were
correct. (3) pupils used a form of apology, by saying: “I can’t
come”. There;a_r:e (o.)'i.responseslvy‘hich were eccentric like the
expressions: I see the winter is t)ad; No 1t is. very cold; or No,
thing that is the summer. |

Item (6): It is about locat1on (8) Responses were correct. (15)
Pupils used eccentric expressions like: Go Street, take the traffic
light, Go down _to'the traffic, Go start, take the left or take the
traffic. |

Item (7): This item is about asking for permission. (8) Responses
Were correct. (22) Pupils did not respond to this item. Some of
the eccentric expressions used are: Please go out, excuse me can
you excuse me I leave, can you get let me to go and I promise to
leave. o S
Item (8): This item is about prevention and inhibition. (8)
Responses were correct. Some of the eccentric expressions are: I
wond you this dangerous to go, | prevent you that dangerous, do
not gomg there and I prevent in that

__(_) Th1s 1tem 1s about non-necessity. Only (4) responses
were correct ( 10) Puprls did not respond. There are some

eccentric expressions like: I think that shirt, was not necessity to
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the testees were expected to do their best in answering the
questions given.
IX. An Analysis of Pupils’ ,.Responses

In the end of the test time, the test papérs were collected and
then corrected by the researcher. The responses of the testees
showed the fol!owing results: -
Item (1): This item is about introduction. Only (6) out of (30)
responses were correct. Pupils’ responses show that they were
not able to distinguish between formal introduction and personal
introduction. (5) Responses show that these pupils do not
distinguish between “may” and “my”, so they used “my” instead
of “may” producing something like: My I introduce...... ? (10)
Pupils- were confused that they could not distinguish between
introduction and invitation, and this is embodied by using the
expression: wo.uld you like me my friend.
Item (2): This item is about seeing people off. Only (11)
‘responses out of (30) were correct. Some pupils confused seeing
-off with greeting by using expressions like: Good bye- Hello.
Item (3): This is about invitation. (6) Responses were correct.
Some pupils confused invitation with suggestion and preference.
Item (4): This item is about suggestion. (5) iERé‘sfp.on‘s‘e's were

correct. (6) pupils repeated the expression: I suggest you to go,
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comprises (10) items which appear in most of the units of Book
8. This test is based on the functional material of the Book.

The test has been given to a random sample of (30) pupils of
the sixth preparatory stage who have just joined a course in
English in order to prepare themselves for the final examination
in English, i.e., the Ministerial Examination. To motivate those
pupils to respond seriously to the test’s proceedings, they have
been informed by their teacher to answer the question to the best
of their knowledge of the material. He would not receive any
blank papér. So the sample’s responses were supposed to be
representative of the material learned by those pupils during
their study of the subject for the year 2006-2007. The pupils in
the sample have come from different secondary schools in the
vavemorate of Najaf as it has been stated before.

These items 6f the test include questions about different
-language functions like: introduction, leave taking, suggestion,
apologizing and others. These will appear in the appendix at the
end of this paper.

The time given for answering the (10) items was one hour,
which was enough as the researcher thinks. The testees had been
furnished with the suitable conditions for the test like putting
them in an air-conditioned roofn. The vigilants (the researcher

and the teach.ér)‘ ‘t;i'ed to make the, whole testees feel at ease. So
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time given to present, explain and practise the material on
functions is really not epough.

During the teaching period, teachers do most of the activities
of the textbook, giving only inadequate time for learners (pupils)
to practise the use of ﬁlnc;tions. Pupils often depend on
memorizing the giveh functions. These formulas pile up to the
extent that the pupil finds himself lost amidst a variety of
language functions. So by éll considerations, the time given for
covering this new material is not enough for digesting it by the
pupils.

The time limitation is not an imaginary thing but has been
reported by most teachers of “English” whom the researcher has
interviewed about this point. Not only this, but the researcher
himself has taught the material in the sixth preparatory stage for
more than ten successive years which gave him a full conviction
that teachers of English are in no position to give their pupils
énough time to pracrtise the material. Because the
ézc;fn.rhunicative material in book 8 forms a basic portion of the
whole material, this portion does not receive its due share of
préétice 4on the part of the learner.

VIIL A Description of the Test

One ma_]or tool used in the present study is a test based on

the functlonal-notlonal points included in Book 8. The test



(21§ T P Adab Al - Kufa Journal - Issue (1)

VIIL. The Time Allotted For Practice by Pupils

Time is no doubt a paramount factor in the process of
teaching a foreign language. Many authorities emphasize the
importance of time in learning a foreign language.

- DuBEin'et ai >(1986: 32) assume that "the time available for
the acquisition of the target language is a key factor ".

Because of the limitations of time} teachers at vthis stage find
themselves lagging behind the apphcatlon of their weekly or
‘annual plans. Due to the many occasions during the school year,
a lot of time is wasted now and then. This is exactly what
* Mathews (1985: 203) empﬁasizes when he states that " in
secondary schools the teaching time is lost for variety of reasons,
and it would be unwise to adopt a textbook which provides too
- much material for the teaching hours available”.

In this stage pupils have 5-6 periods weekly. Each period
" lasts for 45 minutes including the time allotted for checking
absentees or checking pupils' homework. So a considerable
portion of the teacher’s time in the classroom is wasted.
Moreover, each unit of Book 8 presents different activities like:
dialogues, readlng comprehensmn passages, pronunciation,
“spelling, and ‘the time allotted for dlscussmg the home 'r_eading

activity represented by the tale “Merchant of Venice”. So the
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and the ultirhate aim of the learner is to approach the target

language norms of the native speaker.

VL. A Description of the Functional Material of Book
8: -

Book 8 " comprises (15) units. Units 13, 14, and 15 are
review units. Units 1, 2, 3, 7, 9, and 10 present different
functions of language like: introduction, greeting, leave-taking,
offer, invitation, apology, expressing opinions, and other
functions of language. These functions are presented in Book 8
for the first time, and there is ne way to control their use other
than memorizing them by the puplls The difficulty arises when
we know that these functions are new for the learner at this
stage. He might have met some of these functions in previous
stages of his study represented by some dialogﬁes, but not in.
sUchv'densit‘}sf as the case now in .the present stage (the sixth
preparatory stage). There are other aictivif_ies in all the units of
the book which' ali make 2 heavy burden on the shoulders of
pupils in this :.s.tage' Because the material is exfensive teachers
often ﬂnd themselves 1n need for more time to cover all the

functions of the book
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V. Grammatical Structures vs. Communicative
Functions. |

Although there are several advantages” for organizing a
grammar class according to grammatical structures, . there is
danger that learners may not be able to communicate effectively
which is the main purpose of grammar classes. Because of this
potential danger many teachers and material designers believe
that grammar classes and texts should be organized according to
the functions that language serves. (McKay, 1987: xii-xiv).

Widdowson (1989) insists that it is a mistake to concentrate
solely on functions considerations while ignoring form
altogether.

Halliday (1973) sees language as a means of functioning in
society and he introduces three functions of language:
1- Ideational (telling people facts or experiences).
2- Interpersonal (maintaining personal relationships with

people).
3- Textual (expressing the connection and organization within a
text. For example, clarifying, summarizing, and signaling the
beginning and end of an argument).

A communicative approach helps learners to become fluent,
but it is insufﬁp:i.e_:r}t 1o ensure comparable level of accuracy.

Nunan (2001: 9) states that language is seen as a unified system,
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Now most teachers of foreign language claim to use a
communicative approach in some way or another and no one
wishes to be described as non-communicative teacher.

Littlewood (1981) assures that one of the most characteristic
features of CLT is that it pays systematic attention to functional
as.well as structural aspects of language.

The concept of communicative competence was originally
developed by the sociolinguist Hymes (1972) as a response to
Chomsky's model of competence/performance. This concept was
further developed in the early 1980s by Canale and Swain.
According to Canale (1983:5), communicative competence
refers .to the wunderlying systems of knowledge and skills
required for communication. The communicative competence
comprises four types of competence as follows:

- Grammatical competénce.
- Sociocultural competence.
- Discourse competence.

- Strategic competence.

;Hymes' (1972) students do not simply learn the linguistic
structure and grammar rules, but they have to learn how to use
the language properly. In CLT, what matters most is not whether
the learners learn to use the language accurately, but whether

they can get their message across.
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L

10- Fluency is a primary goal. -

CLT is considered an "ﬁfﬁia;ella" approach of language
teaching that has become the accepted "norm" in the _ﬁéld of
F oreigh' Language Teaching. It is also believed to be a catchall
term, not every one agrees on its interpretation or application.

CLT is the product of dissatisfaction with previous methods
of Etfneaching, especially, the audio-lingual method and the
grammar-translation methods. CLT makes use : 'qf }} real-life
situations that necessitate communication. The feaéhér‘s role is
to set up sitUations that learners may encounter in real life. A
teacher should talk less and listen more. That's to say, this
approach is leamer-centered Students do most of the talkmg and
the classroom is far from being quiet. The behavior of the
teacher and the learners should be as similar as possible to the
behavior of people in the "real world ". L

The teacher should work as a facilitator. He sets up exercises
and gives direction, but the learners do much more speaking than
in a traditional classroom. | - |

CLT also emphasmes somal and 51tuat1onal contexts of
communication. Addressmg a person 1n the proper way can
make a big difference in havmg a successful exchange.

Learners in CLT learn about language in social contexts like

the difference between speakl.ng with an elder and a peer.
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lists of such features is David Nunan's (1991) list of features.

These include: | |

1- Emphiasié on learning to communicate through interaction, by
using the target language.

2- The use of authentic texts in learning situations.

3-'Providing oppbrtunities for learners to focus not only on
language but also on the learning process itself.

4- Enhancing the learner's own personal experiences. .

5- Linking classroom language learning with language activities
outside the classroom.

Finochiaro and Brumfit (1983: 91- 3) give the following list of

the CLT.

1- In CLT, meaning is paramount.

2- Dialogues centre on communicative functions, provided that
they come from the inside of the learner. |

3- Contextualization is a basic principle.

4- Language learning is learning to communicéte.

5- Any device that helps learners to communicate is accepted.

6- Translation may be used when needed.

7- The use of the native language is allowed.

8- Communicative competence is the desired goal.

9- Teachers can help learn'ers_ in any way that motivates them to

b

communicate.
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IVv. The Commumcatlve Approach.

A reV1eW of literature on communicative competence reveals -

many meanings of the concept and the way it should be used in = = -

second or foreign language  instruction. We realize two
viewpoints:

A- Ccmmunicative competence -:includes. : grammatical
competehce. ’

B- It does not.

The second v1ew has (3) bases as follows:

1- Chlldren focus more on being understood than on speaking

grammatlcally

2- Full grammaucal competence comes at a later stage. -

3- Language learning is more effective when it involves real -

communicative acts Qr;temet).

Schniitt (2002:7) states that in CLT, the focus is on learner's
message and ﬂuency rather than ongrammatical -accuracy.
Hlstorlcally, CLT is seen as a response to the Audio-lingual
Method and as extens1on or development of the Notional-
Functlonal syllabus CLTis characterlzed as a broad approach to

teaching rather than as a teaching method with a clearly-defined

set of classroom practices. As such it is most often defiriéd as'a =

list of general principles or features. One of the most recognized

ey
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the main source for foreign students who do not have a chance to
get input outside the classroom. This is the same .thing"ih our
present situation where the classroom is most often the sole
place for pupils to receive instructions in the foreign language.

Byrne (1980:39) states that teaching languagéé is thought of
as developing a set of performance skills in the learner. Teaching
aims to enable the learner to participate to some degree and for
certain purposes as a member of a community other than his
own. This is what a lot many Iragi learners of English aspire to
achieve.

Because the teacher plays a significant role in foreign
language teaching, no successful learning can take place without
this role. Wheh one comes to the teaching of Book 8, one can
notice the significant role of the teacher in guiding the pupils
towards the adequate mastery of English. Because, in our
context, the learner has no bpportunity to practise the language
hie learns in the classroom in authentic daily situations, the
élassroc)r’n ‘turns to be the only place in which learners can
practise the ‘use of the foreign language Hence, the teacher
should compensate for the absence of such realistic
6p;56rt11nities This compensatlon can take the form of extenswe
practice of the different functlons of the forelgn language as they

are presented by the textbook.
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communicative language approach The researcher proposes that

-----

respect will lead to workable suggestions and recommendatlons

- which may lead ‘to improving pupils’ level of proﬁmency in

mastering and handling the communicative material of book 8

and consequently better results may be achleved by the puplls in

- English at this'stage.

ITI. The Teacher as a Plvotal Element in Teachmg
Language Skills

Brown (1987:6) assures that contemporary ‘di.ctionaries show
that learning is "acquiring or getting of knowledge of a subject
or a skill by study, experience o'f' instruction”. On the other hand,
teachihg may be defined as "showing or helping someone to
learn how to do something ". Learning may imply the following:
1- It is getting, |
2- It is retention.

3- 1t is relatively permanent but subject to forgetting.
4- 1t involves some form of practice
5- Itinvolves a change of behav1our |

Teaching is gurdmg and famhtatmg learning, enabling the

learner to learn by settmg the condltlons for learnmg (Ibid: 7).

Krashen (1987: 34) thlnks that language teachmg helps when itis
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have, m fa.ct vcome from dit"ferent secondary schools in Najaf
Governorate In order to make the test as representative as
possrble of these problems only two pupils from each school
were involved in the study |

At the outset the test was hoped to be a means of eliciting
some 1nformatlon about the difficulties faced by those pupils
learning English by the communicative approach. In addition to
the test given in th1s study, the researcher has referred to many
references in the ﬁeld of forelgn language teachmg to see the

problems cited by these references.

IL. The Aim of the Study
Though pupils of sncth-year preparatory schools in Iraq exert
continuous offers to master the use of functronal notional
activities taught at thls stage, they often complam that they face
many difficulties in achieving this objective. The teachers of
English in this stage also show a s1m11ar concern about the same
point. The failure of those puplls 1s embodled in their poor
performance in the monthly, mrd-year and ﬁnal exam1nat1ons in
English. Moreover they can not use these funct1ons properly and
spontaneously in dlfferent darly situations. R N
" The present paper aims at 1nvest1gat1ng thereal problems

pup1ls at this stage face in leammg the new matenal based on the
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is about the different means of achieving the same end. In line
with this conviction that commumcatlon 1n the forelgn language
is a basic aim of teachmg that language the materlal .of Book 8
(taught at the sixth preparatory stage in Iraqi secondaryl schools)
shows that there is a serious attempt by the authors of the book
to include some of the different functions of language in the
mater1al of Book 8 as they consider these functrons essential for
developmg puplls commumcatlve ab111t1es in Enghsh .

These ﬁmctlons have been mtroduced _Systematically for the
first time 1n the syllabus of this stage, though there are some
examples of such funct1ons presented in earlier stages and are
represented by some dlalogues but with no emphasis on them by
teachers of Enghsh

The present paper 1s 1ntended to 1nvest1gate the | - major
problems faced by Iraq1 learners of Enghsh as a result of
applying the commumcatlve method of teachmg in_ the
secondary schools | .

The ‘major tool used in the study is a test desrgned to el1crt
some 1nformatron from the pupils about the problems they face.
The test has been given to a random sample of pupils (30 pupils
in the 51xth preparatory stage, who have recently joined a
rev1s1on course in Enghsh before embarkmg on the m1n1ster1a1

(Baccalaureate) exammatlon) The partlclpants in this course
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.. Teaching methods are the application of theories, and it is no
surprise to see a variety of such applications. Today the single
greatest challenge is to move Beyond the teaching: of rules of
grammar to the point that we teach our-students how to
communicate effectively in the foreign language. Many teachers
and material designers believe that grammar classes and texts
should be organized according to the functions or purposes that
language serves. In a grammar class, they believe, students
should be taught, for example, how to ask for information, how
to make suggestions or accept and refuse invitations, since these
activities represent the real and authentic. situations in which
language is used (Mckay, 1987: xii-xiv).:

Thernbury (1999:19) goes as far as saying that "studying the
rules of grammar is simply a waste of valuable time". But Brown
(2000:14) - emphasizes: that .we should : distinguish between
grammar as a means to the achievement of.proficiency in a
foreign language and grammiar as an end by itself.: Celce Marita
and Larsen — Freeman, (1999:1) -state that:over the years,
language teachers have alternated between focusing on language
use and language forms. They show a disagreement on whether
learning to communicate by actual communicating in the foreign
language- or by learning the lexicogrammar  (the ‘words and

grammatical structures) of the foreign language. The controversy
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T -li,e-.ll,"v‘roblems*‘Faced by Sixth-Year Preparatory Schc)ol
Pupils in English as a Result of the Apﬁligazion of the
.. Communicative Language 'Te.achin‘»g“Method (CLT)In This

| ‘Stage. . :

Lecturer Dr. Sa’ad Oda Alwan
College of Arts —University of Kufa

I. Introduction

Although great efforts have been exerted to enrich foreign
language teaching, there is still a considerable number of
learners who complain that they have never learnt to “really use
the language”, in spite of having had a lot of oral work in the
classroom where the foreign language is being taught. So, it is
supposed that people working in the field of foreign language
teaching continue and increase their efforts to achieve the goal of
mastering the ‘use of the foreign language in different daily
communications (Yalden, 1981: 1).

Brown (1987:11) points out that a glancé through the past
century or so of language teaching gives the reader an idea of
how varied are interpretations about the best method of teaching
a foreign language. Methods have often come and gone with

each method claiming to have realized the best results.
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